DECLASSIFIE 


Authority VN | ) : 
py /Wrara Date _ 


ORIGIN/AS TION . lo 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


el I IRR G IPR iM Pal. 2B A-F ity Meenin 


FOR RM USE ONLY 


‘ RM/R 


m 
he 
wa 


eas 


DATE: October 15, 1967 


Zz 
4 


he 


SUBJECT: Report from Embassy Driver on Mid-West: 
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T MOHIME, one of the more alert and trusted Embassy drivers, a Bini, was d 


on TDY in the Mid-West at the time the "Biafran" troops came into the 
Mid-West. Finding himself unable to leave, he spent several weeks in 
the Mid-West and the East, returning to Embassy Lagos on October 9. 
On September 20 he traveled from Asaba to Benin arriving in Benin 
just before the Federal troops arrived. He reported the following: 
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1. As the "Biafrans"” retreated from Benin to Agbor, they killed all 

the men, women and children they could find who were not Ibos. The 

town of Abudu, one of the larger places between Agbor and Benin, lost 
virtually all of its population with the exception of a small proportion 
who had escaped to the bush. (See Lagos 3383 for a similar report by a 
Catholic priest. See also Lagos 3192 reporting that an Englishman was 
killed in Abudu and that the town had been looted and was virtually 


deserted. ) 
? 2. The Federal troops entered Benin about noon, September 20, and 
= we that afternoon and the next day many Ibos were shot by the Federal 
Fa o soldiers. Mohime thinks there were several hundred, perhaps 300 to 
- ra 500. He saw many of the shootings, but did not see any women or 
~ ee children killed and so far as he is aware no women or children were 
cs te killed. Most of the Federal troops did not know who were Ibos and 
2 a) who were not, but the civilians were busy pointing out the Ibos. 
oe Two big camps were set up by the Federal troops at schools in Benin 
os to serve as safehavens for Ibos. The women and children were taken 
; there, 
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3. After the first day and a half of Federal occupancy, very few Ibos were 
killed in Benin. Mohime attributes the decline in the killings to the fact 
that some Ibo men went into hiding and some managed to join the women and 
children in the safehavens. 


4, When the FMG troops entered Benin, many "Biafran" troops were still there. 
Mohime saw 30 or ho lorry loads of "Biafran" troops departing on Route 6 on the 
outskirts of Benin at the time the Federal troops were entering Benin on the 
road from Ehor. Many other "Biafran'" troops were scattered about the town, 
oblivious of the approach of the Federal troops. Many of them, taken by sur- 
prise, threw their uniforms and weapons away as the Federal troops appeared, 
Mohime attributes the presence of so many "Biafran" troops in Benin to the 
faith the troops had in "Radio Biafra" which was still reporting that fighting 
was going on far north of Benin. 


Dd» ‘In general, the non-Ibo Mid-Westerners were very anti-Biafran throughout 
the occupation. Many of them hid Northerners in their houses for weeks, 
Nearly all of them rejoiced when the Federal troops came in. ‘The only town 
which was an exception to this general pattern was Ehor where, even after 
the Federal troops arrived, the local populace was protecting Ibo soldiers 
and trying to confuse the Federal troops. Mohime thinks the leaders of 
Ehor must have been convinced by the Ibos that "Biafra" would ultimately 
win and that it was in their own interest to support "Biafra." 
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1. Ambassador Martins called on( ix, Palmer October 11 to inquire further 
regarding latters purely personal meeting with Mbadiwe, of which he was 
previously informed by Department, He had seen press ticker item of Dr. 
Mbadiwe's press conference previous day in which he alleged FMG forces were 
employing some 500 Russians and that he making personal effort to try to stop 
bloodshed in Nigeria, Palmer said that he also had seen ticker item after 
meeting but that his own meeting with Dr, Mbadiwe outside Department had been as 
with old friend, He had been assured by him that he was here in completely 
private capacity and as one concerned about future of his country. He was not 


' which we do not recognize. Ambassador Martins accepted 


on mission for ''Biafra,! 
this. 

2, Martins asserted that there is "feeling around’ that FMG should not be 
allowed to achieve total victory since this would mean Soviet victory in African 
affairs. Palmer responded that this was new to him. He had never heard anyone 
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responsible propounding such a line, However , smt/should be aware that many 
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[Americans greatly concerned over what might happen in next phase of a 


military operations. Within limits our policy of non-interference we 
strongly hope, before further bitterness created among people who hopefully 
will continue as one Nigeria, that some arrangements can be made to bring 
about early peace. FMG should not mistake such US humanitarian concern 
with political partisanship. 
3. Martins said he gave no credence to line he mentioned but had duty to 
raise it. FMG preferred buy its arms from Soviets rather than obtain them 
as gift. Palmer reminded Martins that US August 21 statement had been 
were 
directed against Soviets. We accepted FMG's assurance there/no ideological 
implications as far as FMG were concerned. Continuing, Martins said 
expressions of sympathy and dismay will not solve Nigerian problem. 
Secession must be defeated. Then post war solution must be equitable, not 
only for Ibos but for minority tribes, In that way Nigeria's future will 
be assured, 
4, USG has no intention of intervening, stated Palmer, and he had mm so £ 
informed Mbadiwe. So far as international interest in conflict concerned, 
we regard this as primarily African problem. He pointed out that Cameroon 
increasingly disturbed over refugees and Chad and Niger have lost revenues 


and goods transit facilities as result current situation. Nevertheless US 


[| has legitimate humanitarian concerns; some may be tempted label these as | 


pro-Ibo 
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[ pro-Ibo but they are really pro-Nigeria. We have avoided expressing =] 
these publicly but feel we have obligation to express privately strong 
hope of American people that national reconciliation will take place in 
as propitious atmosphere as possible. Our concerns in this regard 
parallel those we understand expressed at OAU meeting at Kinshasa. 

5. When Martins said that Gowon had tried to get East to lay down its 
arms, Palmer commented that it seemed to us there increasing signs Ibos 
are desperate for fear that what happened to them in North will happen 
in Hast. Ambassador Mathews that day had discussed point with Gowon. 
We not sure whether Gowon's ideas were getting through to East. If dhws 
fbos knew OAU mission was in Lagos this might reassure and direct them 

—“ toward peasbne Eastern troops in Mid-West, Martins said, had committed 
numerous atrocities not publicized because FMG did not wish to make its 
nation building more difficult after conflict. Palmer replied that in 
stressing our concerns, we were not making judgments on relative ux 
guilt of two parties. Such judgments impossible; one cannot equate 
atrocities or number of Ibo lives deuiyalent to one Balewa. Object 
should be to stop cet all. | 

6. Great question, said Palmer, was if there any way FMG using means other 
than military could now achieve its desired ends. Much was happening 

[and perhaps with changing military situation new premises were now valid, 

“Martins | 
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[ Martins bitterly remarked that Ojukwu had been intransigent for ~ | 
independence. He might escape but many young Ibos would die. What 
alternatives would Palmer suggest? Palmer responded that FMG has many 
African and Commonwealth friends. Through them it could try bring about 
talks soonest, perhaps through OAU mission. He as friend hoped such 
possibilities could be urgently pursued before further bitterness snugen 
engendered. Despite recent hard line statements by Ojukwu, it should 
be remembered people often talk on two levels. If ways could be found 
for quiet discussions, changing attitudes and forces could come & into 
play. If Ibos think they have no alternatives to decimation, they may 
behave like lemmings and jump off cliff. FMG may not be in position 


to act directly to stop this but perhaps an xmkes intermediary (not US) 


could. 
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SUBJ! WESTERN NIGERIAN OFFICIALS COMMENT. ON PROBES, POLITICS 
AND PEACE*® 

Ils WESTERN ‘NIGERIAN INFORMATION COMMISSIONER ONABANJOQ TaLp 
i “ME LAST NIGHT. (13TH) AND WESTERN CHIEF JUSTICE SOMOLU | 
CONFIRMED THIS MORNING THAT GENERAL GOWON HaS APPROVED | 


PROBE OF ASSETS OF FEDERAL OFFICIALS WHO HELO OFFICE IN LAST | 
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DIFFICULTY [N ESTABLISHING PROBE {S PROBLEM OF FINDING PEOPLE, 
OF ‘UNTARNISHED REPUTATION TO CONDUCT Io DED NOT KNOW 

WHEN £T WOULD BE LAUNCHED BUT FELT fT rote NOT BE INDEFINITELY 
POSTPONED ® ADMITTED. THERE ‘CONTINUED BE EFFORTS ST OP ASSETS 
PROBE IN. WEST WHICH HE HEADSs EVEN INCLUDING PERSONAL 

THREATS» BUY SATO IT WOULD RE PUSHEN “THROUGH ‘TO COMPLETION®o 
POSSIBLY TN SIX MONTHS 0 


De ONABANJO AND SOMOLU ALSO SAID A TAX OFFICE BEING ESTABLISHED 
TG RECOVER UNPAID TAKES ‘ON "ILL GOTTEN GAINSo™ APPARENTLY 

THIS OPERATION INTENDED :CAST WIDE NET AND .CAT.CH BUSINESSMEN 

WHO HAVE CONSISTENTLY UNDERSTATED YNCOMEs ONABANUO SAID 
ESTIMATED ‘SEVEN. Mé ELL ION ROUNDS CAN BE EGY ERED 


3e ON RELAT ZONSHIP BETWEEN. YORUBAS AND Mi NORITY TRIBES 
IN PRESENT AND FUTURE NIGERIA, ONABANJO SAID THAT “MINORITIES 
RULE™ “CEaSEG WITH FALL OF BENINe IMPLECATION WAS THAT AWO 
FIRMLY IN ‘SADDLE AND WETLDING INCREASING INFLUENCE IN LAGOS? 
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NOW HAVE &,@@0 MEN UNDER ARMS AND 3,009 IN 'TRAENING SO THAT 
IN FUTURE THEY WILL ‘BE IN POSITION PROTECT OWN INTERESTS. 
: ALSO CLAIMED. YORUBAS ‘STRONGLY . REPRESENTED IN NIGERIAN 
; AiR FORCE* HE SEES NO PROBLEM DEMORILEZATION YORUBA TROOPS 
AS HE YNDICATED PLANS ALREADY UNDERWAY IN WEST TO PROVIDE 
; THEM EMPLOYMENT © no . 


: 4o HE BELIEVED SOME. ADJUSTMENT WOULD BE NECESSARY IN 
BOUNDARY BETWEEN LAGOS AND WESTERN STATES» GoGo TUEBU 
3 PEOPLE AROUND EPE SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN WEST ALONG WITH 


i FELLOW IJEBUS* ~ GENERALLY* HOWEVER, HE NOT WORRIED ABOUT 
‘ LAGOS STATE AS IT, WOULD HE FE ELT ALSO BE A PREDOMINENTLY 
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HE THOUGHT AZIKWEs WHO HE FELT MOST LIXELY CANDIDATE, WAS 
IN UoSo BUT | SAID AS FAR AS {1 WAS AWARE YHYS NOT TRUE 
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In a recent conversation, Mallam A. Yerima Balla, former Deputy President 
of the Nigerian Elements Progressive Union (NEPU), emphasized that soldiers 
from minority tribes in the Northern States are playing the largest combat 
role in the Federal Army in its campaign against the breakaway "Biafra" 
regime. He claimed that Yoruba soldiers have performed very poorly. He 
asserted that the bulk of the Federal Army is composed of World War II 
veterans who, when demobilized in the future, could become a major problem 
for the Federal and state governments. Mallam Yerima was optimistic that 
the Federal Military Government would win the current war, but he believes 
Ojukwu will fight to the very end unless overthrown from within his ow 
camp. He expressed the opinion that Nigerian-American relations had im-~ 
proved greatly during September and that the American position on Nigeria 
is now accepted, Mallam Yerima discounted the power of young Northern 
intellectuals who have been the most vocal in criticizing the United States 
and its policies in Nigeria. He noted that the delivery of Soviet aircraft 
to Nigeria has been well received by the average Northern peasant. Mallam 
Yerima believes that the former politicians, including himself, are in a 
very difficult position in that they are cooperating with the military 
regime but are unable to obtain amenities for their home-tom "constituents," 
He favors a return to civilian rule as soon as possitle, 
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On September 17, 1967 Mallam A. Yerima Balla, former Deputy President of 
the Nigerian Elements Progressive Union (NEPU), visited the reporting 
officer at the latter's residence in Kaduna, A long conversation ensued, 
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the main points of which are summarized in the following paragraphs, 


A. Minority Tribesmen are Bearing the Brunt of Combat Against Biafra 


Mallam Yerima again stressed the role of Northern minority tribes in the 
current struggle to defeat “Biafra (reftel). He asserted that the majority 
of Federal soldiers serving on the front lines in Eastern Nigeria are 

from Northern minority tribes. Mallam Yerima said the armed forces of the 
Federal Government now total 42,000. Of that number, he continued, 18,000 
come from Adamawa Province alone. He then gave the following breakdown on 
the tribal composition of the Nigerian armed forces: 


1. A majority of the Federal armed forces are minority tribean@™ from the 
Provinces of Bornu and Adamawa. The Kilba tribe ( a small tribe in Adamawa 
Division) has already provided some three thousand soldiers, The Marghi 
tribe (located largely in southern Bornu) and the Bachama (Numan Division, 
Adamawa Province) have also provided large numbers of troops for the Federal 
forces. The Shuwa Arabs (eastern Bornu Province) have provided a sizable 
number of soldiers as has the Bura tribe (southern Bornu Province). 


2. Benue Province has provided the second largest number of troops for 
the Federal Army, including about 8,000 Tivs, some Jukun tribesmen, and a 
smaller number of Idoma tribesmen. 


3. Other Northern provinces have provided smaller numbers of soldiers. 
Plateau Province, including the Angas tribe (Major General Gowon's tribe) 
has sent a relatively small number of soldiers, Zaria and Kabba Provinces 
have supplied some soldiers from the Igala and Igbirra tribes and the 

small minority tribes in southern Zaria. The Dakakari, a minority tribe 

in northern Niger Province, have a large number of their tribesmen in the 
Federal Army, but recruitment from Kano Province has been poor, Mallam 
Yerima asserted that of five hundred recruits from Kano city, only 
twenty-five had been selected, and that twenty of those have since deserted 
from the armed forces, 


4o Mallam Yerima stated that the majority of Northern Army officers are 
also minority tribesmen. In support of his assertion, he gave the 
following examples: Lt. Colonel Sule Apollo is from the small Bachama 
tribe; Lt. Colonel Theophilus Danjuma is from the Jukun tribe (eastern 
Benue Province); Colonel Mohammed Shuwa, the Federal commander on the 
Enugu front, is a Shuwa Arab; and Lt. Colonel Omananyi, OIC Kaduna, is an 
Igbirra. Comments The reporting officer is unable to verify the tribal 
origin of the officers mentioned above, but the Consulate's past 
acquaintanceships with Northern Army officers supports Mallam Yerima's 
assertion. Many Nigerian Army officers come from smaller Northern tribes 
such as the Bachama, Tiv, Idoma, Igala, Igbirra, Jaba and Dakakari, 


5. The so-called Hausa Provinces (Kano, Katsina, Sokoto, western Bauchi, 
and northern Zaria), according to Mallam Yerima, have provided relatively 
few soldiers and even fewer officers. Comment: Perhaps the best-known 
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Hausa officers are Colonel Hassan Usman Katsina, Chairman of the Interim 
Administrative Council of Northern States, and Lt. Colonel Murtalla 
Mohammed, currently commanding a division on the Asaba front in the 
Mid-West State, 


Mallam Yerima then slipped into a dialogue disparaging the Yoruba soldier, 
claiming that no Yoruba soldiers were currently serving in combat duty 
because they had proved to be such "poor" fighters. 


B. The Role of the World War II. Veteran in the Army and in the Future 


Nigeria 


Mallam Yerima claimed that there are 25,000 World War II veterans serving 

the armed forces of the Federal Government. "They are the best soldiers," 
he continued, "because they had combat experience in places like Burma and 
India," 


At the same time, he continued, the WW II veteran could become a major 
problem for any Nigerian government during the post-war period. "They will 
need jobs," and if umemployed they will cause trouble, Mallam Yerima, 
himself a WW II veteran, related his experience after discharge from the 
Army. "Our British officers," he said, "told us to return to our farms," 
"Many did, but some of us went to. the District Officer and demanded jobs. 

I went into the D.0.'s office with about fifty other veterans and I grabbed 
the D.0. by the shirt and demanded jobs."" The District Officer, he con~ 
tinued, was very understanding and within a short time most of the fifty 
men were given jobs as messengers, drivers, and laborers, while Balla 
himself received the use of a Landrover vehicle which he then put to use 
for political purposes. According to Mallam Yerima, this incident was, 

in effect, the beginning of his long career as a politician. 


Mallam Yerima said that the WWII veterans currently in the Nigerian Ary 
are already thinking about the future. During a visit to the Kaduna 
Military Hospital, a wounded WW II veteran reportedly asked Mallam Yerima 
why "one of their number" was not already a representative on this or that 
council, Other veterans, Mallam Yerima continued, have made it clear to 

him that they will not return to their former menial tasks as floor 

Sweepers and messengers, They will want better jobs in the post-war Nigeria. 


Mallam Yerima hoped that the present Federal Government understood the 
nature of the prospective problem of returning war veterans. If, after the 
war, the government does not take remedial action, he continued, any 
government, "including Gowon'ts,"! will be threatened and is likely to fall. 
When asked how the war veteran would respond in the post-war period to the 
traditional rulers, the Emirs and the Chiefs, Mallam Yerima replied that 
the veterans would not bow to the traditional ruler but would demand a 
voide in the management of local affairs. 
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C. The Fate of the Ojulwu Regime in Eastern Nigeria 


Mallam Yerima felt that the Federal Government would win the war against 
the Biafran regime but that Ojukwu, the "Biafran" leader, would never give 
up or comoromise with the Federal Government. He anticipated that Ojukwu 
would fight to the very end unless overthrown from within the "Biafran" 
ranks. 


Ojukwu, he continued, made a grave error when he began to regard all 
Northerners as "Hausa-Fulani" intent on "Hausa-Fulani" domination of 
Nigeria, ‘We (the minority tribes) know what Hausa-Fulani domination is, 
and we are just as opposed to it as Ojukwu says he is." Mallam Yerima 

; then claimed that the minority tribesmen in the Army would not have 
'moved an inch" across the Eastern border if Ojukwo had simply made a 
public announcement accepting the concept of twelve states within Nigeria. 
The Ibo and the minority tribes in the North have much in common, he 
continued, and 'we regard the Ibo as hardworking, honestese.& man who can 
keep your money or secrets safely." In contrast, he said, the Yoruba is | 
a bit lazy, generally untrustworthy, and overly tribalistic. "If you give - 
an Ibo man one-hundred pounds, the Ibo man will tell no one, not even his 
wife..oif you give one-hundred pounds to a Yoruba man, he will not only 

tell his wife but the next day he will come for more money, explaining 

that the hundred pounds had been stolen,' 


Returning to the "Biafran' regime, Mallam Yerima said that "we do not want i 
Ojukwu killed...he can remain as boss of the Ibos as long as he accepts 
the concept of twelve states and the rule of the Federal Government." 


D. Nigerian-American Relations and the Nigerian Public 


Mallam Yerima said that public opinion in the North toward America and 
Americans had improved greatly during the month of September, and that 
the dmerican position on Nigeria's internal problems had been accepted, 
When the reporting officer raised the point of strong anti-American 
sentiment among certain Northern intellectuals, Mallam Yerima agreed that 
anti-American sentiment was strongest among the young intellectuals, 
However, he continued, their impact is not very important because they 
are simply expressing their own opinions and not reflecting the opinion 
of the "masses." Most of the Northern intellectuals, he continua, are 
civil servants who do not know what the people are thinking. 


Fe noted, however, that the "masses," i.e,., the Northern peasant, have 

a simple view of foreign powers and foreign presence, According to Mallam 
Yerima, the peasant in the field regards the arrival of Soviet aircraft as. 
a blessing, and when told the source of the Federal Government's jet air- i 
craft, he responds with, "God bless Russial" The peasant's view on i 
foreign aid draws an equally simplistic response. When asked about 
American economic assistance to Nigeria, the peasant is likely to respond, i 
"What aid? Where is it? I do not see iti" Mallam Yerima then stressed i 
that the "best aid" is that which can-be seen and felt by the "masses," i 
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E. The Present Role of the Nigerian Politician 


Mallam Yerima seemed worried about the present role and status of those 
politicians who are working with the Federal Military Government. "I am 
not pleased, (Joseph) Tarka is not pleased" and "Aminu (Kano) is not 
pleased," When asked to explain, he replied that politiclans cooperating 
with the Military Government are still expected to provide "amenities" 

for their "constituents" but are not in a position of power to do so. 

For example, he continued, the Tiv people not only want victory in the 

war but they also want new roads, electric power, and public water supplies 
in their towns and villages. Under the circumstances, he said, no 
politician can provide those amenities at this time. Yet his Pailureto 
do so will be to his discredit among the populace. "We (the politicians) 
are in a difficult position," he said, "because we have urged the people 
to support the FMG and to enlist in the Army. We are the men between the 
Military Government and the masses. The Army does not understand the 
masses and the Army cannot run the institutions of government." Therefore 
the reins of government must be returned to the civilians as quickly as 
possible once peace returns to Nigeria. 


Turning to the subject of political power, Mallam Yerima felt that the 
"power of Kaduna" had been broken forever, He felt that his own province, 
Adamawa, would be a powerful province, Then, with a chuckle, Mallam 
Yerima explained how he hoped to run for a seat in the post-war parliament, 
with "my (Army) veterans as my helpers." 


COMMENT 's 


This post cannot verify Balla's statements on the minority tribe makeup 
of the Federal Army, but his outline of tribal participation agrees with 
statements made by other observers in the North, Similarly, Mallam 
Yerimats concern about reabsorbing thousands of war veterans into the 
Northern society would seem to be valid, and a development which will de- 
serve close attention in the future. One can visualize how the return of 
thousands of war veterans, largely from minority tribes, coupled with the 
breakup of the former region into six states, could psmanently alter the 
political face of the massive North. . 


From his manner and statements 1t seemed obvious that Mallam Yerima is 
anxious for a return to civilian rule and an opportunity for him to 
reenter the political arena for a seat in Parliament. On the other hand, 
Mallam Yerima's statements about the paradoxical position of some 
politicians within the Federal Military Government is understandable: on 
one hand, men like Aminu Kano and Joseph Tarka have stepped forward to 
assume major positions of responsibility within the national government; 
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on the other hand, under the present wartime conditions and military rule, 
they cannot quite behave as politicians would like to, that is, to bring 
"amenities" to their own constituents. Participation in the present 
Military Government could prove crucial to the future of those politicians, 
On one hand they share the glory of every military victory and success of 
the FMG. On the other hand, if and when the military turns the reins of 
government over to civilians, they may inherit a host of problems, both 
old and new, which could prove their dow fall in the post-war period. 
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9 Y) fd Although the Soviet central press for the most part continues to 
cx = avoid editorial comment on the Nigerian civil war, the Soviet Army 
al 1G’ newspaper, Krasnaya Zvezda,on October 7 did provide commentary of 
more than passing interest. 


Perhaps reflecting growing Soviet certainty about an eventual 
es victory for the Federal Military Government, kha Krasnaya Zvezda 
pes crowed over the IMG military successes, noting especially the 
capture of Enugue With some cynical hindsight, the columnist, 
B. Popov, noted that "one could have hardly expected a different 
outcome" considering the significantly greater strength of the 
Lagos forces. Special tribute was also paid to the role of the 
FMG air force and its "neutralization" of Enugu's air arm. 


Continuing the silence of the Soviets on their own military equip- 
ment sales to Lagos, the article chided Western countries for 
turning down requests for purchasing arms. The Nigerian Radio 

as well as Lebanese and Nigerian newspapers are cited as accusing 
Portugal of supplying arms to Enugu and alleging that many of 
Enugu's arms were "purchased with American dollars." The Nigerian 
Broadcasting Corporation is quoted as suggesting that the CIA 
could explain how Enugu received those dollars, 


Explaining the motives of the "Western powers," the article accused 
them of professing neutrality in Nigeria for the stated purpose of 
preventing an arms race while encouraging secession in order. to 
divide and rule. 
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THIS. MORNING TO MAKE COURTESY CALL aN ‘PARKER. ‘SURPRISINGLY 
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PARAMOUNT AND IMMEDIATTE INTERESTS LAY IN. PROTECTING BRITTSH 
LIVES AND ENSURING SAFE: PASSAGE OF BRITISH AND OTHER -EXPATRIAT 
ES. OUT OF: EASTERN REGION INTO .CAMERQON® THIS DEPRENDED .ON DRON- 
IKANG=LOBE AND CALABAR*=MAMFE ROUTES REMAINING OPEN FOR AS: 

LOG AS :-POSSTBLE« ABDULLAH HAD. HEARD BoBoCo ANNOUNCEMENTS e 


30 "HE Salp THAT. TWO SHIPS LADEN WITH SOLDIERS WHICH HAD 

BEEN SAILING OFF MOUTH OF THE CROSS RIVER HAD BEEN WY THDRAWN 
TO LAGOS. THIS WAS. MAINLY TO RELIEVE OTHER TROOPS TO BE 
MOVED FROM LAGOS TO. IKOM AREA WHERE A.. ROAD WAS BEING BULLDOZED 
THROUGH VIRGIN FORESTS TO ENABLE: FEDERAL TROOPS TO ‘MOVE ‘SQUTH 
ON: “CALABARs WHEN THIS ADVANCE COULD BE MOUNTED@*AND HIS 
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SUPPORT. 
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ee ny AM RELIABLY INFORMED THAT PREPARATIONS FoR FORTHCOMING 
NAVAL OPERATION INDICATE THAT THERE IS NO RET No woe aa 
OF OPERATION TAKING PLACE THIS WEEK AND THAT EARLIEST POgs 
DATE FOR ATTACK ON £oGe CALABAR WOULD BE 16TH OR i7TH, 


Be "ET WOULD BE REASONABLE TO HOPE THAT BY THEN GREATER Pe RT 
IF NOT ALL EXPATRIATES WHO ARE NOW ON MGVE OR WHO PLAN TO 
MOVE IN NEXT DAY OR SO WOULD HAVE LEFT EasT FOR CAMEROONS 0 


4&o OWE. ARE INFORMING MILITARY AUTHORITIES ‘THAT REMAINING 
EXPATRIATES. HAVE BEEN: AOVISED TO LEAVE EaSt FOR CAMEROONS 
AND THAT OWING TO TRAVEL AND OTHER pPEF ITCULTIES EVACUATIGN 
LIKELY TO NEED SIX OR SEVEN MORE DayS TO COMPLETE. WE WE ue 
POINT OUT THAT ITF ANY NAVAL OPERATION PL ANNED FOR NEXT . 
FEW DAYS, WHETHER AT PORT HARCOURT OR CALABAR, COULD BE 
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DISCUSSED FMG PLANS OCTOBER !2 WITH CLOSE BRITISH FRIEND 
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(CATHOLIC PRIEST} WHO PASSED SUBSTANCE TO EMBOFF» OGON 
| IS ALSO CATHOLIC» 
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20 ACCORDING OGONs GOWON RECENTLY ASKED HIM CONTACT JUcO« 

UDOUls FORMER CHIEF SECRETARY TO EASTERN NIGERIAN PREMIER 
IN CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT» AND ASKED ‘UDoul TO ACCEPT HIGH 
POSITION IN NEW ADMINISTRATION FOR EAST CENTRAL STATE WHICH 
GOWON NOW IN PROCESS PLANNINGe OGON SAID UpoJf SOMEWHERE 

i IN "BIAFRA" AND HE TOLD GOWON HE DOES NOT KNOW HOW TO 

CONTACT HIMe HOWEVER HE PROMISED TO MAKE APPROACH TO 

UDOJI AS SOON AS POSSIBLE- 


30 GOWON AND OGON DISCUSSED NEED 7O HAVE IBoO LAWYER ON 
COURT OF JUSTICE IN LAGOSe NAME PROPOSED BY OGON WAS 
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FRED Oo ANY AEGBUNAM, LAWYER FORMERLY IN PRIVATE PRACTICE 
IN ONITSHA, 


&o OGON CONVINCED FEDERAL FORCES NOW EN ROUTE TO INVADE 
MWITHIN NEXT FEW DAYS” AT ORONo EKET AND OPOBO ON ‘COASTLINE? 
CALABAR WILL BE ISOLATED RATHER THAN ASSAULTED FRONTALLY 
BECAUSE GARRISON THERE BELIEVED TO ‘TOAL ONLY $5@ MEN AND 
GOWON AFRAID BATTLE IN CITY WOULD CAUSE ‘CIViL DISORDER 

AND KILLINGS “BY REBELSo" 


Se EXPANSIVE OGON RADIATED OPTIMISM ON FUTURE CIVIL ADMIN]STRA= 
TION FOR SOUTH EASTERN STATEo OGON SAIO TRUCKLOADS OF RECORDS 

AND OFFICE EQUIPMENT NOW IN OGOJA TOWN FOR NEW GOVERNMENT 

OGON LEFT LAGOS TODAY (OCTOBER {37 FOR OGOJa AND SAID 

MILITARY GOVERNOR LT» COLe ESUENE GOING TO OKOM IN SOUTH | 
EASTERN STATE TOMORROW. 
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| PROPOSALS BETWEEN FMG AND REBELS» OGON’ ALSO: SAID 

i ANTHONY ENAHORO, COMMISSIONER FOR .LABOR AND: INFORMATION» 
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WERE BEHIND YREASON aS WELL AS SOME HIGH*RANKING GFFICERS, 
INFLUENCED BY THESE OFFICERS sBIAFRAN TROOPS ARANDONED FLEL 
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OF THOUSANDS OF BOS HAVE DISAPPEARED INTO FOREST OR FLED acres 
NIGER RIVER OR BEEN KiLLEDs NON=JBO CIVILIANS REPORTED, 
RESPONSIBLE FOR KILLING MANY {80S BUT -FMG AUTHORITIES TAKING 
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INFLUENCED BY THESE OFFICERSs BIAFRAN TROOPS ABANDONED FIELD 

OF BATTLE ‘TO ENEMY» CAUSING LOSS OF OPIs ENUGU AND PART OF 
OGOJAe IN:SAME WAY MIDDEL WEST AND CITY OF BENIN WERE ABANDONED. 
AS RESULT FALSE ORDERS GIVEN BY ‘SUPERIOR BIAFRAN OFFICERS IN 
COLLUSION WITH ENEMYs SOME RBIAFRANS KILLED IN SATTLE FROM BEYIND 
BY TRETR FELLOW SOLDIERS» 
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HE DESCRIBED NZEOGWU AS A VICTIM OF OUUKWUs EXPLAINING 
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THAT NZEQGWUs HAVING BEEN FALSELY INFORMED THAT NSUKKA 
IN BAIFRAN HANDSs BOLDLY ENTERED NSUKKA AT NIGHT AND WAS 
KILLEDo KYARI SAID THERE MANY INSTANCES OF BYAFRAN 
SOLDIERS AND CIVILIANS WALKING INTO ARMS OF FEDERAL 
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TROOPS SIMPLY BECAUSE BIAFRANS BELIEVE THEIR OWN PROPA= 
GANDAe HE BELIEVES SOME IBO ARMY OFFICERS OPPOSED TO 
OJUKWU AND SECESSION BUT UNABLE TAKE ACTION BECAUSE 
BIAFRA A "POLICE STATEe*® CONSEQUENTLY HE» KYARI» NOT 
OPTIMISTIC THAT OUUKWU WOULD BE OVERTHROWN FROM WITHIN? 
Be KYARY DESCRIBED FEDERAL ARMY DISCIPLINE AS GOOD» 
BETTER THAN PREVIOUS MONTHS» WHEN ASKED ABOUT RETURN 

TO CIVILIAN RULEs KYARI RESPONDED THAT HE HAD NOT WISHED 
BECOME MILGOV AND WOULD GLADLY TURN JOB OVER TO CIVILIANS. 
HE SAID FEDERAL TROOPS ALSO FAVOR RETURN TO CIVILIAN 
RULE» BUT SOME CIVILIANS DO NOT SINCE THEY HAVE STRONG 
VIEWS ABOUT FORMER CORRUPT POLITICIANS AND pO NOT WANT 
REPETITION OF SAME® 

Co KYARY DESCRIBED TWELVE STATES AS ONLY SOLUTION TO 
NIGERTA®S PROBLEMSs BUT SAID SOME NEW PROBLEMS WOULD 
ARISE OUT OF STATES IN NORTHs FOR EXAMPLE» KANURI OF 
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BORNU PROVINCE WISH THEIR OWN STATE. WHEN aSKED ABOUT 


OPPOSITION OF EMIRS TO NEW STATESs KYARI AGREED THAT SOME 
EMIRS OPPOSE STATES BUT. THAT THOSE EMIRS IN NO POSITION 
TO GIVE OPEN OPPOSITIONs WHILE SOME TRADITIONAL RULERS 
FAVOR STATES AND MILITARY RULE BECAUSE IT HAS REMOVED 
POLITICAL BURDEN FROM THEIR BACKSe 

De WHEN ASKED ABOUT PROSPECTS FOR EARLY END TO CIVIL 
WAR NOW THAT ENUGU. TAKEN» KYARI WAS: CAUTIOUSs NON= e 
COMMITTALs SAYING ONLY THAT THE BIGGEST PART OF STRUGGLE f 
NOW PAST. HE ADMITTED POSSIBILITY OF GUERILLA WARFARE | 
BY BIAFRANS BUT STATED BIAFRANS. HAVE NOT YET .LEARNED ‘HOW I 
TO FIGHT GUERILLA WAR» & 


ae MANY OF MILGOV KYARI*S COMMENTS REMINISCENT OF EARLY 
1966s THAT 318% MAJOR NZEOGWU A NATIONALIST NOT. A 
TRIBALIST#? THE POLITICIANS WERE CORRUPT AND PEOPLE WERE - 
PLEASED TO SEE THEM GO BUT COUP SHUNTED ON ee een 
WHEN ARMY OFFICERS WERE KILLEDe BELTEVE KYARI- 

SOFT*LINE NORTHERNER WHO WOULD SUPPORT RAP PRECHE MENT WITH 
1BO0Se 
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~ FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS. 

: TO SECSTATE. WASHDC PRIORITY 7681 
INFO AMEMBASSY .LONDON 4757. 
AMCONSUL: IBADAN: 1304 — 

AMCONSUL’ KADUNA. 1668 


AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS. FOR FAASEUL 


CONFIDENT. I A.L: LAGOS ‘3465 
BRUSSELS FOR FAA-EUI 


Je NEWS WIRE SERVICES HAVE: ‘CARRIED: ‘STORY ‘THAT NIGERIAN 
ANTI» AIRCRAFT GUNS IN LAGOS. AREA FIRED AT ‘UNTDENTIFIED: 
PLANE ABOUT: NOON ‘OCT I}. 


@o SO FAR AS EMBASSY ‘CAN. DETERMINE: SEVERAL... AA ’ROUNDS: ‘WERE 
FIRED» APPARENTLY BY ‘MISTAKE: WHEN “EMG ‘WARNING: ‘SYSTEM: WAS: 
ALERTED AT: TIME: OF FIRING» ABOUT’ 1345: LOCAL: ‘OCTOBER: 1a: 
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SEVERAL PLANES WERE IN AIR: INCLUDING: ATR AFRIQUE ‘DG*8:.AND 
THREE JET ‘FIGHTERS PAN: ,AMERTCAN “FLIGHT LER T -AT* 13510 

AA GUNNERS: MIGHT HAVE - THOUGHT A- PLANE: WAS: SSTRAYENG: ‘FROM: 
NORMAL: FLIGHT ‘PATH* .ALSO% ‘SEISMIC EXPLOSIONS ‘OFFSHORE - ‘FOR 
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Oi EXPLORATIONS MIGHT HAVE ALERTED GUNNER» 

3c WHILE REBEL AIR ATYACK DID NOT-TAKE ‘PLACE. INCIDENT 
OBVIOUSLY ‘UNFORTUNATE FMG WILL HAVE TO TAKE STEPS GUARD 
AGAINST SUCH “MISYAKES® IN FUTURE 
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je IBADAN'S ACTION GROUP ORIENTED NIGERIAN TRIBUNE ‘TODAY: 
(OCT 12) PICKS UP GOWON THEME OF NEED TO REFRAIN ‘FROM 
CONDEMNING. 1830S AS GROUP AND IF ASSURE THEM THEY WILL 
PARTICIPATE FULLY IN POST*WAR NIGERIAs IN ARTICLE 
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ENTITLED "WINNING LASTING PEACEs" Ao AFRIKA (PEN ‘NAME 

FOR SOMETIME TRIBUNE EDITOR AYO EJUWUMI) CALLS FOR FUTURE 

RULE OF COUNTRY BASED ON PRINCIPLE IN WAY THAT. WILL GIVE 


ALL ETHNIC GROUPS PEACE OF MIND* MOST URGENT NECESSITY 
1S CAMPAIGN .TO. CONVINCE "MISGUIDED 1!BOS-THEY ARE ‘OUR 
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BROTHERS AND SISTERS AND WE WANT THEM. TO LIve FOR 
NIGERIA aND NOT DIE CERTAIN DEATH®"” “WE MUST STOP 
ALL CAMPAIGNS OF: CALUMNY. ON RADIO AND NEWSPAPERS . 
“WHICH. TEND PORTEND ALL IBOS BAD«". "—TRBOS MUST BE . 
ASSURED THAT. ARMY WILL NOT AND CANNOT ENFORCE ANY.- 
CONSTITUTION ON COUNTRY" AND ‘THAT "THEY WOULD NOT - 
BE PUNISHED OR TREATED aS SECOND» CLaSS CITIZENS 
AFTER THEY: RENOUNCED THEIR SECESSIONe” “THIS Js 
TIME WE MUST ALL PLaY DOVES IF WE DO NOT WANT PEACE 
TO. ELUDE. Us ‘FOR Too LONG AFTER: WINNING WAR," 


“@* EDITORIAL: IN SAME JSSUE ON "THE PRESS AND THE 
CRISIS" TAKES BALANCED STAND THAT WHILE ALL PAPERS» 
- “LOCAL AND FOREIGN» HAVE. RESPONSIBILITY TO REPORT 
‘FACTS ACCURATELY, EVERY PAPER HAS "RIGHT TQ SPEAK 


PAGE 3 IBADAN 211BB CONF IODEN T J AL LIMITED OFFICAL: USE 
“ITS MINDe" CONSIDERED "UNDERSTANDABLE" BBCIS ACCEPTANCE 

OF REUTER'S. STORY THAT ENUGU- WAS STILL IN REBEL 

HANOS (BROADCAST AFTER FMG ANNOUNCED IT HAD TAKEN 

ENUGU) IN VIEW, "REUTERS WORLD-WIDE REPUTATION FOR 

ACGURACYs" HOWEVER» RLAMED REUTERS FOR NOT CHECKING 
STORY BEFORE. RELEASING IT» ESPECIALLY SINCE THOBR 
. EASTERN CORRESPONDENT WAS EASTERNER, 


i 30 IBADANtS WESTERN GOVT. OWNED. DAILY SKETCH HAS . 
i - CONSISTENTLY SEEN LESS MONERATE IN EDITORIAL YESTERDAY 
(OCT Yt) ENTITLED "BAD JOURNALISM" YT CASTIGATED | 
BRITISH PRESS-FOR "LACK OF OBJECTIVITY AND COMPLETE 
DISREGARD FOR TRUTH" AND NOT KNOWING "WHERE TO BEGIN 

OR END CAMPAIGNS OF HATEe*™ ADDED THAT WHILE BRITISH 
NEWSPAPERS. AND RADIO TWISTED FACTS TO SUIT OWN PURPOSES» 
SINCE BEGINNING CURRENT. MILITARY ACTION "FEDERAL GOVT 

HAS MADE No FALSE CLAIMo"™ . 


DREGE erat ee Ribera cee ae ater 


ue COMMENT? WHILE TRIBUNE DOES NOT REACH EasT ae 
| WHERE REASSURANCES PRIMARILY NEEDED, IT SHOULD HELP 
CREATECLIMATE OF MODERATION TOWARDS IBOS IN WEST®. 20 swe mee) ti 
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ON PRESS, TRIBUNE ‘CLEARLY SEEKING To: ‘PRESERVE 

FOR POSSIBLE: FURURE USE ITS RIGHT OF ‘DISSENT BUT 

IT ALSO INYECTS: NOTE OF REASON | INTO LOCAL ‘CRITICESM 
OF FTCEIGN NEWS MEDIA» WESTERN. INFO COMMISSIONER. 
BISI ONABANJO. TOLD ME RECENTLY HE: INVOLVED | IN: 
REORGANIZING SKETCH. WHICH HIGHLY INEFFICIENT, :HAO 


PADDED: PAYROLL: AND LOSING. MONEYe HOPEFULLY, 


REORGANIZATION WILL IMPROVE ITS.TONEs TOO+s 
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On ONE ASPECT VERY THORNY PROBLEM:c BUT PROSPECT OF GENERAL 
AREAKOOWN MILITARY aNO CIVin. AUTHORETYe WITH PROBABILITY 
CONSEQUENT DZSQRGANIZAYION», IMPELS US TO CONCLUSION 

THAT PROSPECTS FOR PREVENTING WIDESPREAD OSORDER IN 
EAST ARE GLOOMY: THEREPGAEs WE HEARTILY ENDORSE ANY 
SEEORTS SUCH AS THGSE BY DEF Ts COMMONWEALTH SECREYARTATs 
Sau MiSS+ON aND OTHERS TO FIND SOME MEANS» HOWEVER 
LiMiTED OF DIFFICULT Ta ENFORCE. TO MININIZE HARDSHIPS 
jF PEOPLE OF EAST CENTRaL STATE AND PROMOTE DEVELOPMENT 
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Le RADIO “VOICE ‘OF: SBIARRAN AT 8688 ‘GMT OCT 12 ‘CARRIED ’REPORT 
OF MEETING IN UMUAHIA ‘OCT, 11 OF: CONSULTATIVE ASSEMBLY .AND: 
HOUSE OF CHIEFS. ‘MEETING WAS:.ADDRESSED BY .QUUKWU -WHO ‘URGED 


WREPREGENTATIVES: OF: PEOPLE" ‘TO .CONTENUE WAR .AGAINST INIGERITA® 


HE’. BLAMED :BIAFRASS: “DEFEATS IN WAR ON ‘SABOTEURS AND TRALTORS. 
INCLUD ENG: ‘SOME. EASTERN: ARMY OFFICERS» ‘WHO: FOUND WAYS mae) 


“CET NIGERIAN FORCES: WIN? ‘BATTLES: ‘FOR OGOUAs NSUKKAs OP}, 


BENIN: AND: .ASABAs ‘OYUKU: ‘WARNED: LEADERS THAT ‘TOTAL ‘DEFEAT 

FOR BIAFRA WOULD: MEAN ‘SLAVERY AND: -EXPLITATION OF B810S°IN 

FUTURE o HE APPARENTLY OFFERED: ‘TOUSTEP ‘DOWN - IF ‘PEOPLE WANTED 
ANOTHER LEADER BUT®. ASSEMBLY REPORTEDLY ‘ENDORSED OUUKWUtS vie 
LEADERSHP ENTHUSLASTIGALEY” AND: GAVE! ‘HIM: MANDATE | TO: CONTINUE 
FIGHTING: AGAINST INIGERT Ac 


_ FOREGOING Is ONLY BRIEF SUMMARY AS iHEARD IN LAGOS® 


“TEXTS: OF: NEWS: REPORTS. JAND. OUUKWU*S: SPEECH: (IF BROADCAST) 


NOT™ AN ant AeLe ‘BECAUSE: CONE TO: LAGOS. ‘NOT WORKINGe 


PAGE''3: RUTALS. 3452CC:. “CHiOlsN: Feorap NOT DT AL 
IF FBI'S: RECORDED :BROADCASTs HORE ‘CONSULATE KADUNA ‘CAN :OBTAIN 
AND) ‘TRANSMIT AS. TELEGRAMS © 


COMMENT ‘TIME: GIVEN: “THIS REPORT WHICH, IN EFFECT»: - Oo iete 
AOMITS. DEFEATS AND: :DISSENSTON: WITHIN: ‘RANKS APPEARS 
SIGNIFICANT ® REPORT. ‘SAED: ‘SOME ‘BIAFRAN: ‘SOLDIERS: "SHOT: IN: 
BACK¥ BY OTHER SOLDIERS®: FACT. ASSEMBLY ‘CONDEMNED “THOSE 


WHO: ‘SEEKING: ‘CHANGE: LEADERSHIP. EN: WB TARRAM ‘MUST ‘ENDTCATE: 
HIGH ‘DEGREE: INTERNAL 'DILSSENSION: WHICH: MEETING ‘TRIED: ‘TO 
SUPPRESS». 
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STATE 

Following summarized portion Dept spokesman noon briefing Oct 11: 

QTE Q: There is a report on Reuters about 500 Russian soldiers fighting 
against Biafra. Does State have independent knowledge such a thing? 

A: We do not. JI have seen that story, have asked about it. We do not 
have any such confirming information. 


Q: Will anyone from Dept be having discussions, informal or otherwise, Uy 


with Mr. K.0. Mbadiwe? VU 
Wu 

A: Now that may be possible, will have to check on that. I was not aware ~ 
; ON, 


gentleman was here until I saw that story. On earlier question, ax For 
Background, we aware that there are number of Soviets in Mingeza Nigeria. 
Have not seen anything to confirm figure used in the story nor statement 
they there as combatants. End Background. 

Q: Could the US consider any role to try and bring about a cease-fire, or 
use its good offices in any way, as he has suggested? 


A: I would have to say for Background I have seen nothing to indicate 


that we would. We have taken the position that developments in Nigeria in 
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recent months are of an internal nature, and that our hope is that they 

could be settled among Nigerians themselves. End Background UNQTE 

FYI. We understand above story generated by local Reuters man not familiar 
with recent Nigerian events who attended backgrounder given by Mbadiwe 
yesterday in which latter made clear to others present (AP and UPI reporters) 

he not rpt not here as representative Biafra but in completely private capacity. 
Accordingly, reporter who asked question at briefing later told on background 
basis Mbadiwe here on purely personal basis, that American friends of his, 
private and official, whom he has seen socially and outside Dept on purely 


informal, personal basis confirmed this. END FYI 
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UNCLAS LAGOS 342} 
SUBJECTS MIDWEST TRANSPORTATION SITUATION 


le FMG: HAS ANNOUNCED: APPROVAL: FOR: RESUMPTION COMMERICAL 
FLIGHTS TO BENIN CITY EFFECTIVE OCTelis -SUGH ‘FLIGHTS. MUST: 
TAKE PLACE WITHIN. DAYLIGHT HOURS» 


2e AT SAME TIME SHIPPING BAN HAS BEEN LIFTED FOR MID-WEST 
PORTS. WARRI AND SAPELEs 


3+e NO FURTHER DETAILS RE PARA |» PRESUMABLY NIGERIAN AIRWAYS 
WILL RESUME FLIGHTS TO BENIN AS QUICKLY AS SCHEDULES -cCAN BE. 
ADUUSTED, ‘BUT NO INFO YET ON FREQUENCY® 
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4e SHIPPING SOURCES THINK IT WILL TAKE A FEW -DAYS TO BOOK 


VESSLES FOR THE CREEK PORTS» THE." ADVENTURER," OWNED::BY . 
SOUTHERN STAR SHIPPING OF NEW YORK, TS: EXPECTED TO TAKE | ACCARGO 
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OF FLOUR FROM COMP NY MILL’ LOCATED AT APAPA INTO WARRI BY (END 
‘OF WEEK: THE - “WESTH END» ® A LIBERIAN REGISTERED VESSEL. OWNED 
BY SAME: COMPANYS 148" ‘EXPECTED. TO-PICK. UP ‘CARGO. RUBBER. ‘CONSIGNED: 
TO UeSs ABOUT SAME. ae On EOuNe EUROPEAN: ‘CARGO. ‘PROBABLY’ 
WiLL NOT MOVE UNTIL LATTER HALF OF OCTOBER» AFRICAN TEMBER 

i POR PLYWOOD * ‘NOW “HOLDING 32088 TONS: PLYWOOD FOR EUROPEAN,:SHIPMENTe 
SOME’ EUROPEAN: “SHIPPING LINES HAVE: BEEN ‘UNOFFICIALLY "ACCEPTING 
i Sou THBQUND CARGO. FOR FHE CREEK. PORTS FOR LaST TWO WEEKS IN 
TANTIC “K “ON: im ULB" Be: “‘UIFTED FOR MiDe oWESTo. THIS. CA, GO 

we VARRIT cae WETHIN Two" WEEKS > . wee 


5. ‘MOST URGENTLY DED. BY MIDs -WEST Is. PETROLEUM PRODUCTS: 
“LAGOS NEWSPAPERS: HAVE™ REPORTED" PET TROLEUM" ‘PRICES HAVE RESEN 
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“100 ,PERCENT“RECENTLY IN MID-WEST DUE TO ACUTE SHORTAGES* 
IT EXPECTED ‘COASTAL TANKERS WILL BE LOADING FOR WARRI» 
SAPELED AND. ‘BURUTU “ALMOST “IMMEDIATELYo OTHER VITAL SUPPLIES» 
HUAS SALT > HAVE ALREADY” BEGUN MOVING ‘TO MIDWEST. ‘BY ‘ROAD® 
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i SUBJ# CONDITIONS OF ENUGU CONSULATE ’ 


Ay " 
: REF? STATE 51569 Prf @ 7 bakin ~ ie Mog 
5 jo 4A A aes POAT 7 Bred  Mngtes 
i 1. DEPARTMENT. WOT HAVE RECEIVED™ EMBASSY AIRGRAM 197 
i OF OCT 8» i967 WHICH RECORDS ACTIONS ‘TAKEN BY EMBASSY ‘TO 
ASSURE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT PROTECTION FOR AMERICAN PROPERTY 
IN ENUGU AND REST OF FORMER EASTERN REGION» 


Shien ERE 


2oAS SATED IN EMBTEL 3118 ON: OCT AMBASSADOR CALLED 
: PERMSEC MINISTRY EXTERNAL, SEPA IRS: AND OBTAINED HES: ASSURANCE 
f OF FMG ‘PROTECTION FOR -US ‘PROPERTY TN’ EAST ON OCT . AO PQL 
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_ COUNSELOR FOLLOWED UP IN TALK WITH DEP. PERM SEC» ON OCT 5S | | 
és EMBASSY DELIVERED: FORMAL NOTE TO MINISTYs COPY OF WHICH Is 

: \ ENCLOSRE TO A197 | | 
: H 
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3e EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS THAT INSTRUCTIONS TO SAFEQUARD 
DIPLOMATIC PROPERTIES WERE SENT. 70 ARMY ‘COMMANDER: .ENUGU: FRONT» 


4o FE’ ASSY PLANNING SEND OFFICER TO ENUGU:' VERY NEAR: ‘FUTURE ‘TO 
CHeLe ON CONDITION OUR PROPERTY ANO REPORT. ASAP « 


50 BRITISH CORRESPONDENTS WERE WHERE IN ENUGU OCT 9 REPORTED 
SEEING AMERICAN ‘CONSULA? eS BUILDING WHICH APPARENTLY IN 
SATISFACTORY CONDITION 
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SUBJECT: NIGERIA COMMONWEALTH SECRETARLAT PEACE EFFORTS 


REFs LONDONS onsale Yor 


to SYG ARNOLD SMITH OF COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT .CONVOKED 'EMBOFF 


OCTOBER 1:8 TO DISCUSS STATUS OF His EFFORTS To GEY TALKS 


STARTED BETWEEN FMG AND OJUKWU REPSeo SMITH HAS JUST RETURNED 
FROM CANADA AND US AND DISCUSSED SUBJECT IN NEW YORK ‘OCTOBER 8 


WiTH ARIKPO® 
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22 ACCORDING TO SMITH» HE URGED ARIKPO TO. RECOMMEND TO GOWON 


THAT FMG AGREE SEND REP TO LONDON FOR SECRET ‘TALKS WITH 


AUTHORIZED REP OF OJUKWU UNDER .CS AUSPICESo TALKS WOULD BE 
WITHOUT PRIOR CONDITIONS BY ETHER stpe AND ‘FIGHTING COULD 
CONTINUE AT LEAST IN INITIAL STAGE o | SMITH SAID THAT HE ARGUED 
FMG HAD NOTHING TO LOSE BY AGREEING TO ‘TALKS ‘SINCE THEY WOULD 
BE FREE TO RAISE ANY SUBJECT YHEY WANTED» INCLUDING .SURRENDER | 
OF OJUKWUe HOPEFULLY OF COURSE. TALKS WOULD GO FURTHER “THAN 
THAT AND LEAD TO ACTUAL SETTLEMENT OF CONFLICT oN MUTUALLY 
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ACCEPTABLE GROUNDS « 


30 SMITH SAID THAT ARiKPO QUESTIONED HIM AT LENGTH ABOUT 
PROPOSAL AND EVENTUALLY AGREED TO RECOMMEND IY FAVORABLY TO 
GOWON ON UNDERSTANDING THAT IF TALKS TOOK PLACE (A} THEY WOULD 
BE SECRET AND {8} FMG WOULD KEEP FULL MILITARY PRESSURE -ON 
OJUKWU'S FORCESs ARIKPO DID NOT PREDICT GOWON*’S REACTION BUT 
SaiD HE WOULD COMMUNICATE PROPOSAL TO HIM PROMPTLY. 


&4o SMITH SAID THAT CS WAS ALSO TRYING TO COMMUNICATE PROPOSAL 


PAGE 3 RUDTCR 2820 SECRET 

TO OJUKWUs DEPUTY SYG YAW ADU SPOKE OCTOBER 6 WITH FRANCIS 
NWOKED! WHO WAS TRYING 70 RETURN 70 EASTERN REGION AND WAS 
CONFIDENT HE WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH ouUKWU THIS WEEKo ADU 

IN ADDITION PASSED PROPOSAL THROUGH FORMER YBADAN ‘UNIVERSITY 
CHANCELLOR DIKE WHO ALSO EXPRESSED CONFIDENCE. MESSAGE WOULD 


GET THROUGH. 


So SMITH TOLD EMBOFF THAT ALTHOUGH HE HAD NO WAY OF KNOWING 
WHETHER GOWON WOULD AGREE. TO UNCONDITIONAL TALKS UNDER CS 
AUSPICESs HE WAS ENCOURAGED THAT ARIKPO HAD NOT ‘REJECTED 
PROPOSAL OUT OF HANDs SMITH WAS CONCERNED HOWEVER THAT NWOKED! 
AND DIKE MYGHT HAVE TROUBLE CONTACTING OJUKWU. HE WONDERED 
WHETHER BARNARD .COULD CONVEY CS PROPOSAL TO OJUKWU IF OTHER 


CHANNELS FAILEDe 


60 EMBOFF SAID IT APPEARED BARNARD WAS NOT ABLE TO MOVE. ABOUT 
FREELY AND IT WAS THEREFORE DOUBTFUL THAT HE WAS IN POSIT'TON TO 
PASS CS PROPOSAL TO OJUKWU EVEN IF WE COULD GET iMESSAGE, ‘TO 
BARNARD WHICH WAS .ITSELF- UNCERTAINo- HOWEVER, ° AF. SMITH HEARD, oa 
NOTHING FROM BIAFRANS WITHIN REASONABLE TIME WE COULD ASK: ‘OEPT® 
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WHETHER IT WAS POSSIBLE TO HELP CS WITH COMMUNICATIONS®s SMITH 


SAID HE WOULD KEEP US ADVISEDe 
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ra COMMENT : SMITH IS NOT EASILY DISCOURAGED AND HE IS CLEARLY 
GOING TO KEEP AFTER GOWON. AND {BOS AS LONG AS THERE 1S ANY 

HOPE THAT TALKS CAN BE STARTED» HE LOOKS ON CS EFFORTS AS 
COMPLEMENTARY TO THOSE OF OAU BUT IS OF :COURSE AWARE OF DIFFI=: 
CULTIES OAU MISSION IS HAVING IN GETTING UNDERWAY o SMITH HAS 
KEPT CW AFRICAN COUNTRIES INFORMED OF HIS EFFORTS IN GENERAL 

WAY AND HAS GONE INTO CONSIDERABLE DETALL IN BRIEFING GHANALANS 3} 
HE SAW ANKRAH IN LONDONDGN AND FILLED HIM IN ON WHAT CS WAS 
TRYING TO DOw ANKRAH APPARENTLY SAW NO CONFLICT Wi TH OAU 
EFFORTS aND URGED SMITH TO CONTINUE. 


80 FINALLY» CS CONTINUES ‘TO HOPE EMBASSY LAGOS WILL URGE FMG 

{AND ESPECIALLY GOWON; TO CONSiDER: ADVANTAGES OF ‘SEEKING PEACEFUL: 

a ENS THROUGH DIRECT CONTACT WITH REPS OF OJUKWU {LONDON?S 

24600 AS NOTED REFTEL» THIS WOULD BE DONE WITHOUT SPECIFIC 

REFERENCE TO CS PROPOSAL» BUT HOPEFULLY WOULD HAVE EFFECT OF 
ENCOURAGING GOWON TO REGARD PROPOSAL AS VALUABLE ‘OPPORTUNITY TO 

MAKE CONTACT UNDER DISCREET AND RELY ABLE AUSPICES» BRUCE 
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| le AFTER DISCUSSING SUBJECT WITH CO {TEBBIT? EMBOFF RAISED WITH ; 
ARNOLD SMITH AND YAW ADU OF COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT SUGGESTION 

| THAT CS COULD PERFORM USEFUL SERVICE BY URGING BOTH SIDES IN 

| NIGERIAN CONFLICT FAITHFULLY TO APPLY 1949 GENEVA ‘CONVENTIONS® 
q 
j 


W 2c: SMITH WAS INTERESTED. IN PROPOSAL BU SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO 
DEFER ACTION UNTIL HE HAD CLEARER IDEA WHETHER cs EFFORTS TO 
GET TALKS STARTED (SEPTEL} WERE GOING TO SUCCEED OR FAtILe 

IF TALKS ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE CS WOULD BE IN STRONG POSITION ‘TO d 
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URGE COMPLIANCE WITH GENEVA CONVENTIONSe IF NOTs CS WOULD. 
HAVE NOTHING TO LOSE BY MAKING STRONG PITCH TO BOTH SIDES. 
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fe FORMER BRITISH ‘DHC IN ENUGU (PARKER) ‘REPORTED FROM 
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| IN EAST AND MEASURES FOR THEIR EVACUATION? 


@o “MOVEMENT OF BRITISH OUT OF AREA HAS. SUBSTANTIALLY 
ACCELERATED AND QUR ESTMIATE OF POSITION NOW 1S THAT NONE 
REMAIN IN ENUGUs ABOUT 2@ IN PORT HARCOURT AND A FEW IN EACH 
OF THE OTHER LARGE IBO TOWNS» ABOUT 5@ PLUS ARE IN 

MINORITY AREAS INCLUDING ABAKALIkI. THE TOTAL BRITISH 

IS PROBABLY NOW ABOUT 100+ EXCLUDES WIFES OF BIAFRANS 

WHO ARE SCAYTERED IN VILLAGES OR WHO ARE MAKING THEIR 

WAY OUT « 


30 "THOSE IN MOST DANGER ARE ISOLATED INDIVZDUALS IN 
EsGo ONITSHAs EWERRI AND POSSIBLY UNUAHIA» BUT THESE 
MAY BE FILTERING AWAY At LEAST TO SAFER AREAS» WE KNOW A 
NUMBER OF BUSINESSMEN PLAN TO LEAVE PORT HARCOURT FOR 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 3426CC.S EC R'E T 

CAMEROUN EARLY THIS WEEKe CONSUL. BUEA SPOKE TO 
PROVINCIAL SECRETARY OF PORT HARCOURT BY TELEPHONE THIS 
MORNING AND AGAIN RECEIVED ASSURANCE OF: EVERY ASSISTANCE 
INCLUDING ESCORT FOR ALL ‘TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY o 


4o "PEOPLE IN MINORITY AREAS» MOST MISSIONARIES» ARE IN 
“ee NO’ DANGER FROM LOCAL ‘POPULATION BUT MIGHT FACE HOSTILITY oF 
UNDISCIPLINED SOLDIERS. 


Bo "IF ORONsLOBE ‘SHIP ROUTE OR .ORON*CALABAR=MAMFE 

LAND ROUTE CAN REMAIN OPEN MOST WHO WANT TO SHOULD 

GET AWAYo THIS WILL DEPEND ON .CALM IN :CALABAR AREA© 

SUSPICION OF THREATENED INVASION ‘COULD INCREASE TENSION 

CONSIDERABLY AND MAKE MOVING DIFFICULT>® BoBoGotS 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: MUST BE WORDED TO STRESS URGENCY AND 

SHOULD ALSO REFER TO BIAFRAN GOVERNMENT*’S ASSURANCES OF | 

SAFE PASSAGE. IT IS HOPED EVERY EFFORT WILL: BE MADE ‘TO | 
PERSUADE THE FEDERAL FORCES TO DELAY OPERATIONS. ‘SOUTH OF ! 
IKON AND IN CALABAR AREA AND KEEP GUNBOAT ‘CLEAR OF EKANG : 

TO ENABLE LAUNCHES TO PASS« 
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60 "APART FROM- BRITISH AND HANDFUL ‘OF CANADIANS THERE ARE 
RATHER MORE THAN 102 AMERICANS. IN THE AREAo THE 459 
CATHOLIC MISSIONARIES WILL’ PROBABLY STAY PUT AND 1@@ OR SO 
( GROUP UNDEC 7 INDIAN) CIVILIANS IN NO IMMEDIATE DANGER 
FROM PUBLIC RESENTMENT ALTHOUGH. THEY ‘MAY SUFFER .AS FIGHTING 
EXTENDS. 


7° "AS A LAST RESORT ‘CLEARLY ANNOUNCING PRESENCE OF 
BRITISH WARSHIP: OFF THE ‘COAST :SOLELY ‘TO ‘PROTECT OUR 
NATIONALS WOULD HAVE SALUTARY EFFECTe rs THIS POSSIBLE?” 
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REF t CONAKRY'S 862 .0F OCTs 1G» 1967: 


J+ LIBERIAN RADIO NEWS OCTOBER 11 REPORTED ARRIVAL PREVIOUS DAY a 
GUINEAN SECGEN FONMIN OIALLO (SEE REF) BEARING SPECIAL LETTER FOR 
TUBMAN FROM TOURE» DIALLO REPORTEDLY MET WITH TUBMAN FOR ONE HOUR. |. 
THEN. RETURNED CONAKRYs . . 


2+ AT-AIRPORT DIALLO REPORTEDLY MET PRESS AND STATED HES GOVERNMENT 
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1: TM CONVERSATION WITH ASST AID DIRECTOR REED YESTERDAY,» 
WESTERN MILGOVT SECY OOUMOSU LPROTECT SOURCE! MADE 
FOLLOWING ORSERVATIONS8 


>. SAID HE HAD SEEN CHIEF AWOLOWO IN LAGOS OVER WEEKEND 
AND THAT AWO IN RATHER PHILOSOPHICAL MOODe (CLATMED ‘THAT 


PAGE @ TRADAN 209BB S EC RE T 
\FVER WAR HE WOULD CONTINUE SERVE IN WHATEVER CAPACITY HE 


WAS WANTED, $sEor WOULD SERVE FMG IN LAGOS AS LONG AS 
WAUTED THERE BUT WHENEVER THAT NO LONGER CASE PREPARED 
REMURN SERVE WEST IN {BADANs ODUMOSU GAINED IMPRESSION | 
awe FUMCTIONING 4S DE FACTO HEAD OF GOVT EXCEPT IN FIELD OF | 
DETENSE AND FORETGN AFFAIRS WHERE GOWON TAKING PREMARY 
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RESPONSIBILYTYs <ODUMOSU EXP 
DESPITE CERTAIN LACK SF EXPERIE 
QNUMOSU'S OW REGARD OR ADEBAYO CONTINUES. (HE ALSO 
REMARKED DISPARAGINGLY ON CURRENT MANEWVERING FOR 
POSITION OF HE'S FELLOW EKITI YORUBA IN WESTERN MILGOVTo 
rONUMOSU Ts TJEBU YORUBAS; 


ESSED HIGH REGARD GOWON» 
NCE» WHICH AWO PROVIDES. 


aA 


my 


3. AWO TUSNED OVER TO ODUMOSU PAPERS FOR EXTENSION OF UeSo 
LAN FOR TRADAN WATER SUSPLY AND ASKED HIM OBTAIN AND 
SUBMIT TO HIM WESTERN STATE GOVT°’S COMMENTS. 


4s ONLMOSY ALSO REFERRED TO INTELLIGENCE REPORT ON WOLE 
SOVINKA WHICH HE UNDERS ANOS i THOUGH APPARENTLY HE HAD NOT 
SEEN TT} ASSENTS SOYINKA MADE CONTACT "NOT CLEAR WHET "HER 
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NTRECT OR INDIRECT) WITH VICTOR BANJO AND QUUKWU JUST 

BEMORE EaSTERN BREAKTHROUGH INTO WESTs REPORT ALSO SAID 

TO °MPLICATE {[ODUMOSU DID NOT SAY HoW) BIST ONABANJO 
IWESTERN INFO COMMISSIONER! AND BOLA [GE (WESTERN AGRe 
COMMISSIONER co IT ALLEGES THERE Was PLOT ‘TO REPLACE ADEBAYO 
WITH BANJO WHEN EASTERN FORCES TOOK IBADAN. WHILE 

QDUMOSW NOT CERTAIN OF DETAILS OR ACCURACY OF REPORT» 

Fact OF 37S EXISTENCE MAY EXPLAIN WHY ADEBAYO REPORTEDLY 
MAME OMLY PRO FORMA OBJECTION TO SOYINKA BEING TAKEN 


} L 
TO LAGOS FOR QUESTIONING: ! 


5; COMMENTS: AWO SEEMS TO BE YNG IT COOL AND 
LEAVING HIS OPTIONS OFENe eu Boa TO SOQYINKAd 
RE.TEVE ODUMOSU WOULD NOT HAVE DrScuSSED MATTER IN 
caSHTON HE OTD HAD ANYTHING UNTOWARD (STATE 5) 424) 
HAPPENED TO SOYINKAs FURTHER © CIRCUMSTANTIAL 


EVIDENCE Ig THAT NO STORY OF HARM TO SOYINKA 
CTREULATING IN IBADAN — RE WHE HAS MANY FRIENDS WHO 
KEEP TABS ON HIS WERULFARI« 
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HOWEVER» OUTSIDE CONT ENUED FEDERAL: ‘CONSOLIDATION. AND: MOPPING 
UP ENUGU AREAs BULD FORCES. MID© oWEST NOW. IN: PROCESS: MOVING ‘TO 
NEW AREAS. ASSIGNMENT 


ao WITH: RESPECT ‘SITUATION. ENUGUs IN ADDITION: INFO: “CONTAINED: 
LAGOS 3381 OCT. 1@e CORRESPONDENTS CITED: ‘TOLD: UeKe ‘DEFENSE 


ADVISOR: © 
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FEDERAL FIRST BRIGADE AND. REBEL FIFTY THIRD BRIGADE ‘EASTERN 
_ BRIGADE. SUFFERED VERY HEAVY CASUALTIES THERE: -AND DURING 
SUBSEQUENT FEDERAL MARCH SOUTH TO ENUGUs. Very HARD: FIGHT 
ALSO OCCURRED NINE MILE ‘CORNERe DANJUMA: SAID REBEL MIL 
BODY ‘COUNT EXCEDED TWO THOUSAND e 


~ Be ALL. VILLAGES ALONG ROAD SOUTH FROM NSUKKA. TO ENUGU: ‘DESERTED 
AND MOST, DESTROYED» DAMAGE ‘TO. ENUGU: NoT HEAVY SOME. SSMALLi;SHOPS 
AND GARAGES. DESTROYED BUT HOTEL: PRESIDENTIAL: LOCKED AND 
UNDAMAGEDe WATER AND ELECTRICITY CUT’ OFF». NO EVIDENCE: 
EXPATS LIVING IN TOWNe LOCAL. INHABITANTS LIVING. IN BUSH. AND: 
BELIEVED SHORT FOOD: AND WATERe ON ao OCT REBEL FORCES ‘SOUTH: 
ENUGU STILL .MORTARING TOWN AND HITTING ‘SOUTHERN ‘OUTSKIRTS: 
AT REXTRME RANGE>s 


3e IN CONVERSATION WITH DAO MAP OFFICER 11 OCT» INTELL: OFFICER, 
ARMY STAFF» SAID? 


‘Ao CURRENT FMG INTENTIONS. WERE TO TAKE AND HOLD (IN: ADDITTON 
AREAS’ ALREADY HELD.) ONITSHAs ‘CALABAR AND ‘PORT HARCOURT AREAS o 
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Be ONCE TH]S ACCOMPLISHED "WE JUST GOING TO SET AND ‘WAIT FOR 
THEM {REBELS) TO TALK IT. OUT AMONG THEMSELVES AND DECIDE WHO Is 
GOING TO COME OUT AND SURRENDER SO THAT THE NECESSARY. ‘TALKING 
CAN. GET UNDER WAY"« "WE: HAVE NO INTENTION ANIHILATING: 1BO% 
WE DO INTEND CUT OFF :HIS ACCESS AND COMMO ‘TO OUTSIDE ‘SO: ' THAT 
HE CAN NOT CONTINUE WAGE REBELLION. SOONER. oR. LATER IT WILL 
DAWN ON ‘THEM THAT THEY HAVE LOST AND: THEY “WELL: GET AROUND ‘TO 
DECIDING TIME. HAS COME TO: QUIT» ONCE WE: ‘GET ‘THE EAST ‘CENTRAL 
- STATE CURROUNDEDs WE IN ‘NO PARTICULAR HURRY + ‘THEY ‘NOT’ ‘GOING: 
{* ANYWHEREe (THIS CONFLICTS WITH GOWON'S COMMENTS ‘TO AMBASSADOR 
| OCTOBER 11 REPORTED LAGOS 3403). 


ih 3e NAVAL ACTIVITY. 
: Aco NAVY YARDRECEIVED LARGE NUMBERS TROOPS. ALL: DAY .LONG | 


ag 18 OCTOBER. LARGE. NUMBERS TROOPS ALSO.NOTED APAPA ‘WHARF: AREA | 
e FOR DEBARKATIONe | 
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5 LAGOS FOR ESCARVOS AREA 101445 LOCAL OCT WITH TROOPS AND SUPPLIFS 
: ABOARD: SURVEY iCOMMAND} VESSEL PENELOPE DEPARTED .L.AGOS’ 
16'606 LOCAL OCT WITH KEY NAVAL FIGURE INVOLVED ALL -PREVIOUS 
AMPHIB OPS ON BOARDo DESTINATION ESCRAVOS AREAo {SEE PAR Ba 
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ODUDUWA HEAVILY LOADED WITH TROOPS AND SUPPLIES AND EXPECTS: 
DEPART LAGOS TODAY iff OCT}+ FARRELL'.LINES COASTER WARIG] 
DEPARTED LAGOS 101708 LOCAL OCTo TROOPS» 
EQUIPMENTs SUIPLIES ABOARDo WARIG! MASTER RECEIVED SECRET 
NAVAL ORDERS EARLY 1@ OCT DIRECTING HIM MAKE VOYAGE. AND: 
PROCEDE ESCARVOS FOR MORE TROOPS AND SUPPLIES AND THEN To 
AWAIT FURTHER ORDERS FROM SENION NAVAL COMMANDER IN AREA (ON 
aay MASTER TOLD EXPECT BE AWAY FROM LAGOS "TEN TO 
{°TEEN DAYSo" 


Co iN CONSYDERING OPERATIONS. AGAINST ‘CALABAR AND/OR. 

HARCOURT WHICH APPEAR BE DEVELOPING, I7 INTERESTING NOTE: 

APPROX NUMBERS TROOPS AVAIL: TO FMG FOR SUCH. OPERATIONSo BASED 

ABSOLUTE ROCK BOTTOM ESTIMATES FMG LIKELY HAVE AT LEAST 2500 

MEN ON EACH BONNY AND ESCRAVOS AREASo ADD’ TO THYS MOST: 

CONSERVATIVE ESTIMATE NUMBERS TROOPS BEENG SHIPRED OUT 

: LAGOS LAST SEVERAL DAYSs TWO THOUSAND» AND PERHAPS 4990 

i FROM THIRD DIV IN MED=WESTs AND YT CAN BE SEEN FMG STAGING. 
: FOR THiS OPERATION(S} WITH MINIMUM FIGURE ELEVEN ‘THOUSAND 
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TROOPS AVAIL» DATT BELIEVES THIS COULD WELL BE MORE» AT ANY’ 
RATEs IT NOT BEYOND REALM POSSIBLE FOR EITHER SIMULTANEOUS OR 

CLOSELY COORDINATED OPERATIONS TO BE LAUNCHED. AGAINST ‘CALABAR 

AND. HARCOURT DURING WEEK {5 OCT» IT PROBABLE, ALSO» SUCH 

OPERATIONS WILL BE SUPPORTED PRIOR TO AND DURING OPERATIONS. 

BY ALL NIGERIAN AIR FORCE CAN PUT INTO AIR AT TEMEs 
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REPORTS KANQ ARMY BARRACKS NOW FILLED WITH RECRUITS: THIS IN 
CONTRAST PREVIOUS POOR RECRUITMENT AT KANO: AND LITTLE: NOTED: 
ACTIVITY FIFTH BN BARRACKSe ANOTHER SOURCE UNDETERMINED 
RELIABILITY REPORTS JETS AT ALRPORT MAKURDI UNDER TARPe 
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Local Ibo Peputaeson and poeesbte agenevace guerrilla warfare, Such development 
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. for opponents sis foreign aid, Taming | of OU intervention is eu crucial and 
October 31 dats might be too ‘late influence present course of events, eee enOUr, 
Alscusston Palmer spoke wi of urgency and. of res hope that OAU might be able 
auater: ‘in bringing about: cease~ “fires He asked Boaton if anything - eetta be aun 

‘to hasten OAU action, . 
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Wole Soyinka, Africa's leading playwright, in danger falling victim 
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Lagos reports indicate Soyinka, detained since mid-August for article 
he wrote crying out for end to fratricidal conflict, has been beaten 


up and may be killed. 
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2. Soyinka speaks as playwright, not politician, belongs to Yoruba 

people, not secessionist East. Apart from writing in favor reconciliation, 
he has not taken sides in war. Americans who heard him lecture year and 
half ago at University Colorado respect him as serious poet and playwright. 
While he languishes in jail two of his one-act plays being prepared for 


off-Broadway. 
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20 IT WOULD BE HIGHLY DESIRABLE IF LAGOS CHIEFS OF 
MISSION OF SIX MEMBER STATES COULD BE GIVEN ACTIVE 

ROLE WITH FMG SOONESTo BEST WAY FOR DIORI TO BRING THIS 
ABOUT WOULD BE TO SUBMIT URGENTLY To FIVE: ASSOCIATED 
HEADS OF STATE AND GOWON SPECIFIC. PROPOSALS FOR ROLE 

OF LAGOS CHIEFS OF MISSIONe F ALL HEADS OF STATE 

AGREED WITH PROPOSALS» ‘CHIEFS OF MISSION: WouLD HAVE 
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. ds, SEVERAL MEMBERS. LAGOS: DIPLOMATIC: ‘CORPS: HAVE EXPRESSED 
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\ MID°WEST AND AREA NORTH OF ENUGUo WE KNOW THAT FMG FORCES 

| AS WELL AS EASTERNERS HAVE SUFFERED RATHER LARGE CASUALTIES 
ALTHOUGH NUMBERS. NOT ANNOUNCEDe DANGER OF. REPRISALS 

\ CONTINUES» 
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| 2o VIEWS OF DIPLOMATIC CORPS HAVE BEEN MADE KNOWN TO FMG 

\ THROUGH DEAN (DICKOs AMBASSADOR OF: ‘CAMEROONS } AS WELL .AS BY 

4 INDIVIDUAL ENVOYS. AMBASSADOR DICKO IS NOW. ACCOMPANYING 
EMBASSY HOPES. DEPARTMENT WILL HAVE OPPORTUNITY DISCUSS MATTER 
\ WITH DICKO WHILE. HE IS IN USA PERSONAL: ‘MESSAGE. FROM AHIDJO 
TO: GOWON MIGHT BE PARTICULARLY HELPFUL AT. THIS) TIME 
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PARTICIPANTS: Foreign: J. Rudolph Grimes, The Secretary of State of Liberia 
S. Edward Peal, Ambassador of Liberia 


R.B. King, First Secretary, Embassy of Liberia 
United States: The Secretary 


R.K. Sherwood, Country Officer, Liberia 
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OA eee rer cere the Nigerians 
Secretary Grimes said that initially the Liberian Government had urged/against 

fighting, believing that nothing would be solved by military action. The Federal 

Military Government (FMG), however, had insisted it was an internal affair, and 

contended there would be an element of recognition of the rebellious area if 

outsiders were allowed to assist. OAU discussed the subject privately and at 

é length, Grimes continued, before the formation of a consultation mission of six 

i heads of state. The view of most governments at Kinshasa was that the secession 


of the Eastern Region should be avoided but that the FMG should make concessions. 


Only the intervention by the consultation mission might dispose the FMG to make 
concessions. At/s 


amé time, the commission will assure the FMG that it will oppose 
secession. 
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é The Secretary remarked that the tragedy of Nigeria touches on US history, too, 
3 as there had been too little disposition to parley before the outbreak of o 
% own civil, war. SHould Nigerian federal troops continue their successes in/EAS ern 
% 
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Region,/ ecretary continued, we hope they will show a sense of discipline and avoid 
unnecessary killing. Secfetary Grimes said that Colonel Gowon's written instructions 


to his troops were admirable, but he feared that in the heat of battle ‘there would 
be excesses. 
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SecretaryGrimes noted that the consultative mission was scheduled to meet on October 


31. He hoped strongly that there would be no further postponement. 


The Secretary 
Lagreed. 


He related events in Nigeria to their possible adverse effect on our 
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foreign assistance appropriations, as our economic assistance to Nigeria has been 


relatively great. He therefore wished President Tubman and the other Heads of 
State success in their mission as they would be serving not only Nigeria but the 
entire continent and its reputation elsewhere. 


Secretary Grimes noted criticisms of the US and the UK by the FMG and by 
one of its emissaries (Arikpo) who spoke with President Tubman, because of their 
refusal to sell arms to the FMG. As a result, the FMG turned to the USSR, 
frightening many of Nigeria's neighbors in West Africa. The Secretary replied that 
we had hoped there would be no military solution to the problem. Supplying arms, 
we had reasoned, would have encouraged a military solution, discouraged the process 
of palaver, and’  —=—scadded appreciably to the danger facing two thousand US 
citizens in the Eastern Region. 
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le IRISH AMB REPORTED TO DCM CONVERSATION HE HAD WITH 

FATHER COLEMANs IRISH SSMA PRIEST WHO ARRIVED LAGOS. YESTERDAY 

FROM AGBORe FATHER COLEMAN SAID "BUKFRAN" TROOPS LEFT AGBOR 

WITHOUT A FIGHT BUT BEFORE LEAVING THEY KILLED OFF ALL NON= 
TBO MENs WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN AGBORe EMB HAS NO CONF YRMATION 
THIS REPORT FROM OTHER SOURCES NOR ANY IDEA NUMBERS INVOLVED. 
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fo THREE BRITISH CORESPONDENTS WHO WERE IN ENUGU YESTERDAY 
(acy 9} INFORMED NEW YORK TIMES CORRESPONDENT FRIENOQLY 
AS FOLLOWS. 


@co ENUGU Ig DEFINITELY UNDER FEDERAL ARMY CONTROLe IT 
IS LARGELY DESERTED BY CIVILIANS: SAME TRUE OF AREA 
BETWEEN ENUGU AND NSUKKAc 


30 FEDERAL FORCES HAVE NOT RPT NOT YET SEIZED ENUGU. AETRPORT 
ALTHOUGH IT HAS BEEN NEUTRALIZEDe ARMY COMMANDER IN. ‘ENUGU 
SAID HE COULD TAKE AIRPORT AT ANY TIME BUT DOES: NOT WANT 

IT OPEN BECAUSE HE DOES NOT WANT TO BE BOTHERED BY REPORTERS 
AND OTHERS WHO WOULD COME IN BY PLANEe 


4o CORRESPONDENTS REPORTED HAVING SEEN FOREIGN MERCENARIES 
FLYING FMG PLANES AT MAKURDI © IT POSSIBLE SOME PRESS ‘STORIES 


WILL FEATURE PRESENCE OF MERCENARY PILOTS IN NIGERTAN 
AIR FORCE® MATHEWS. 
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S ECR ET @418 OCT 67° SGD HALLIGANe ‘COUNTRY’ NIGERIA» 
” SUBJECT’ UPDATE ‘CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIl, SITUATTONe DIA 
: FOR DIACO# CINCSTRIKE FOR STRJ@°C# DA FOR..ACSI° 


lo FOLLOWING AVAIL ARMY HQ SOURCES MORNING 93° OCT 
Ac ENUGU FRONT: FEDERAL FORCES NOW ‘cONTROL ALL’ ROUTE 
: THREE FROM NORTHERN BORDER EAST CENTRAL ‘STATE SOUTH “TO AND 
if INCLUDING NINE MILE CORNER WHICH TAKEN BY FEDERAL. TROOPS 
LATE 29 SEPe FORCES HAVE MOVED SOUTH ‘EAST FROM ROUTE 
THREE» ACROSS KEY TERRAIN TO HEIGHTS OVERLOOKING ENUGUS 
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SUPPORTING MOVE ALSO MADE. EAST ALONG ROUTE ELEVEN TO ENUGU 

‘ HEIGHTSe BY COMBINATION: THESE MOVES, FEDERAL. FORCES CLAIM 

: CONTROL, ALL GHIGH GROUND OVERLOOKING ENUGU FROM SOUTHWEST 

@ ENUGU TO AREAS NORTH AND NORTH EAST ENUGU* INTERMITTENT 

NG MORTAR ING OF NORTHERN AND: WESTERN SUBURBS ENUGU APPEARS | | 


ScONTINUEo IT BELIEVED ROADS EAST TO ABAKLIKY AND DUE SOUTH ee | 
: f9 OZALLA STILL OPEN PROBABLE RAILROAD SOUTH OF ENUGU. : ; 
SWILL OPERATIONAL» BUILDUP FEDERAL FORCES AND EQUIPMENT 
4 


SECRET 


i DECLASSIFIED, 


k 
‘ 


Authority’; : L.A 
| ov/Weava Date U7 } | 


SALON RI Vn Atte am 


otter 


NCSI MRSA eer ete 


ot Bieta Go dense pee UES Oe Bi BE ert ties Si o/8 SD Shere Sep arere reg ES SR Set Se 8 Sat) @ eee eso Ria SS RS RRIF eR ST 


| hs of State TELEGRAM = 


SECRET 


PAGE #2 @61807Z 


CONTINUES ON HEIGHTS PREPARATORY ASSAULT ENUGU PROPER» 
ARMY HQ THIS MORNING ANXIOUSLY AWAITING NEWS FROM FRONT 


WHICH 
sy 

RONIR EH#ASSAULT IMMEDIATELY IMMINENTo 

B> MIDeWEST FRONT: AFYER FIERCE BATTLE WAGED OVER PERTOD 

SEVERAL DAYS» FEDERAL FORCES MOVED {NTO AGBOR 361909 LOCAL 

SEP> REPORTEDLY WELCOMED BY JUBILANT POPULATIONe ; . 
SUBSEQUENTLYs IN EARLY MORNING HOURS @! OCT ENUGU FORCES LAUNCHED 
HEAVY COUNTERATTACK WHICH REPULSED BY MID=MORNING SAME DAYo 

ARMY HQ@ ILLUSTRATES FIERCE NATURE BATTLE FOR aGBOR BY FACT 

"FIVE HUNDRED UNIFORMED .ENUGU FORCE BODIES COUNTED IMMEDIATE 

AREA GBOR AFTER BATTLE"c SOURCES ADMIT. THIRTY FEDERAL DEADS 

NO MENTION TOTAL CASUALITIESoCOLONEL MUHAMMED HAS NOW 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 3140CC SECRET 

LOCATED HQ HIS TWO DIV AGBORs DIV ELEMENTS AT VILLAGE UMUNEDE 

1G617N @619E} APPROX NINE ROAD MILES EAST AGBOR AS OF ‘62 OCT 

AND FORWARD. ELEMENTS BELIEVED WITHIN TWENTY MILES ASABA BRIDGE 

TOWARD WHICH ANOTHER ‘COLUMN FROM ADEKUNLE"S THIRD DIV ALSO 

REPORTED ADVANCING NORTHEAST FROM KWALEe ; 

Co CALABAR AREA’ FEDERAL FORCES STILL MAKING STEADY BUT 

EXTREMELY SLOW {DUE WEATHER CONDITIONS! PROGRESS ALONG 

EKANGeCALABAR ROADe RATE OF ADVANCE TOO SLOW TO BE 

SIGNIFICANT THIS POINTs HOWEVER? 

De BONNY AREA? SUBSTANTIAL ‘REINFORCEMENTS ‘CONTINUE REACH 

BONNYe AREA NOW ‘CONSIDERED FIRMLY-FEDERAL HANDSe r 
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2> AIR FORCE ACTIVITY’ FEDERAL AIR. ATTACKS SELECTED 
HOSTIL TARGETS NOW TAKING PLACE DAILY BASISo .L¥29s 

BASED BENINs ONE JET HUNTING PROVOST AND. DC3*S BASED 
KADUNA AND ,USING INTERMEDIATE FIELD MAKURDI¢s AND FOUR 
MiGS BASED IKEJA {NOW OPERATIONAL ONCE MORE) ALL BEING 
UTILIZEDo TARGETS ENUGUs.ASABAs ONITSHA AND PORT ‘HARCOURT 
ALL RECENTLY BOMBEDs STRAFEDs AND/OR ROCKETTEDe RAID 
ATRPORT FACILITIES HARCOURT WAS BY MIGSe PILOTS: RETURNING 
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1. We deeply concerned at effects on future Nigeria if there should be 

continued fighting in East which could degenerate into full guerrilla war 

or wide punitive actions by FMG forces against Ibo population. There 

have been reports indicating substantial violations of rights of protected 

persons under Geneva Conventions for Protection of War Victims (1949) 

which inspire this concern, Diplomatic corps Lagos has just made very 

useful demarche on this matter (reftel); Now Embassy requested to raise 

with appropriate CO officials whether they consider Commonwealth Secretariat 

also cauld be helpful in possible CW communication to both sides in Nigeria 
“ey in support assurances of both sides apply Geneva Conventions (ICRC Press 
¢, Release 851b, 8/4/67), their efforts secure compliance with Conventions | 
x and humanitarian efforts of ICRC and Nigerian Red Cross, 

2. Nigeria is party to Geneva Conventions for Protection of War Victims 

ee | & = | 
Drafted by: «= AF SARW is Mie bddirne : beet: transmission and ; William C.“Trimble 
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i (1949), Both sides have assured ICRC Conventions would be applied (see especially | 

Article three of all Conventions). ICRC working with both sides, has helped organize 
some Nigerian Red Cross relief activities, has placed ICRC representatives and 
medical teams with each side, has had access to some POW's and interned civilians 
and has been allowed perform its humanitarian role. Both sides have concerned 
themselves with problem of securing respect by their armed forces for civilians, 
captured military personnel and wounded and sick. 
3. If CO believes Secretariat could perform useful service as described and is 


willing support approach, Embassy may then raise subject with Secretariat, 
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SUBJE®% BRITISH REPRESENTATION. IN ENUGU 

fe BRITISH HIGH .COMMISSIONER HUNT HAS RECOMMENDED TO CoOc 
THAT OFFICER BE SENT FROM LAGOS. TO ENUGU AS SOON .AS 


CIRCUMSTANCES PERMITe HC NOW THINKING OF ASSIGNING INGLEDOWs 
WHO HAD BEEN SLATED TO GO ENUGU FROM CAMEROON SIDE BUT UNABLE 
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GEY THERE BEFORE BRITISH DHC PARKER: DEPARTEDo 


a. iN MESSAGE TO C*O5« HUNT COMMENTED SINCE CAPTURE OF ENUGU 
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"APPEARS Tg BE DUE TO PANIC BY DEFENDERS RATHER THAN RESULT 
OF HARD>FOUGHT BATTLE IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT HC PERMISES HAVE 
ESCAPED DAMAGE BUT BEING UNGUARDED THEY ARE OBVIOUSLY IN 
DANGER OF LOOTINGs I HAVE SPOKEN TO GOWON AND URGED HIM 

TO HAVE A GUARD PUT ON THEM (WE HAD TOLD ARMY ABOUT ADDRESSES 
IN ADVANCE} AND TO LET US KNOW AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WHEN 

WE CAN SEND SOMEONE TO LOOK AFTER THEMe I WOULD NOT 

PROPOSE TO REOPEN THE DHC*S OFFICE OSTENTATIQUSLY BUT ‘PERSON 
SENT TO PROTECT THE PROPERTY WOULD NATURALLY LOOK AFTER 

ANY REMAINING BRITISH NATIONALS WHO HAVE NO ONE TO TURN 

TOc I SHALL. SEND INGLEDOW TO ENUGU AND HAVE INSTRUCTED 

HIM TO RETURN FROM BUEA ON OCTOBER 7" 


30 HUNT ALSO COMMENTS’ “REGRETTABLYs SINCE PARKER AND 
BARNARD HAVE LEFT I SHALL MISS THE USUAL STORY FROM AN 
OBLIGING TRAVELLER WHO HAS JUST MOTORED ‘TO ENUGU AND BACK 
WITHOUT SEEING ANY SIGNS OF. FEDERAL TROOPS*, 
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REF? Ao LAGOS 33@2+ Be STATE 50636 


fe ASSUME YOU WILL. RETAIN ‘COMMUNICATOR .AND BRICKHILL« 
IMPORTANT YOU ARRANGE IMMEDIATE . EVACUATION OF: OTHER: ‘MEMBERS: 
OFFICIAL STAFF WHO SHOULD REPORT. ‘TO. LAGOS» ‘DUZAR ADVISED. TN 
TEL OCT 3 THAT JEAN COLE URGENTLY NEEDED BY OcT 1B 


2c IN EVENT JOPET EMBASSY = UKIC SURVEY. TEAM ABLE 'PROCEED 
ENUGU FOLLONIHG INFO WOULD BE iHELPFULs 
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: be CONTENTS: (7 /AULTe 

20 VAULT COMBINATION. | 
3c GENERAL STATEMENT IF POSSIBLE RE STATUS OF: PROPERTIESe | 
he REF Be IS LOCAL’ GOVERNMENT AWARE YOUR ‘COMMUNICATIONS: 
CAPABILITY? NEED IMMEDIATE REPLY o 
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te ON OCT 9 EMBASSY RECEIVED CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION FROM 


BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION AND MILITARY ‘SOURCES THAT CITY 


COUNCIL aT ONITSHAs MOST IMPORTANT TRADING CENTER ON NIGER 


RIVER IN EASTERN NIGERIAs SENT DELEGATION TO SEEK PEACE 


WITH COLe MURTALA MOHAMMEDs OFFICER COMMANDI 
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TROOPS IN MiD=WEST+ BY THAT TIME VARIOUS BITS OF INFORMATYON 
INDICATED THAT CITY OF ASABA IN MiDe WEST OPPOSITE ONITSHA 
HAD BEEN LARGELY CAPTURED. BY FEDERAL TROOPS AND BRIOGE 
ACROSS RIVER HAD PROBABLY BEEN SECURED? 


2o INFORMATION OBTAINED BY DAT? OVER WEEKEND INDICATES 
FIGHTING AT ASABA HAS BEEN HEAVY BUT CLTY AND BRIDGE 

ARE PROBABLY UNDER FEDERAL CONTROL» ONE REPORT NOT YET 
CONFIRMED SAYS APPROACH TO BRIDGE OR PART OF IT HAS BEEN 
BLOWN UP. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DELAYED OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 
CAPTURE OF ASABA UNTIL OCT 9 PROBABLY BECAUSE 

THEY WANTED BE ABSOLUTELY SURE OF CONTROL» AND ALSO» 
BECAUSE THEY MAY BE ENGAGED IN WGRKING OUT PEACE YERMS WITH 
CIVILIAN LEADERS IN ONITSHAc WESTERN NIGERIA NEWPAPER 
"DATLY SKETCH" OCTOBER 9 HAS FRON? PAGE PICTURE OF FEDERAL 
TROOPS2 INCLUDING COLe MOHAMMEDs WALKING ON ASABAsONTISHA 
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BRIDGEs THIS PICTUREs APPARENTLY AUTHENTIC» SHOWS MAJOR 
PART OF BRIDGE INTACT AND CAPTION SAYS FEDERAL TROOPS ARE 
BUSY CLEANING POCKETS OF REBEL RESISTANCE IN ASABAco ANOTHER 
PICTURE» APPARENTLY TAKEN ON APPROACH TO BRIDGE ALLEGEDLY 
SHOWS SMOKE RISING FROM ONITHSA® 


30 LAGOS MORNING POST HAS HEADLINE”"ONITSHA PEOPLE CONDEMN 
OGUKWUe" ATICLE CLAIMS THAT PROMINENT CIVILIANS IN ONITHSA 
"INCLUDING OBI ONYEJEKWE Ils HIS TRADITIONAL PRIME MINISTER? > 
THE ODU OF ONITSHAs CHIEF Io MBANEFOs TRADERS AND ANCILLARY fi: 
WORKES ‘HAVE OPENLY CONDEMNED OJUKWU°S REBELLION IN THE : 
EASTERN STATES"e® ARTICLE STATES THAT AT MASS MEETING ALL 
TRUE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ONITSHA WERE WARNED NOT TO HAVE t 
ANYTHING To DO WITH THE REBELS» THiS APPARENT PROPAGANDA : 
BLAST BY FMG IS INTERESTING BECAUSE IT TRIES TO DRAW . 
DISTINCTION RETWEEN PEOPLE OF ONITSHA AND OTHER IBOSe : 
ARTICLE CLAIMS THAT PEOPLE TOLD AT MASS. MEETING "AS A PEOPLE i 
WITH OUR ANCESTRAL ORIGIN IN THE BENIN ROYAL HOUSE WE REGARD : 
i. THE NNEWIS AND AWKAS AS IBOS {MEANING LABORERES) AND WE WILL iF 
RESIST ALL ATTEMPTS BY THEM TO TREAT US AS SLAVES"o [T-28 025 cee qe 
ALSO SAID "IF THE HOSTILITIES OF THE IGBOS ON ONITSHAS Ee 
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DO NOT SrOps. WE WILL TAKE UP ARMS AGAINST THE REBELS AND 
THE:R AGENTS IN OUR MiDS™ TO ASSERT GUR LOYALTY AND SUPPORT 
FOR THE FEDERAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT o" 


4o COMMENT: ARTICLE IN MORNING POST QUOTED ~aBOVE MAY BE 
LARGELY PROPAGANDA BUY OTHER EVIDENCE THAY SOME CIVILIAN 
LEADERS ARE SEEKING MAKE DEALWITH FMG CAN NOT BE IGNORED. 
THERE IS REAL POSSIBILITY THat PEOPLE OF ONYTSHA WHO ARE 
AMONG THE BEST AND MOST PROSPFROUS TRADERS yN WEST AFRCICA 
WOULD TRY YO PRESERVE THEIR MARKET AND INVESTMENTS BY 
COMING TO TERMS WITH FMG: SINCE OVUKWU IS NOT FROM ONITSHA 
AND BECAUSE OUUKWU GOVERNMENT HAS FLED FROM ENUGU AND IS 
TRYING Yo ESTABLISH IVSELF IN ABA=UMUAHIA AREA ITS IS 
POSSIBLE THAT PEASE COULD COME To EaST NOT YHROUGH SURRENDER 
BY OUUKWU AND HiS SUPPORTERS BUT BY INDIVIDUAL TOWNS AND 
PROVINCES COMING YO TERMS WITH ADVANCING FEDERAL ARMY. 
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‘SUBJ! OAU MISSION TO NIGERIA. 


fe (BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER HUNT HAS EXPLAINED TT CeO 
THAT REAL REASON FOR FAILURE OAU MISSION COME TO NIGERIA 


BY. OCTOBER 5 WAS INABILITY HEADS OF STATE CONCERNED TO 
AGREE AND NOT NIGERIAN OBSTRUCTIONISM. ‘HIS COMMENTS 
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ry IT 1s TRUE THAT NIGERIANS FAR FROM ENTHUSIASTIC 
ABOUT MISSION AND QUITE GLAD: IT HAS BEEN DELAYED ‘UNTIL A 
PRs WHEN IT WILL Fe “CLEAR THEY HAVE WON THEIR WAY ‘THEY 
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ARE: NOT RESPONSIBLE. FOR DELAY IN ITS ARRIVAL» ON CONTRARY 
THEY: HAVE AGREED ‘TO EVERY DATE PROPOSED, BEGINNING WITH 

26TH SEPTEMBER WHICH ANKRAH FORCED ON GOWON IN COURSE 
TELEPHONE CONVERSATION, MUCH TO DISMAY OF MEAs AND INCLUDING 
5TH, OCTOBER. WHICH AT: ONE TIME LOOKED HOPEFUL» IT.IS THE 
HEADS. OF STATES. COMPOSING THE MISSION WHO.'HAVE BEEN UNABLE 
TO AGREE’ ON A DATEs AS IS NATURAL.. ENOUGH: ‘PERHAPS ANKRAH 
DESERVES MOST” BLAME FOR INSISTING ON UNREALISTICALLY EARLY 
DATE” SO. ‘THAT HE: COULD GET OFF ‘ON HIS JAUNT ‘TO CANADAo" 
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SUBJ! INDECATLONS OF: FMG ATTITUDE TOWARDS: PEACEFUL: 
SETTLEMENT NIGERIA CONFLICT 


tc IN RECENT DAYS EMBASSY -HAS [NOTICED FAVORABLE’ FMG:. INFO: 
MEDIA TREATMENT OF OVERSEAS: PRESS ARTICLES CALLING FOR 

END OF HOSTILITIES: AND WORKING .OUT ‘OF ‘PEACEFUL ‘SETTLEMENT « 
FOR EXAMPLE» LOCAL PAPERS ON OCT 8 CARRIED» PN-FULLy 
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MANCHESTER GUARDINAN EDITORPTL OF. OCT ‘65 ‘GLST OF WHICH WAS 
IBOS SHOULD REJOIN FEDERATION®e GUARDIAN::SAYS» APART FROM 
1803s FEDERATION: UNDER GOWON “HAS FASHIONED AN IMPRESSIVE 


PAGE 2 RUTALS ‘333 ;CC: CON F 7 :D ENT f AL: 

DEGRE OF ‘ONY TYD: AND. SALUTES: IDEA OF DIVEONG FOUR ‘WARRING 
REGIONS INTO {2 NEW STALFSo" EDITORIAL POENTS OUT: iBos 

HAVE NO EFFECTIVE FRIENDS ABROAD: AND: THAT: 2 STATE: ARRANGEMENT 
"OFFERS SECURITY AGAINST’ ‘NORTHERN DOMINATIONo® 


20 ON OCT 6 DAILY TIMES REPRODUCED, IN FULL» EDITORIAL: 
FROM NEW YORK ‘TIMES ENTITLED “WAY ‘TO. PEACE IN. NIGERTZA» 
WHICH EMBASSY HAS SEEN AS’ REPRINT IN INTERNAT TONAL: EDITION 
OF WASHINGTON POST*HERALD TRIBs AS: DEPARTMENT DOVBTLESS 
AWARE» THIS: EDITORIAL ‘POINTS OUT THAT GAME. SEEMS UP FOR 
SECESSIONIST BIAFRA» BUT: “THES. DOES: ‘NOT RPT NOT NECESSARILY 
MEAN END TO CIVIL: STRIFE* HOUR HAS. ARRIVED FOR RESPONSIBLE 
1B0: LEADERS: SEEK. END FIGHTING AND FOR. VICTORIOUS FEDERAL: 
GOVERNMENT ‘TO: DEMONSTRATE: WILL AND: CAPACITY FOR NATIONAL: 
RECONCILIATION AND. RECONSTRUCTION IT ‘HAS PROMISED oe" 


30 RADIO LAGOS OCT 9 QUOTED: FINANCIAL: TIMES (LONDON) AS: 
POINTING OUT SENSELESSNESS. CONTINUED: -RESTSTANCE: TO’ FMGo 
ALSO QUOTES. TIMES OF LONDON: AS SAYING THAT OJUKWUy BY’ 
FOOLHARDINESS’ OF FURTHER FIGHTINGs WILL) .BRING ‘UNTOLD MISERY 
TO HIS’ PEOPLE» 


ho COMMENT: EMBASSY BELIEVES IT VERY LIKELY FMG PLAYING JUP 
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OVERSEAS CALLS: FOR. END TO. FIGHTING 1s. INDICATIVE (REASONABLE. 

FMG: STANCE TOWARDS: CESSATION FIGHTING AND BEGINNING ‘PEACERUL 
SETTLEMENT WHILE FMG POSITION THAT EAST ‘MUST ABANDON: ‘SECESSTONs. 
ACCEPT ft2e° STATE SYSTEMs .AND REPLACE ‘OUUKWU REMAINS FUND@ 

MENTAL PUBLIC POLICY. IT ‘PROBABLE: THAT ‘DECISTON. ‘PUBLICIZE: 

CALLS FOR RAPID: END OF FIGHTING: REPRESENTs FOR” “TIME: BEING 

AT LEAST» ASCENDENCY ‘OF. THOSE ‘WiSHING RECONCILIATION: RATHER: 
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THAN FURTHER FIGHTINGe THIS APPEARS BE TRUE. AT PRESENT 
DESPITE PCPVATION FOR MORE ATTACKS ON’.I1BOS ‘OFFERED 

BY SUCH INCIDENTS AS. BOMBING: OF. LAGOS MORNING ‘OCTe 7 
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fe FOLLOWING INFO AVIL RELTABLE SOURCES ARMY HQ MORNENG 


A> FOLLOWING PERIOD RELATIVE QUIET “ENUGU 

AREA FOLLOWING . 

FEDERAL CAPTURE @4§ OCT» BULK FEDERAL FIRST AND THIRD :BRIGADESs 
FIRST Dive MOVED. INTO AND AROUND TOWNe WEEKEND 87/98 OCT» 
HOWEVER» SAW -SOME ACTION: IN AREAo SEVERAL 

SFORADYC FRE . 

FIGHTS {NONE OF: SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE} WITH STRAGGLER 
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ELEMENTS AND SMALL’ REBEL POCKETS OCCURRED|ON ‘HEIGHTS ABOVE 
ENL'GUs FEDERAL MOPPING UP. THIS AREA IN PROGRESS» ‘DURING 


SECRET 


R 
* 


Authority” A 


py Wea Ra Date _ 


Depariment of State TELEGRAM 


‘SECRET 


PAGE: 02 #919552Z 


EARLY WOURS: @7 OCTs REBEL: FORCES: ATTEMPTED COUNTERATTACK 

ENUGU FROM SOUTH ALONG ROUTE THREEo EFFORT pEFEATED balls ; 

REGUL FORCES SUFFERING REPORTED ONE HUNDRED ‘DEADe FIRST DIV 

NOx MOVING SOUTH FROM ENUGU ON TWO COLUMN AxrSe : WESTERN 

COLUMN ‘CENTERED ROUTE TEN MOVING TOWARD. VILLAGE ‘UDI 

(Gel UN GTERE lc EASTERN CCLUMN MOVING: ROUTE THREE WITH 
BUECTIVE VILLAGE AWGU (@8S5N @729E) WHICH BELTEVED 

HOME REBEL: igi DiVe 


Bo CIVILEANS AND SOME CIVIL SERVANTS ‘REPORTED ALREADY 
RETURNING ENUGU> NBC. BROADCASTING FaciLITies ENUGU HAVE 
GENERAT on _AND YNAMO REMOVEDs REPLACEMENTS: BEING ‘SENT 

FROM LAG NIGERIA POLICE SOURCES BELIEVE ‘RADIO BY APRA 
NOW Uf IC TEiNe MOBILE FACILITIES AND ‘OPERATING: FROM ABA ARE As 
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INCLUDED LTC GODWIN ALLY WOUNDED IN CHEST* NIGER BRIDGE: 
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appropriate action to ensure that American property will be safeguarded 
|_| apres the course of military operations. This was done with particular 
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number of U.S. government- zt properties are located. 


On October 2, 1967, directly after the Embassy learned of the evacuation 
of Consulate personnel from Enugu, the Ambassador telephoned the . 
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of External Affairs to convey 
fe the substance of the enclosed note. The Political Counselor followed up 
with a similar request and reminder in a conversation with the Deputy - 


Ry Permanent Secretary of the Ministry on October 4, 1967. The Deputy 
| 2 Permanent Secretary promised that the list of U.S. government 

2 fe properties would be sent immediately to the commander of the Federal 
ae cs forces in the East with instructions to protect those properties. 
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ee 7, On the evening of October 5 an announcement on Nigerian TV and radio 
&3 cet news said that 'the Federal Military Government has taken adequate 
.ateps to safeguard properties belonging to foreign missions, foreign 
‘commercial and private concerns as well as the Nigerians in Enugu. 
An announcement from the Supreme Headquarters” Lagos gives — 
assurance that similar steps to those now beifig taken at Enugu would be 
_ taken to safeguard lives and properties in other towns in the East 
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AND NO. REPORTS DEATHS OTHER THAN CREW .OF AIR CRAFT e RADIO LAGOS 
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(A) THE CATHOLIC. CONVENT IN. BENIN CITY ‘WaS SERIOUSLY - DAMAGED 
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OF FEDERAL SOLDIERS FORCED THEIR WAY INTO THE CATHOLIC SEMINARY 
IN BENIN CITYs FIRED SOME SHOTS OVER ‘THE HEAD OF FATHER MURPHY 
DEMANDING MONEYs WHEN HE REFUSED» THEY BOUND HIMs -OBTAINED THE. 
KEY OF THE SAFE» OPENED IT AND STOLE POUNDS STERLING 266 
(C}. THESE. SOLDIERS THEN FORCED ENTRY INTO THE: HOUSE ‘OF 

BISHOP KELLY NEARBY AND: ‘DEMANDED MONEY FROM.HIMe WHEN ‘HE: . 
PICKED UP THE TELEPHONE TO SUMMON AID» ‘THE SOLDIERS ‘SMASHED 
THE TELEPHONE* WHEN THE BISHOP INSISTED THAT HE HAD NOT 

GOT THE KEY OF THE SAFEs-THE SOLDIERS TOOK HIM OUTSIDE TOA 
CAR BUT SOMEONE INSISTED THAT HE WAS A BISHOP AND HE WAS- 
EVENTUALLY .RELEASEDo: 

(D0) THERE WERE SEVERAL HUNDRED. 1BOS KILLED BY FEDERAL: 
SOLDIERS IN BENIN CITY AT THAT TIME AND WHILE BISHOP KELLY 


“WAS GIVING SPIRITUAL ‘COMFORT’ TO ONE WHO WAS BADLY | WOUNDED, 


SOME SOLDIERS APPROACHED HIM» -ENQUIRED WHETHER ‘THE IBO WAS 
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YET DEAD AND WHEN TOLD BY THE BISHOP ‘THAT ‘HE WAS ‘STILL: ALIVE, 
THEY PROMPTLY KILLED HIMe 

UNQUOTE? 
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eR oe ROE Gt ER ge ares OO, yet” 


“Lead ASN4A4AC 


PR !@{4&37 OCT 
FM USDAO“LAGOS 

TO DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC 
RUDPSA/CINCSTRIKE 


EF 


i CUNCLANT O 
a INFO CIA WASHOC : 
‘ DA —| 
é DA GRNC ' 
: oe Sai sae ~) 
: SE CRE T @429 OCT 670 SGD HALLIGANs COUNTRY® NIGERIA 
; SUBJECT: UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN Mil, SITUATIONo DIA 
i FOR DIACOs CINCSTRIKE FOR STRJZ=C# DA FOR AcSto 
: [> FOLLOWING AVAIL RELIABLE SOURCES ARMY HQ 19 OCYs | 
Ac ENUGUs VERY LITTLE HARD INFO AYATLe SNIPING CONTINUES AND 
‘ SMALL BANDS REBEL TROOPS CONTINUE EFFORTS INFILTRATE ENUGU>» 
MOPPING UP OPERATIONS CONTINUE IN COUNTRE SIDE IMMEDIATELY 
SURROUNDING ENUGUo 
go MID«WEST’ FEDERAL SECOND DIY REPORTS Mip=WEST NOW FIRMLY 
o FEDERAL HANDSe WITH RESPECT CAMAGE NIGER RIVER BRIDGEs BRIDGE 
3 
5 
\a PAGE 2 RUTALS 3369CC SECRET . 
& 4600 FEET LONGs ELEVEN PIERS ‘WELVE SPANSe EIGHT RIVER SPANS | 
F EACH 427 FEET® TWO 295 FOOT LAND SPANS EACH END» SOURCES dl 
BELIEVE ONE LAND SPAN BLOWN ONITSHa ENRs ARHY C/S .AGABA { 


TODAY» HOWEVERs SO EXPECT FIRM DET#/LS COND: TION BRIDGE AND 
) PROSPECTS REPAIR NEAR FUTURE 
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| 20 NAVAL ACTIVITY: NO MOVEMENT ‘NAVAL’ VESSELS LAST 24 HOURS 
ALTHOUGH NAVY YARD APAPA VERITABLE BEE°HIVE ACTIVITY 2 ena 
NAVAL UNITS: CURRENTLY AT SEA ARE SOB “SAPELE A oe 
ND ENUGU AND c . 
TENDER BODE THOMAS WHICH OPERATING BETWEEN FEDERAL: nem: 
FACILITIES ESCRVAOS AND BONNYe IN THIS CONNECTION» ‘CONCENSUS: 
— MARTOUS QBSERVATLEONS HERE AT LEAST ONE THOUSAND NEW | TROPPS” 

NOW FINISHED TRAINING IMMEDIATE LAGOS AREA: AND AVAIL ‘FOR: 

| . SHIPMENT. {7 EXPECTED THESE WILL’ BE LEAVE SHORTLY FOR ESCRAVOS: 
a OR BONNY ABOARD SEQUESTERED NIG NAT LINES: VESSELS. ODUBUM A» ‘ 


30 REF PAR &. MY O42] OCT 670 AGENT REPORTS TOTAL, wae 
CARGO ON RUSSIAN CARGO: VESSEL WAS APPROX 359 TONS» FROM 
REPEATED OBSERVATION:.AND OTHER INFO AVAIL» {17 BELIEVED PROBABLE 
WHEELED VEHICLE CARGO CONSISTED GROUND SUPPORT “EQUIPMENT: OR" : 
SOV MIGS IN COUNTRYa SIX/SIX BY SIX COMMO VANS AND RADA 
‘VEHICLES ALREADY UNLOADED+ ALSO RADAR. TRAILERS THREE: WHEELED: 
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. FUEL TANKERS AND NUMBER SIX BY SIX GENERAL CARGO TRUCKS. AND ae. 
TRAILERSe ALL VEHICLES POINTED OD WITH ALL IDENTIFICATION: 

NUMBERS OR RELATEO MARKINGS. DELIVERATELY PAINTED OUTo AGENT 

ALS SAYS THERE TRACKED PERSONNEL CARRIERS. ON ‘BOARD: IN FIFTEEN 

TON CLASSe SOME SOURCES HERE BELIEVE ‘THIS COULD BE RUSSSIAN: 

AMPHIBIOUS ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIER BTR=SgP (ITEM. FROM<We 235463014 

TB 381*5-{}0 SOURCE ALSO SAID®CONSIDERABLE QUANTITY: ‘BOMBS: 

UNLOADED" s GP+35 
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FM USDAO/LAGOS . 

TO.DIA PRIORITY 

SECSTATE WASHDC 

CINCSTRIKE. . ee 

CINCLANT . = 

INFO CIA WASHDC 

DA ~! 

DA GRNC- ' 

(o>) 
—l 

S ECR ET @423° OCT 676 SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRY#. NIGERIA® 

SUBJECT: UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONe DIA 

FOR DIACO’ CINCSTRIKE FOR STRJ2=C# DA FOR ACSTe 

le REFERENCE EMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE MESSAGE 3291 OCT B7o 

eg 20 FOLLOWING AVAIL FROM POLICE» ARMY AND OTHER RELIABLE 

EYE°WITNESS: SOURCES MORNING @7 OCTs 

Ao ACTUAL ‘TYPE. PLANE INVOLVED NOT YET FIRM» ARMY HQ SOURCES 

SAY PLANE DEFINITELY FOLKER FRIENDSHIP Fe@7 (WHICH WOULD MOST : 


‘% PAGE 2 RUTALS 3295CC Shc FF 
% LIKELY BE ONE SEIZED AT-BENIN BY REBELS. FROM NIGERIA AIRWAYS EAZLY 


: “& THIS YEAR)» POLICE SOURCES» HOWEVER, ‘SAY THEY NOT YET CERTAIN Aa 
i @ PIECES PLANE RECOVERED AS OF NOW FAR TOO SMALL FOR POSITIVE 
A "BIDENTIFICATION (PLANE VIRTUALLYY DISINTEGRATED UPON AND VARIOUS | 


“BITS AND P{ECES SCATTERED OVER. WIDE AREA HEAVILY POPULATED 
SOUTHEWST IKOYI.ISLAND IN AREA IMMEDIATELY ADJACENT. FIVE cOWRIE 
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CREEKe THUS» SIGNIFICANT SEGMENTS PLANE COULD WELL BE IN CREEK)! 
(OATT BELIEVES» HOWEVERs F227 STRONG ROSSIBILITY)e 

Be PLANE BELIEVED. TOHAVE MADE INITIAL RUN OVER LAGOS 
APPROACHING ALONG FIVE COWRIE CREEK ‘FROM EAST TO WEST» 

IT BELIEVES ALL AERIAL ORDNANCE DROPPED WAS FIFTY. POUND 
AERIAL BOMBS OF FOREIGN MANUFACTURE o ‘THIS: ISs “PROPERN 

BOMBS AS OPPOSED HOME=MADE DEVICES» FIRST BOMB DROOPED 
EXTREME SOUTHWEST CORNER STATE HOUSE LAGOS ON MARINAS 

THIS WAS DUDe SECOND HIT BARCLAYS BANK BUILDING» 4@ ‘MARINAs 
WHERE EXTENSIVE DAMAGE DONE’ BARCLAYS PREMISES AND MOST GLASS 
IN CANADIAN HIGH COMMISSION CHANCERY ‘SAME’ BUILDING BLOW OUT?. 
THIRD BOMB DROPPED VICINITY NIGER HOUSE WEST - END LAGOS ISLAND 
PROPER NEAR INTERSECTION BROAD STREET AND: MARINA ® ‘SOME 


DAMAGE THAT AREAs PLANE THEN PASSED OVER APAPA: ‘DROPPING ‘ONE 


PAGE 3 RUTALS. 3295CC:S EC RET : 

BOMB SUN GAS COMPOUND (BOTTLED GAS) ON HARBOR ROAD APAPAe 

THIS LOCATION WITHIN ‘QUARTER MILE NAVAL. BASE .APAPA .AND 
EXTENSIVE: FUEL STORAGE TANK FARMS IN AREA+ NO SIGNIFICIANT 
DAMAGE SUN GAS AREA BUT CRATER BLOWN APPROX FIVE FEE ACROSSe 
POSSIBILITY AT LEAST ONE OTHER 80MB DROPPED SAME’ AREA BUT NO 
REPORT OF DAMAGE IN POLICE CENTRAL OPS CENTER LAGOSe 

Ce’ PLANE APPARENTLY THEN CIRCLED AND ‘STARTED RETURN .RUN 

BACK OVER LAGOS IN ESSENTIALLY EASTERN DIRECTION FROM 

APAPA. TOWARD LAGOS PROPER» BYT THIS. TIMEs HOWEVER» ANTI= 
ATRCRAFT BATTERIES FROM NAVAL YARD APAPA PLUS OTHERS IN 
IMMEDIATE LAGOS AREA (TO INCLUDE WEAPON .DODAN BARRACKS) | 

HAD OPENED FIRE» IT APPEARS, THEREFOREs THAT PLANE MIGHT ‘HAVE 
BEEN HIT IN FLIGHT OVER LAGOS HARBOR WHILE HEADING EAST®* -(DATTS 
EYEBALL ACCOUNT ATTESTS TO STREAM AA TRACER, 48 °MM TYPES ‘ 
STREAMING UP FROM APAPA NAVAL BASE AREA}+ PROBABLE 

SOME DISINTEGRATION OCCURRED IN FLIGHT BUT THAT BULK PLANE 
STRUCK GROUND IN SW IKOYI AREA INDICATED ABOVEe BODIES» BITS 
AND PIECES OF PLANE HIT VARIOUS RESIDENCES IN AREA AS WEAVY 
EXPLOSION OCCURRED ON IMPACTe BASED EYEBALL’ ACCOUNT DATT,s 

WHEN PLANE HIT GROUND A FIRE BALL ROSE APPROX THREEE HUNDRED FEET 
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TN ATR But quic me LY DIED OUTs BODY THOUGH RonF CZECH EMBASSY 

BUILDINGs PYECK FLANE THROUGH ROOF ETHIOPIAN EMBASSY, OTHER 

GLASS DAMAGE OTHER DIPLOMATIC RESIDENC ES AND BUILDINGS « 

De BEST POSSTALE ESTIMATE THIS MORNING IS THat THREE -AND 

LES RECOVERED ‘FROM PLANE IN VARIOUS STAGES 
DISINTEGRATIUN: (SENIOR EXPAT POLICE OFFICER TOLD DATT 

THAT ONE OF §ODIES RECOVERED “DEFINITELY CAUCASIANS 

BUT SWARTHY LIKE ELTHER FRENCHMAN OR MEDITERRANEAN TYPEs 4° 

LEAST TWa OTRESS LDENTIFIED AS AFRICANS" . 


@o ALMOST UNANIMOUS REACTION SENTOR POLICE AND ARMY SOURCES 
THIS MORNING IS THAT THIS. LATEST INCIDEMT COMES AT MOST 
UNFORTUNATE TOME CIVIL WARe VEEW TMESE OFFICIALS ALL 
CONCERNED WITK REDUCING NATION WIDE TRIBAL TENSIONS (WHICH 
WAD: BEEN ALMOST NON*HEXISTANT LAGOS AREA OVER RECENT PAST i, 
WAS THAT THIS ACT "SHEER INSANTIY QUUKEU 's -PART™ COULD 
RESULT IN INFLAMING TRIBAL’ PASGIONS ONCE: AGATN AND CAUS 
HARDENING ATTITUDES AT. TIME WHEN HOPE WAS THAT REBEL eonauND 
COULD BE CONVINCED IT BEATENe DATT WOULD GUESS REACTIONS 
NEGERIAN AYR FORCE WILL BE MORE VENGEFUL IMMEDIATE FUTURE « 


PAGE S RUTaLS 3ag96CC-S EC RE T 

3- LATE aDDITIONS FROM SENIOR EXPAT SOURCE NIGERIA POLICE? 

A> *MORE THAN FOUR BODIES NOW IDENTIF LED. 

Be "BEAFRA MIL. (4P. FOUND IN WRECKAGE. 

Co EYE WITNESSES INDICATE: THAT PRIOR TO MASSIVE EXPLOSION 
PLANE DESCRIGED ABOVE THERE MAY WELL: HAVE BEEN PRIMARY ExpLUsloy 
ON BOARD PLANE 4G IT FLEW OVER HARBOR. (THIS COULD MEAN 

PLANE ACTUALLY HIT BY AA FIREs COULD aLSO MEAN THAT SOME TMINS 
WENT AMISS IN PLANE ITSELF CAUSING PREMATURE. EXPLOSION If 
ORDANANCE ON BCARD» WYTNESSES SAY PLANE LIT UP LIKE STAR 
SHELL OVER HARBORS + 


' Oe ONE BahEB CRCRRED AND EXPLODED HARMLESSLY ON NATIONAL 


MUSEUM GROUNDS AgCROSS FROM NIGERIA POLTCE: MESS WEST END 
AWOLQWO ROAD ICY To 

Ee TO DATE NO PERSONAL CASUALITIES REPORTED FROM ANY SECTION 
LAGOS a 


SECRET 


A ott 10r ae i 


is ene 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


‘SECRET 
PAGE @4 O712302 
| Fs ONE OF PIECES OF WRECKAGE HAD “IDENTIFICATION PLATE ON 17 
| WHICH INDICATED IT CAME FROM LOS ANGELES» ‘CALIFORNIAc THIS 
ITEM NOW IN ARMY HANDS: NO FURTHER DETAILS THISs 
Ge LATEST EVIDENCE ALSO INDICATES SOME QUANTITIES "HOME MADE" 
CANISTER TYPE BOMBS ALSO DROPPED: GPx3 
: 
| 
| q 
| | 
| 
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STATE 


. NA 
Refs Lggos s2464\ 


Embassy London requested inquire whether HMG has tried through commercial 


channels to contact Parker at Port Harcourt. Do British know of any 


channels commercial or otherwise for reaching Port Harcourt in 


2 
addition that mentioned reftel? 


Drafted by: 


ay :arwenbee?en sba 10/6/67 
Clearances: Mr, Goodman (sub) 


0/ C-MEXXBESKBUXESHRK 


AF-Mr. Palmer (sub) 


FORM 
FoR” DS-322 


RUSK 


Tel. Ext. Telegraphic transmission and 

6402 classification approved byy ABW - Roy M. Melbourne 
A¥MKXXRIXX Meibioxncxe—-— 
EUR/BMI-Mr. Cheslaw (sub) 
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KAGUNA TEL DATED Cot @S ACTION LAGOS PRIORITY 
oS SBADAN RPTO YOUR ACTIONS 


CANA 33, & 
SUBJECT? BAN ON DEPENDENTS 
REZ STATE 46134 IBADAN 290 
REGTONAL TEAM MESSAGE 


{2 WE sae $ FOLLOWING COMMENTS TO REFTELS FOR “YOUR 
CONSIDERATION AND POSSIBLE USE WITH ‘DEPARTMENT e 


PAGE @ RUTALS 331KK C ON F T DE NOT. Bie ale 

>. WHILE ADMITTING POSSIBLE POTENTIAL: FOR CIVIL Diss 

ORDER THIS AREA iN LONG RUN» FOR EXAMPLE IN POST-WAR 

PERTODs WE WISH REITERATE. THAT CURRENT LEVEL PERFORMANCE 

AND DISCIPLINE OF ARMY AND POLICE IN ‘NORTH, COUPLED 

a TH DECLINE ANTISAMERICAN SENTIMENT AND ABSENCE INTER=- | 
IBAL STRIFEs DO NOT JUSTIFY CONTINUATION TRAVEL BAN { 

DEPENDENTS » 


a 


ciN 


wo S22 RE CSTs REE 


rots. 


anor 1 IE, CONFIDENTIAL ae. a. { 
i ; afta a ee : 


Fe Avttioi ity es 


oheons 


sere HARIRI 


y 
‘Tarps oF 
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3. IN THIS REGARD WE WISH TO DRAW ATTENTION TO 
DEPARTMENT #S POLICY AND RESPONSE IN 1966 DURING ‘PERIOD 

WHICH SAW THOUSANDS KILLED AND INJURED IN NORTHERN 
ee SOMETIMES ON DOORSTEPS AMCTT HOMES«. AFTER 
RioyS IN MAY 19665 WITH SEVERAL HUNDRED KILLED» 
CONSULATE ADVISED ON JUNE. 21 NO NEED ‘TO ‘DISCOURAGE TRAVEL 
ne) eee OUR RECORDS DO NOT INDICATE DEPARTMENTAL 
OLSSENTo AFTER SEPTEMBER RIOTS IN WHICH SEVERAL 
THOUSAND KYLLED AND WOUNDED» DEPARTMENT .CONCURRED 

OBER 13 TO ALLOW DEPENDENTS TRAVEL 70 SOUTHERN 

Ne GERIA WHILE BAN ON. DEPENDENTS TRAVEL TO NORTH :REMOVED 
Cx NOVEMBER [32 LESS THAN FORTY*FIVE DAYS. AFTER RIOTING 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 331KK CONF ITDENTIAL 

ENDED ANDs NEEDLESS TO SAYs DURING PERIOD WHEN LOCAL 
ARMY ANO POLICE PROBABLY LESS EFFECTIVE FORCE THAN NOWo 
oc DEPARTMENT RESPONSE ON DEPENDENT TRAVEL THUS 
DIFFICULT TO JUSTIFY RELATIVE TO ITS POSITION IN 19660 


%> NEEDLESS TO SAYs ALL MEMBERS REGIONAL) TEAM CONCUR_ 
THAY CONTINUED BAN WILL ADVERSELY AFFECT OUR PROGRAMMING 


IN NORTH 
Qe+3 ARP 


NOTEs .REFTEL 46134 BELIEVED TO BE INCORRECT. 
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i ACTION SS 7g \ (y 
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i INFOQ NSCE @OoCIAE O85SS0 BOsD0DE SBsUSIE BOoNSAE BB5/070 W NX XS 
' SHO ae gereaRreawvaVRFowuga & 
: P R 0626402 OCT 67 

: FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 


TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7582 
INFO CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
CXYNCLANT 

DIA 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 3727 

AMCONSUL IBADAN 1285 

AMSOMSUL KADUNA $643 


CON F 10EN T 1A L' LAGOS 3286 SECTION j OF 2 


We ee a SEE One VARIOUS SUBJECTS DURING PRIVATE 
“CLAN ATE TERNOON acr v Soe 


2o APPEAL TO T8Se 


Ao I COMMENTED THAY ALTHOUGH ENUGU HAD 
FALLEN» EASTERN RADIO WAS STILL CALLING FOR CONTINUED 
; RESISTANCE AS ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO COMPLETE SUBJAGATION 
, GR MASS SLAUGHTER. I ASKED HOW FMG WAS GOING ‘TO 
CONVINCE IB0S THEY COULD SAFELY SEEK PEACE AND REJOIN 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 3286/1CC CONFIDENTIAL | 

t FEDERATION BASIS QUALITY» &WG RECALLED GOWON'S | 
% RECENT STATEMENTS THAY FMG FIGHTING OJUKWUs NOT IBO0S», {| 
S. AND THAT 1B0S WOULD HAVE SAME RIGHTS IN FEDERATION AS | 
All OTHER NIGERYANS: AWO SAID HE AND OTHERS IN FMG ff 


SE CASI TREES SNES DEST BY SESE. 


Wi CONFIDENTIAL 
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WORKING ON FORMULATION OF MORE SPECIFIC ASSURANCES 

TO {BOSe jf BESEONBED GOWON'S STATEMENTS ‘HAD BEEN 

EXCELLENTs BUT f DOUBYED ONE 1BO° IN TEN .AWARE: OF “THEM 
WAS. FMG USING RADIO BENIN. OR OTHER: MEDIA To INFORM 
IBOS OF ¢~TS GOOD INTENTIONS? AWO ADMITTED ‘THIS: NOY 
BEING DONE AND SAID HE WOULD PURSUE MATTER WITHIN 

FMGs: I STRESSED URGENCY» POINTING OUT: THAT FMG*S 

FYRST PRIORITY NOW MUST BE WENNING: PEACE NOT WARe 

AWG AGREEDo 


Bo 3} ASKED -AWO WHO HE THOUGHT :MIGHT ASSUME 
LEADERSHIP OF IBO PEACE. MOVEMENTs AWO-SAID AZIKIWE 
MIGHT ASPIRE TO THIS ROLE» TUBMAN TOLD AWO IN KINSHASA 
THAT ZIK HAD SAID TO LIBERAIN OFFICIALS IN MONROVIA 
THAT HE OPPOSED SECESSION AND WOULD LIKE TO: SEE 
NIGERTA RE=UNITEDs AWO EXPRESSED ‘DOUBT -AS''TO ZIK%S 
{NCERTTY SINCE LATTER HAD NOT SPOKEN OUT BEFORE® 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 3286/1CC C ON F. 1 D'E VN T IA L- 
I GAINED iMPRESSION AWO NOT EAGER SEE 21K RESUME 
PROMINENT ROLEo ONLY ‘OTHR. NAME AWO. OFFERED WAS 
SAM. IKOKU2 FORMER AG SECRETARY GENERAL: .AND EXTLE 
IN GHANA WHO: NOW HELD IN ‘DETENTION: BY EMG AWO 
SALD YOKOU IS. 1BO FROM AROCHUKU: WHO ESTEEMED: BY 
mMaNY YBOSe AWO WAS ‘URGING. GOWON TO ‘RELEASE YKOKU 
AS: POSSIBLE. EMISSARY 7O 1BOSo AS: I ‘SHOWED: ‘NO 
ENTHUSIASM, AWO: WENT ON TO SAY THAT WHILE OKOKU 
RADICAL WHO BITTER AGAINST AND BY 
ASSOCIATION AMERECANS2 HE: -BASETCALLY. INTELLIGENT? 
ABLE NIGERTAN PATRIOTo 


30 CONTROL OF FMG ARMS PROCUREMENT o 


Ao AWO SAID HE: HAD BEEN TRYING: BRING. 
CHAOTIC FMG ARMS PROCUREMENT ‘PROCEDURES ‘UNDER 
CONTROLo HE- HAD:.SOME: TIME: .AGO YNSISTED ‘THAT ALL: 
DEMANDS ON HIS MINISTRY FOR FUNDS TO’ PAY ‘FOR MIL Eo: i 
TARY _ ss i 
en'ic PMENT -MUSY BE- -APPROVED- BY ‘GOWON HIMSELF o ‘HE: | 
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HAG ALSO PERSUADED GOWON TO HAVE AMINU KANO TRAVEL 
ABROAD To YiSiT FMG AMS PURCHASERS TO FIND OUT 
WHAT WAS ON ORDER AND STATUS OF ORDERSo KANO HAD 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 3286/iCC CONF IT DENTIAL 
i JUST SUBMITTED REPORT TO GOWONs AWO HAD NOT YET -SEEN 
REPORT BUT HE KNEW KANO HAD FOUND THAT 559900 RIFLES 
WERE ON ORDER» AN EXCESSIVE AMOUNT WHICH WOULD 

| HAVE 70 BE SCALED DOWN 

3 


Be HASSAN KAYTSINA HAD DEMANDED FUNDS FROM 
MINISTRY TO PAY FOR RIFLES HE HAD ORDEREDo AWO 
PROTESTED TO GOWONs ASKING WHY HASSAN PROCURING 
ARMS» GOWON SAID THIS HAD BEEN EMERGENCY MEASURE 
NECESSIVATED BY RAPID RECRUITMENT IN NORTH. AFTER 
TALKING WITH HASSAN» AWO WAS SATISFIED © THAT RIFLES 
WERE FOR FMG TROOPS AND :HAD PROVIDED FUNDS. 


Ce AWO CITED TWO EXAMPLES OF IRREGULAR 
IF NOT FRAUDULENT CLAIMS FOR FUNDS WHICH HE HAD 
REJECYEDs HE ALSO COMMENTED THAT HE HAD UNCOVERED 
ONE. RIDICULOUS SITUATION IN WHICH THREE FMG ARMS 
: PURHCASING AGENTS WERE BIDDING AGAINST EACH OTHER 
wo 5 FOR SAME LOT OF RIFLESo 


wo LT> COLe MURTALLA MOHAMEDo AWO EXPRESSED SOME 
CONCERN ABOUT MOHAMED’S FREE. WHEELING: HE ‘SAID 
MOKAMED HAD ON HIS. OWN STARTED CALLING HIMSELF 


PAGE 5 RUTALS 3286/fCtC C ON F I :'DENT $I AL: 
"GENERAL OFFICER COMMANDING" iN COMMUNIQUES ISSUED 
FROM HES DIVISIONAL’ HEADQUARTERS» HE HAD ALSO NAMED | 
OGBEMUDIA AS MIDeWEST MSLITARY . ADMINISTRATOR ‘WITHOUT | 
REFERENCE TO LAGOSe THES WAS. SUBSEQUENTLY: ‘REGULARIZED 
AS OGBEMUDIA HAD GOOD CLAIM *0 JOBso AWO SAID 

He OREW CONSOLATION FROM FACY MANY {F: NOT’ ‘MAJORITY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


wftihses a 


a Wty ity a 


FRR REE a tanner tae ne en 


Department of State TELEGRAF ‘ 


CONF ZDENTIAL 


PAGE @4 LAGOS G@3286 O62!1262 


MOMAMED'S TROOPS WERE YORUBAS WHO UNLIKELY FOLLOW 
RES 


HiM {N ADVENT 


ADA wu 
Jroeb os 


ASA HE 
TRUVH WAS HE 


we . 


OF VOAc 2 ASKED AWO WHAT HAD: 
1S CRITICISM OF. VOAs BBC AND FRENCH 
FRESS CONFERENCE AFTER HIS RETURN FROM 
LOOKED Bit EMBARRASSED AND ‘SAID 
HAD BEEN EXASPERATED BY OBUECYT YONABLE 


QUESTIONS FROM YP RENC#HI CORRESPONDENT AND HAD MADE COMMENT 


RE VOA ETC 6 
DiSTURBED | BY 
Oal: aN NIGER? 


IN SEAT OF MOMENTc HE HAD ‘HOWEVER BEEN 
VOA pep enENGEe ro MEDIATORY ROLE OF 
TAN SITUATYONe f° POYNTED OUT THAT HE 


MUSY KNOW SOME APRICAN DELEGATIONS AY KINSHASA WERE 
TELLING CORRESPONDENTS THAT QAU WOULD MEDYATE, SO 


% 


VUA WAS ONLY 


REPORTING NEWS aS RECELYVEDo AWO 


PAGE 6 RUTALS 3286/!CLh CONF EDEN TY A 
ACCEPTED THIS. 


6: OAU RESOLUTION ON NIGERIAe FOREGOING EXCHANGE 
LED: AWG TO REMINISCE ON EVENTS LEADING TO. ADOPTION 
OAU RESOLUTION ON NIGERIA AT KINSHASA INTERESTING 


SPECTS His 

Ao 
PMG HAD BEEN 
AGT LONY 


Bo 


VERY CRITICAL. OF FMG IN PRIVATE TALK 


_VERSYON WERE 


OCAM GROUP WHELE WELL: DISPOSED TOWARD 
STRONGLY OF VIEW -OAU: MUST - ‘TAKE SOME 


MOBUTU URGED ON BY BOMBOKS: ‘HAD BEEN 
WITH AWOc 


CONGOLESE HAD TAKEN LINE FMG TRYING TO ELIMINATE 


TBCS» AWO SAE 


ood 


ua 


OD HE HAD CONVICED THEM THES: NOT TRUE 


AWO HAD SOMEHWAT SIMILAR -EXPERTENCE 


WITH OBOTE ALTHOUGH LATTER LE ESS CRITICAL THAN: 


MOBUT Uo 


C 


"AS CLEAR 


EeN DAS Lee 


co ALTHOUGH AWO' DO! NOF DWELL. ON KAUNDA2 
FROM SEVERAL .COMMENTSTHAT LATTER -HAD 
, UT. MATHEWS 

‘CONFIDENTIAL 


A: ator Kent 1 
wn MARA pee 


: - LIMDIS 
Screener : 


(Time Received) 


ad 
pATE 1967 OCT 7 AM 8 {3 4967 OST 7 AM 8 13 
nt ee ee ae ae 
DISTRIBUTION 
S/S-S Line vA H e IGA MilRep 
S/S-O WO. _ INR_ Cc Task Force 
S/S: owUp. 10 ~~ of v. P, 
Master File VA L ig ia S/S-Exec. Secretary 
4 NEA Pi Sumacy 
S/S ae . 
se P ra $/S-O DDir 
Ss 
nee oe SCA scs ( 
U aa Other GS ( 
SCL ' 
M S/G 
S/S-S Dir ACDA_. SSG OY | 
AID EXSEC 
S/AH 
AA/AFR AA/FE 
S/IL 
AA/NESA CAP 
i | ee a eg 
G G/PM — | White House Pa £ 
) CPR SY CIA soe 


is] 
w 
= 
fn 
> 
wn 
i WW 


PSSST Rete eee: 


FE VN TRSY Burned 


_ 
.& 
iy 
t 
‘ 
H 


’ 6 as LO’ AP BOOTLE MIGBE FF Py 
he , v SERD, > Z ? wy foe i 
i . Ts, j = 
i gf 
ee Department of State TELEGRA r 
: ome eS 
; we we Mee ainie 
| Sears 
ees , _ 
CONFIDENTIAL 
| 
| PAGE @1 LAGOS 93286 9619282 
F 
87 
i ACTION SS 78 
i INFO NSCE @@sCIAE 20,SSO0. BG»D0DE BG,USIE BGsNSAE BOs/B70 W 
‘ ‘ (sean euataetaaaa Raeaee 
PR @61640Z OCT 67 
: FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
{ TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7583 
{ INFO CINSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
: CINCLANT 
: DIA 
F AMEMBASSY .LONDON 1728 
A AMCONSUL IBADAN [286 
: AMCONSUL KADUNA 1644 
: CONFIDENT IA L:.LAGOS 3286 SECTION 2 OF 2 
: L IMD I'S 
A ‘ea IN PROTRACTED CLOSED SESSION TO FORMUL ATE 
| NIGERIAN RESOLUTION» AWO HAD INSISTED FMG WOULD 
: ACCEPT NO RESOLUTION THAT DID NOT CONDEMN 
: SECESSLON® HE SAID HE HAD. WON HIS POINT BY TELLING 
f CONFEREES IF OUA CONTRIBUTED TO BREAK UP NIGERIA» HE 
: WOULD HEAD ONE OF. NEW NATIONS RESULTING+ HE 
t WOULD THEN RECOGNIZE ANY DISSIDENT GROUP THaT 
i EMERGED IN ANY AFRICAN COUNTRYs AND -HE .CALLED 
: ROLL OF POSSIBLE SECESSIONISTS IN OTHER .COUNTRIES® 
PAGE 2 RUTALS 3286/2cC CONF TO ENT! ALL 
‘fe WHEN ‘HE BROUGHT PROPOSED -RESOLUTION 
BACK TO NIGERIAN DELEGATION, THERE WAS ‘DISSENSIONs 
WITH SOME OF GROUP PROPOSING TO ABSENT THEMSELVES 
WHEN RESOLUTION FORMALLY CONSIDERED IN ASSEMBLY ® 
AWO ARGUED RESOLUTION FAVORABLE. TO FMG AND DELEGATION 
MUST STAND TOGETHER EITHER ALL ATTENDED OR ALL: So 
WALKED OyTo HIS VIEW PREVAILED AND ORIGINAL: DOUBTERS | 
bs id) PEONETOENTINLS apy, “RO? RS SS a 4 


é 


EE Aothotity fA 
py MWeara Date _! 


Be aoe, Sa baba beeen ee eva Sree Old wales! ol eS oie Sialie eo awe le BURR Nie Siete. Boe RR MIE era ee S'S ere Bike ERS RR ee Bele eee Sele Se Sie; Blea se eis ie lees eee 


ke | Department of State m= . 
Gj Pebartment of Sa THEGRAM 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


PAGE @2 LAGOS 93286 9619282 
HAVE SINCE ‘COME TO:.AGREE'RESQUUTION GOOD FOR“FMGe 


72 MISSION TO PRESIDENT :‘JOHNSONe - AWO ‘REMINDED. ME 
IN:.LOW KEY THAT ‘GOWON *S:: ‘REQUEST: “THAT ‘PRESIDENT 
JOWNSON: RECEIVE: FMG MISSION. “STILL: ALIVE. AS: FAR AS: 
FMG' CONCERNED® ‘HE: NOTED : THAT ‘PRESIDENT | HAD: RECENTLY 
SEEN’ SEVERAL: AFRICAN .LEADERS® AND! ‘SAID: ‘NIEGEIANS 
HOPED THEY’ WOULD NOT -BE;. LEFT OUT®> I ‘RESPONDED I 
FULLY: UNDERSTOOD- THAT FMG: CONS DERED: TTs: REQUEST 
STILL: ‘PENDING® 


GP=3e¢ MATHEWS | 


pen nner meneame nnn tenn nie ene ignanerntn 


a Tey oe co QONERDENTIAL 


i “Aut! Lofty i 
ay fWrsra Date (UI. 


POST. M4 GOS 


SERIAL ~~ Fo CS pe (Time Received) 


ie | : LIMDIS | 
TOP SECRET Screener a 


DATE_ 1967 OCT 1967 OCT 7 AM 10 20 


Cc. N. ae 


DISTRIBUTION 


S/S-S Line / H Z [16a MilRep 

S/S-0 SWO _ INR ( Task Force 

S/S-8-Pottow- Up LO UY Vv. P. 

voces File | L we ie S/S-Exec. Secretary 
PM Summary wee 


on 
ae NEA 
s/s Bae z 


yo Po“ Zs S/S-0 Dir 
S 
a SCA scs “ 
es a oe 
SCL : 
S/S-S Dir ACA VGA 
AID EXSEG 
S/AH 
AA/AFR AA/FE 
S/IL 
AA/NESA CAP 


S/R | | 
G c/emM_ | White House ~~~ ¢ 

0 CPR SY CIA Ze 4 

A xt WLG DOD ai OF gree sr 


AF 
ARA AGR COM 
CU EXIM FRB 


LAB NASA SFB | 


Be ee 
EUR ve NIC NSA RM/R 


BTIF MF PC STR File 


—_—_—OOO——— 


FE VN TRSY Burned 


DECLASSIFIED, | 


athority Al N)% 


ov Wes RA Date [UE 


3 


a. 
.f 
f 
5 4 
7 


a LOL ee Y EEL AEKA CENA 


4 : Department of State apne 
ty eee TELEGRAM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE Oi LAGOS 326) | 616992 


53° 

ACTION AF a} 

, a aat | 

INFO GPM G39SC BisRSC GisUSIA. L29H B2sNSC {Gol BSINR BFeP BheC¥A Bas 

S DOD DjoSP G2sSS 352SAH 93sEUR 25210 21yAGR 20 OPR M2,PER Oe 

SY g35SCS B4,SCA B2oPPT G2sPC B4,NSAE aasRER O14 7195 vi 

| SF otwm MOE seroaeuaeSauwune 

R 612352 OCT 67 

: FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

i TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7568 

CONF TDENTIAL.LAGOS 326! 

FOL IBADAN TEL DATED OcT 2 ACTION LAGOS INFO KADUNA .RPTD 

: YGUR ACTION: poke Hae ae OY ds 

: IBADAN 200 A 

i SUBJECT’ BAN ON DEPENDENTS 

: Arad oo Aus (me a eey eed 

: REFS STATE soren PAL oe ids Bes 

_ e CONSULAR COUNTRY TEAM. MESSAGE 

; [2 IN CASE YOU PLAN COMMENT ON REFTELs “WHICH WE HOPE vou ; 

\ a HE SUBMIT FOLLOWING. OBSERVATIONS. ON a Epon YOUR’ : . ‘a 

: ONSIDERATION? : Mane a ate 

/ 2s WHILE ence neee Bree DEPT APPEARS ! 

' UNDERSTANDABLY CONCERNED WITH POTENTIAL RISKS. FOR AMERYCANS 

i IN NIGER] * FROM SIDE-EFFECTS OF INTENSIFIED CIVIL WARs {fT : 
I 


GE 2 RUTALS 20@BB CONF I DENTIAL 


a 
e 
Be 
x 0S/% 
nen BP 
aicnorte CONFIDENTIAL 2 


B Author ity’ | r 


wna Pate | 


p Department of State TELEGRAN 


CONFIDENTIAL: 


PAGE @2 LAGOS 93261 961699Z 


ENVISAGES AS POSSIBLE SIDE EFFECTS (A} ‘CIVE IL ‘DISORDER OUTSIDE 
FIGHTING AREAS AS INTERTRIBAL: ‘FEROCITY INCREASES IN FIGHTYNG 
ARE ASS {B} WORSENING FMG*USG RELATIONS AND: INCREASED ANYI« 
AMERICAN FEELING IN NIGERIA AS REPORTS OF INTERTRIBAL 
AvROCI TIES APPEAR IN-US PRESS» AND {C) WORSENING IMAGE 
fF NIGERIA iN -USs PRESUMABLY RESULTING IN: INCREASED 
USG RELUCTANCE SEND MORE AMERICAN DEPENDENTS ‘HEREs [1 
ON OTHER HAND OAU COMMISSION COULD ‘HELP. ENE FIGHTING, 
POTENTIAL RISKS WOULD: BE REDUCED OR . ELIMINATED © “YHUS 
DEPY PREFERS AWAIT RESULT OF COMMISSION'S VISIT BEFORE 
LESVING BANe 


3c IF THIS INTERPRETATION CORRECTs BELIEVE IMPLICIT 
ASSUMPTIONS SHOULD BE EXAMINEDoc -DEPT APPEARS ASSUME 

THERE iS REASONABLE PROSPECT OAU' COMMISSION MAKING 
SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO PEACEFUL':SETTLEMENT o 

HOWEVER» GIVEN REPRTED MOQD:-OF LEADERSHIP: IN LAGOS ANDO 
-ENUGUs, WE SEE VIRTUALLY NO: PROSPECT OAU :COMMISSION'S EFFORTS 
WILL BE SUCCESSFUL AT THIS: TIMEs (EVEN TIMING THEIR Visit 
REMAINS UNCERTAINo “THUS DEPT APPEARS TO HAVE DEFERRED 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 2@@BB C O:N FID ENTIAL 
ACTION ON YOUR RECOMMENDATION ON BASTS WISHFUL THINKINGe 


4o IF ABOVE ANALYSIS CORRECTs PROSPECTS ARE ‘FOR INTERSIFIED 
FIGHTINGS ALMOST INEVITABLY ACCOMPANIED BY SOME TRIBAL 
PRISALS AND COUNTERREPRISALS IN FIGHTING AREAS* DEPT 
APPEARS FEAR THIS WILL’ RESULT IN HEIGHTENED TENSION AND P 
POSSIBLY CIVIL DISORDER IN: OTHER PARTS OF: COUNTRY ‘WITH 
CONSEQUENT INCREASED RISKS FOR AMERICANS+ THIS CANNOT BE. | 
DISMISSED ENTIRELY* [Fs FOR EXAMPLEs IBOCIVILIANS. IN 
EAST SHOULD HELP EASTERN TROOPS AMBUSH AND SLAUGHTER 
UNIT OF FMG TROOPS», THERE MIGHT BE REPRISALS , 
AGAINST 1808 IN WEST AND ELSEWHERE» WHILEs EVEN THEN, 
RISK TO AMERICANS PROBABLY, NOT GREAT» ITT WOULD BE HIGHER 
TO EXTENT WE SHOW LACK OF: CONFIDENCE IN FMG.OR LOWER j 
TO EXTENT WE EXHIBIT ‘CONFIDENCE* NOT ONLY WOULD FAILURE 
LIFT BAN BE INTERPRETED AS.LACK OF .CONFIDENCE BUT 
EFFECT WORSENED BY SLOWDOWN IN EXISTING AID PROJECTS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


aR vtaor aby yh 
| By VW NARA Date _| 


CONFIDENTIAL 


| PAGE @3 LAGOS @3261 96!6@9Z 


DUE TO RECRUITMENT DIFFICULTIESs LIFTING oF BAN WOULD 
QM Sr RARY HAVE BENEFICIAL PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PRACTICAL 
ESFECTS aNo THUS REDUCE RISK TO AMERICANS IN AREAS WHERE 


} 
{ 
| 
pace s RUTALS 2008BB CONFIDENTIAL 

| UR PROGRAMS ARE STILL OPERATINGs ABILITY OF. FMG. AND: TE 
aovTs ‘a TURN ON AND OFF ANTE“AMERICANISM IN PRESS HAS 

| A READ * BEEN DEMONSTRATED. 

q 


Se SIMILA LOGEC APPLIES TO.POTENTIAL ADVERSE. CONSEQUENCES 
IN NY ihe OF ATROCITY STORIES EN US. PRESS... WHILE ‘SUCH 
STORIES CAN. SE EXPECTED TO CAUSE SOME ‘SHORT. TERM WORSENING 
OF FMG=US RELATIONS -AND SOME FLURRIES OF ANTE« -AMERICANTSM 
IN NIGERIAN PRESS, RLSKS. TO AMERICANS IN SUCH.’ "RERTOQS ° 
ARE PROBABL' LESS THAN THOSE TO WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN 
evict at tINES IN PAST THREE MONTHSe . -IN -WES.TERN..., 
VATE ANTE «AMERICANISM TENDED RISE -AS. FEELING. OF. LNSECURITY 
TNCREA SEDs AS LATTER HAS. SUBSIDED sO Has” RORMER® - 
Uy MOULD SUBSIDE STILL FURTHER IF. WE ‘SHOWED. OUR \CONF-LDENCE 
BY RETURNING OUR. DEPENDENTS AND. BRINGING OUR OPERATIONS 
HERE BRC TO NORMAL o 


0 NOT CLEAR WHAT DEPT MEANT JN SAYING: ial Oa 
iGHTING .ANM ATROCITY STORIES. HCOULD: HAVE::UNFAVORABLE > 
ee us IMPACT EXTENDI NG 7 ALL NIGER LAS ie PRESUME. nate ce 


* 


Vb ee, . * 


oe 
PAGE & RUTALS 20088 c 0 N LF Y ’D. ‘ee. N he ne whe ie 
MEANS MERE WOULD BE CRITIC SAL. “US PRESS». "PUBLIC ,AND, Sa 
CONGRESSIONAL RE ACTIONS age) FMG IF EMG TROOPS. REPORTED | so 
e SLAUGHTERING (80Sc, THES. ONE tS HARDER TO: COMMENT: ON FROM 
a HERE? MOWEZVER, DESPITE. MESSY . ASPECTS, LOF: ‘CLOSING, PHASE: OF | 
a CiVIL WAR» 17 WOULD SEEM SHORTSIGHTED TO GIVE FURTHER 
HELPING HAND TO SOVIET sINFLUENCE BY ‘CONTINUING TO-:SHOW 
HESITATIONS AS NIGERIAN GOVT WE RECOGNIZE: PROCEEDS 
WYTM SOME SOVIET HELP FINISH OFF WHAT WE AGREE IS: ILLEGAL | 
REBELLION 


: some 
weet Se 


CONFIDENTIAL, 


er see wi i ie 
esrdere U Ie 


Department of Stale THECRANA 


CONFIDENTIAL: | 


PAGE @& LAGOS 3261 6646892 


7> FINALLY, OUR UNDERSTANDING OF: Lore OF: PERMITTING! 

DEPENDENTS ALREADY HERE: TO REMAIN. BUT: ‘BANNING! THOSE 

OUTSIDE COUNTRY FROM COMING OR RETURNING WAST 
AS WE FACED POSSIBLE ‘COMPULSORY ‘COUNTRYWIDE! E 

| IY MADE NO SENSE TO INCREASE.:NUMBER OF “POTENTIAL! EVACUEES’ 

IS: DEPT STILL CONTEMPLATING COMPULSORY~ | ‘COUNTRYWIDE 

| EVACUATION? ONLY POSSIBLE. REASON. WE’-GAN. SEE:’FOR | 

SUCH ACTION WOULD. BE WIDESPREAD CIVIL: /DISORDEF 

SEE NO GREATER POSSIBILITY OF. THAT ‘HERE: THAN.’ TN 

PLACES IN WORLD WHERE DEPENDENT =: PERMITTED. TF 


S$ LONG 
ACUAT IONS: 


PAGE 6 RUTALS. 269BB ‘C ON F-I D EN T. 1. AL a roe ; 
EVACUATION NOT CONTEMPLATED» THERE: ‘SEEMS. NO “JUSTIFICATION 
FOR SHIELDING SOME DEPENDENTS FROM ‘DEGREE: ‘OF. RISK: (DEEMED. 
ACCEPTABLE FOR OTHERS» ALSO DIFFICULT: EXPLAIN, WHY LEVEL. 
OF RISK UNACCEPTABLE TO. US: IS ACCEPTABLE. To. BRITISH, 


80 NEED NoT DILATE ‘ON OTHER NEGATIVE ASPECTS’ OF. DEPTS | 
TURNING DOWN YOUR RECOMMENDATION: TO LIFT DEPENDENTS”: ‘BAN®» 
DESPITE OUR EFFORTS» RECOMMENDATION INEVITABLY: LEAKED 

AND SO PRESUMABLY WILL:.REPLY* WILL: DO:'‘OUR BEST To 
MINIMIZE ADVERSE. IMPACT ON MORALE -BUT. IT ‘BOUND: TO. :BED 
SERIOUSe 


GP#3e STRONG 


CONFIDENTIAL ~~. 


Pe en ae ae Pee cap Be 
a 


& 7 thoi ae 


nse 


CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE @{ LONDON 62724 9706092 


' 

| 80 
i ACTION AF 2] 
: 


\ 
INFO EUR 2@5eNSCE @@sCIAE 86eSSO GBsDODE BBs, USIE BB»NSAE @GsCCO gos 
; ( 


SP G@25SS 35GPM_935SC @isNSC 1GsRSC Bisl O39H G2eP B4oINR G7» 


i 
i | 
h AID 3@9PC 15/RSR Jolo/ieg W re : NY 
7 , aR YS 
; SePeM ec mF RP OTF OS RPABoasa ~ rt) aN 

: 0 86235672 OCT 67 be 

FM AMEMBASSY LONDON Ay 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9153 a 

INFO: AMEMBASSY LAGOS IMMEDIATE 278 Yv 

CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA ne 

CINCLANT ‘ 


CONF IDEN TIA L:.LONDONY 2724 


REF’ STATE 49776 


HMG HAS ATTEMPTED CONTACT PARKER BY :COMMERCYAL: MEANS TO .NO 
AVAILo ONLY ‘CONTACT WAS -BY BUSINESS MAN .AT PORT :HARCOURTs 
AS PREVIOUSLY STATEDs ONLY OTHER CHANNELS THEY KNEW OF INTO 
PORT HARCOURT ARE. BY PHONE VIA BUEA, OR VICTORIAs BOTH 


OUTSIDE PORT HARCOURT o 
BRUCE q 
| 
# | td 
: ee, 
7 Ne 
/ ~% 
5 % | 
oe 
é ~ Ne 
x 


CONFIDENTIAL ane 


i ytior ity i 
D 


| yf Whswa Date | 


98. St eel 


: “aid See Ae To ee ae Lee eo ae ee ee ee [Ses sirplakeara ecu 

: tT 0 . : i © si Gh 8 . fo CL J CALC 
Seer alse eae oa os : 
i H i c) pS on 

| : es . , Department = State 

Dan 5 TELEGRAM | 
oh Oe Pa. Se Pages! 

| pe _ "Tares of Roe ye eee ae Se . poly oe , nena “a 


CONFIDENTIAL 


oe "PAGE 81 ADDIS 81079 0612192 


fee gy 
‘ ACTION, AF 21. 


21,GPH oars @1)RSC O1USTA Vet O2aNSC- 1OsL: O39 {NR Q7; 


ie - P auectA 04,000. 0198p. darss 35) NSAE 80rAI0 eign One 


_ INFO. EUR 25410 


Me Se oa “7186 HOSE me a oe eee Cee, fae 
isd SOR ? MB a ence ise an, Oo sae a Mere 
ER 61n30Z OCT 67 : 
“FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA. 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3800 — 
ie INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 134 
gs " AMEMBASSY ACCRA 142.” 
ne AMEMBASSY COTONOU 6 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 113. © 
AMEMBASSY (LONDON 233. 
- AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 17 
' AMEMBASSY YAQUNDE 17 
.USUN NEW YORK 195° 
CINCSTRIKE: UNN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 229 . 
“AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 147. 
-. AMEMBASSY TBADAN 2- 
- AMEMBASSY: KADUNA @ 


bes oe ai nice chad ane Rite Ste acs St a ct a a tata 


ye 


bias =e ED 


' 
i 
i 
4 
it 
i 

t 

8 


1 
{ 


Sa 


2 Aen ne tte 
SEP 


tye mice 


o bet 
[Oo 

z 

nn 


3 et gs a x ernie are ee Me pean a ae at geen a mentee ante n 1 gerne cer renannrn cenpeeyan gustanatysannimwegeomee G 
eer . eget wn te Se eS el ee ; Oe me tae en, ee 


1D ENT. TA L’ADDIS ABABA 1079 


cos 


PAGE @ RUDSDA 107HZ CONFIDENTIAL 


FUMES ptgetcooe 
PALS pated 


REFN “ADOT 1056 NOTAL 


ae .SUBUt POSTPONEMENT OF OA MISSION To NIGERIA 


OR TEI 


FOLLOWING 1 18 TEXT: UNCLASSIFIED) OF SOHEN TELEGRAM To" 


Seer erate ia heaabetuanoemitaapeemerse ot etnocco 


tees aoe 


“e 


ci cae 
. 7 


Ie oe Sip -_ p Department a ht fe 
NY ®ve “Tse 
: rr Pepe FoR 


i eae PAGE @1 LUANOA 98227 O613582 . Sea tie pe ~ NIGERIA. 


53 o ee ; th | OQ ORE 4 1 Luana 


bos ee ACTION AF 2t 


Pees me SP 


a aan tneo EUR 25,GPM 039SC B1oRSC B1sUSIA 12oH: a2 »NSC Loot 83» INR O7;P 4, 
ee aa ae CIA @44000 O1+SP O2+SS 35sAI0 30 84H O3410 21+Scs O4ySCA Oo» 
| INT. G62 199 COM, BBeRSR oi s/ees. W 2 
si duh tesdavccteetass 
R O609452 OCT 67 __ 
FM AMCONSUL LUANOA. 


an TO SECSTATE WASHOC 586 
|: |, ° TNFQ AMEMBASSY LISBON 329 


ca _AMEMBASSY MADRID 08 ee qu 
ee Se 4, hy AMEMBASSY LAGOS 26 . Se ; a E a we) ri 
og _ AMCONSUL ENUGU 63) © Hae ng SO 
: AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE @6 . he ee eae: 
AMEMBASSY YAQUNDE 01 ! rr . ; CG. 
Re = uk 


CONF IDENT IAL LUANOA 227 


to CONGEN OFFICER ON VISIT TO PORTUGUESE ISLANOS OF SAO TOME” 
“ANO PRINCIPE SEP 19°24 ALSO STOPPED AT FERNANDO POO AND RJO- 

MUNIs SPaNISH SauS TOR EAL, GUINEAs SEP 26°0CT | ON WAY BACK © 

TO ANGOLA® 


2o GOT IMPRESSION THAT SPANISH’ iN APPARENTLY LIGHTLY =*CONTROLLED - 

- FERNANOO POO, ALTHOUGH OSTENSIBLY NEUTRAL | CONCERNING NIGERIAN © 
STRIFE» ARE PROBABLY SYMPATHETIC To BIAFRAN CAUSE PARTLY : 

QUE -TO PRESENCE MANY. EASTERN ‘NIGERIANS IN.FERNANDO POOe 

SOME pean eehy PELTENE. THAT. SEERNANOD Eee PEL TER: ABLE 


4 
4 
& AGE 2 RUEHCR 227 CONF IDENTIOA (Re cree ae ey Cee = 


TO WITHSTANO ANNEXATION BY" A. FRACTURED AND” THUS WEAKER NIGERIA ‘ 
poeeenane: eee CF EEOUATOR AL ee poy BEeIN a 


CONFIDENTIAL 


E oe 10% rity p) : 


Aloe ARA Date _ 


| Oy ee De artment 0 State 
a / "THEGRAM 


sa REY ovd ne RS SE BEE TTA eS EO, SS cat nant e ATR a AE ALAR 


CONFIDENTIAL a revea i 
1 5s BABE OL LUANDA 'pe229. 9620312 Pe es << 
td en oF ne . : ee A ta, goin ae hs Ce. a 
' na TION AF 2] me cae ate ee ft Ce | 
3 INFO EUR 25 -NSAE. 00+GPM o3.SC 01 eRSC “erst leet 92 NSC- Vea One e | 
: INR O7,P BayCIA B42 D00 a1 +SP 92988. 35,AID 300SAH 0310 2lagcs an 
age SEA HAVENT O60E 19¢COM ons KSk, als /2e8 Wo 
; R 0613302 OCT 67 - ae ee %, 
FM AMCONSUL LUANDA | a , eokena oy, eco hs 
' TO SECSTATE WASHOC 588 Pas . : pee ee 
_INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 3131 we . f. 
| AMEMBASSY LAGOS 27 ; saad Paes 
. AMEMBASSY KINSHASA |90 —_s 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 09 j 
3 CONFIDENTIAL LUANDA’ 229 ad 5 
SUBJ! TRANSIT OF AIRCRAFT TO EASTERN NIGERIA THROUGH ANGOLA . a 
AND So TOME | \ 
REF 1 LUANDA 227 © . | ; 
. . a. 
: = |e CONGEN OFFICER HAS ASCERTAINED FOLLOWING ALRCRAFT. ACTA a | 
i - AT LUANDA ATRPORTS. x By 
De A HAWKER“SIDDELEY*125 OWNED BY ‘THE EASTERN NIGERIAN yh 
Be? og GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN FLYING BETWEEN ENUGU AND LUANDA BY WAY- x 
ye “SOF SAQ TOME ABOUT TWICE WEEKLY SINCE AUG 300 [T WAS AT. i 
i a ‘ALRPORT- NIGHT OF. OCT 3o AN-OFFICIAL: OF LUANDA FLIGHT CONTROL 3 
oe COMMENTED THAT TIMING, OF. FLIGHTS Is OBNTOUSs* ° THE. PLANE AAR T ES: i 
<u 4 ig 
" . ek | is 
PAGE. RUEHER 229 CONFIDENT I Ng oe a 


IN- LUANDA WHENEVER: A TAP: FLIGHT 1 QUES. INDICATING THE PLANE ua 
WILL CARRY PASSENGERS OR FREIGHT. COMING OR GOING VON. TAPS : 


“Author a ij 
Dy v MI MARA Date _ 


Department of State TELEGRAM 
7 | ps hy, — 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


ef ean- 


PAGE @1 LAGOS 63227 9517542 


45 
ACTION AF 21 


INFO EUR 25,SP @29SS 352GPM 93sSC Bi»NSC 19sRSC B1+SAH B3,L G34, B2e 
10 21,P @4,USTE @Os,NSCE @@»INR B7eCIAE BBsNSAE OGsSSO 9GsCCO OB» 


SCS H4sSCA O2ePER B2s0PR B2ePC 154RSR B150C B6»SY 03,0 @277175 W 


eA Pw AMOR nn OOD eS Em 


Pp R @51255Z OCT 67 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS | 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 7553 

INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 1237 MN 
AMEMBASSY. ADDIS ABABA. 233 ; BN 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA -355 | | 7 <— 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 1729 : | hi 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 464 st 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 722 A 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 763 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 1282 < W 
AMCONSUL KADUNA 1639 iw) 
DIA yo Ae 

DEPT OF DEFENSE . 
CINCSTRIKE CINCMEAFSA 

CINCLANT 

Jcs 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE LAGOS 3227 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 3227CC CON FOI-D ENTIAL LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
SUBJECT! FEDERAL TROOPS IN ENUGUORDERED TO PROTECT 
CIVILIANS 


te LAGOS DAILY TIMES REPORTED CAPTURE OF ENUGU IN BANNER © 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


"." DECLASSIFIED, _ 


Authority” i 
re 


py [Mh MARA Date _ 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


PAGE ®2@ LaGOS 93227 .951754Z 


HEADLINES OCT 5 AND NOTED: "AS FEDERAL TROOPS MOVED STEADILY 
INTO COAL -CITYs ‘CIVILIANS WERE ASKED: ‘TO KEEP ‘CLEARe FEDERAL 
TROOPS HaD BEEN GIVEN STRICT INSTRUCTIONS ‘NOT TO.MOLEST 
CIVILIANS-=AND REPORTS REACHING LAGOS LAST NIGHT SAID ‘THEY 
STRICTLY KEPT TO INSTRUCTIONSe" GOVERNMENT -OWNED 

MORNING POST NOTED ON INSIDE PAGE THAT? "IN YESTERDAY!S 
OPERATIONs FEDERAL TROOPS TOOK INTO CONSIDERATION SAFETY 

OF CIVILIANS AND ENSURED THERE WaS NO INDISCRIMINATE 
KILLINGe" 


2e COMMENT: PRESS REMARKS INDICATE: AWARENESS OF 
FOREIGN CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE INDISCRIMINATE KILLING OF 
IBOS» EMBASSY NOT NOW ABLE ASCERTAIN ACCURACY OF PRESS 


PAG 3. RUTALS 3227CC CONF IDEN TIAL LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
REPORT BUT SENIOR FEDERAL’ LEADERS KNOWN TO BE AWARE OF - 
PROBLEM aNp EAGER O PREVENT KILLING OF IBO CIVILIANSe MATHEWY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


‘Autho: a 
py) Wiest Date _ aa 


E: 


— 


Ro eg Biafu “MNipmn 


‘a? TELEGRAM 


D, Department of 


CONFIDENTIAL 


PAGE @! LUSAKA 90482 @602172Z b 
9 Cr 
ACTION AF ay 


INFO GPM @3,SC BloRSC BirsUSTA 12sH M@2sNSC 100 B3sINR B7aP B¥sCiA BHo 


at be Koi 


ann ee 
DOD @jsSP @2sSS 35sSAH B3oNSAE BEFRSR O1sV11O W 


Sy 


b cient nae hatemecerees pan 

oF 

R @51@38Z OCT 67 7 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA oO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1762 a et 
TWFEO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 157 IN 
AMENSASSY LAGOS 33 ie 
aS 


CONF IDENT IA L.LUSAKA 482 


SUBJECT3 KAUNDA AND NIGERIA 


eed 


S—— 


DURING INTERVIEW REPORTED LUSAKA 489 {NOTAL je TOOK 

OCCASION GIVE KAUNDA GIST FOUR POINTS ENUMERATED STATE 43629» 
HE DEEPLY GRATEFUL AND ASKED. IF WE COULD GIVE HEM BACKGROUND 
AS TO WHY OAU MISSION POSTPONED>s HE HIMSELF HAS TELEGRAPHED 
{NQUTRY TO DIALLO TELLI 

GFe4 GOOD 


CONFIDENTIal - 


” DECLASSIFIED, 


E Aothority” i 


By [Wes RA Date _ 


eh fries wt tmenenapna aes nner liao et iA SE ABE AN RR SL A MO BRE NR SL 


Department of State TELEGRAM 
Li 37 Pin Meera 


CONFIDENTI aL © 


PAGE @{ LAGOS 93238 9522802 


95 
ACTION AF a@i 


INFO EUR 25sACDA 17910 24sSCA @2sSCS: 4eSAH B32GPM B30SC BieRSC Biv 
USIA {@sH B2oNSC [Mol B3sINR O7sP O445CTA B42D0D BisSP B2sSaq 350 


ALD 3G0PC ®@4oNSAE oofaen ais /213 W 


eqgeHnOmuweoagr oma aotawgniea 


R @51616Z oCT 67 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7558. 
YNFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN @1 
AMEMBASSY LONDON {722 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 766 


S0/ 
SEY 


ZA 


ff 
Ore 


CONFIDENTIAL LAGOS 3238 


to CAMERQONIAN (DOYEN} AND IRISH AMBASSAODRS ON BEHALF 
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CONVEY .coPsS CONCERN AT REPORTED EXCESSES BY FMG ‘TROOPS 
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2: CAMEROUNIAN SPOKE: IN GENERAL. TERMS OF FMG RESPONSIBILITY 
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PRESENCE OF SIX AMCIT BROTHERS OF. MARIST ORDER IN: ASABA 
AND: POINTED OUT ONE WAS. .NEGROe HE FURTHER TOLD GOWON 

THAT US AMBASSADOR ESPECIALLY ‘CONCERNED. ABOUT NEGRO: AMCIT’ 
DEPENDENTS OF IBOS IN EAST CENTRAL ‘STATE. 


4%o GOWON THANKED TWO AMBASSADORS FOR ‘CONVEYING .CORPS 
CONCERN AND REPORTING SPECIFIC: INCIDENTS» ‘HE STRONGLY 
DEPLORED HARRASSMENT OF MISSTIONARIESe. RE IBOS ‘HE SAID 
EASTERN SOLDIERS FREQUENTLY TOOK OFF ‘UNIFORMS, INFILTRATED 
FMG LINESs PICKED UP ABANDONED WEAPONS AND ATTACKED FMG 
TROOPS AS IRREGULARS» THIS INEVITALBY MADE FMG TROOPS 
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fo BRITISH HIGH COMMISSION IN LAGOS (CT 3: ANNOUNCED DEATH | | 
OF BRYTISH NATIONAL: ANTHONY CHARLES ‘STEPHENS 37» IN MTEDWEST’ * 
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Us THIRY MILES EAST BENIN CITY RELEASE 
STATED THAT FUNERAL WOULD TAKE PLACE ‘OCT .3 AND THAT CIRCUM= 
STANCES OF DEATH WERE NOT KNOWN» ALTHOUGH: :HE ‘HAD BEEN’ :SHOT 
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OF ABUDU WHO HAD BEEN LIVING IN BENIN: AND: RETURNED TO: ABUDU 
29 SEPTEMBERe VILLAGE HAD BEEN LOOTED AND WAS VIRTUALLY 
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Dept. spokesman afternoon Oet 4 stated that: 

. QTE The staff of the anor ican Consulate in Enugu, in the former en 
Region of Nigeria has departed from that city. Rober t Barnard, the inge tann 
Consul in Enugu, had remained there with his. ataff after the outbreak of 
hostilities in July in order to protect American interests. in that region. 
With. the spread of hostilities, however, the safety ot the staff at Enugu 


could not be assured. If eireumstances pernit, a ama lJ: number of the staff 


eo Lz. 
Cog 


of the Consulate. will, set themselves. up temporarily at Port Harcourt. : sf 


Se ER a, nee ten ee ne one ene eee armen! 


_ The pbent nshonity: of American. citizens have left. the area since the 


first US notiee ‘advising them to depart was iseued four. months ago. Most 


Americans 
of the 135 remaining /ampoxtonecx in the former Eastern Region are missionary 


; sDeneenne? and the. wives ane children of Nigerian citizens. Those ‘Americans 


apain are ‘being advised to depart. UNQTE - ae 
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AMCONSUL KADUNA 1636 


VA Q ( 


(ih 
Sore Sey 


UNCLAS LAGOS 32a3 
SUBU# OAU MISSION TO NIGERIA POSTPONED 


; le NIGERIAN GOVT MINISTRY OF INFORMATION: OCT 3 ISSUED FOLLOWING 
STATEMENT® 


2° "INFORMATION RECEVIED FROM THE CAPITALS OF: THE . RESPECTIVE HEADS 
OF. STATE AND GOVERNMENT: ‘(OF THE SIX AFRICAN ‘COUNTRIES © RECENTLY 
APPOINTED: BY THE OeAo- Uo SUMMIT IN ‘CONGO (KINSHASA } ‘TO VISIT NIGERIA 
AND. CONSULT WITH THE ‘HEAD. OF’ THE: FEDERAL MILITARY : ‘GOVERNMENT | 
REVEALS THAT IT HAS NOT BEEN POSSIBLE FOR: ‘THE: ‘SLX ‘HEADS: OF STATE | 
TO FIX A DATE. MUTUALLY CONVENIENT. FOR THEM. ‘FURTHER. CONSULTATIONS: 
CONTINUE AND A Y DATE WILL’ BE HANNOUNEER AS SOON .AS 'POSSIBLEo" | 
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DIVISION NICHOLS: NEWS COORDINATOR SPLANE 


fo LAGOS RADIO AND TV NEWS ANNOUNCED AT {890 GMT OCT 4 
FEDERAL NIGERIAN ARMY HAD CAPTURED REBEL CAPITAL OF ENUGU. 
IN EASTERN BREAKWAY STATE: THAT CALLED ITSELF ®"BIAFRA", 

MORE DETAILS TO BE ANNOUNCED SOON> BBC HAS ALREADY ‘CARRIED 
THIS NEWSs 


| 2@o B 

LTISH HIGH COMMISSION RECEIVED REPORT FROM NIGERIAN 
ARMY HDQTRS. JUST BEFORE NEWS ANNOUNCEDNT THAT ‘ENUGU HAD 
FALLENo BRITISH BELIEVE .NEWS PROBABLY | TRUE o 


3o DATT HAS OBTAINED CONFIRMATION OF ACCURACY OF REPORT 

FROM HIGHEST AUTHORITY IN. FEDERAL NIGERIAN. GOVERNMENT 

BRITISH UNDERSTAND SOME NIGERIAN ARMY TROOPS HAVE MOVED THROUGH ° 
ENUGU AND ARE ON ROAD ‘TO AIRPORT AND ABAKALIKI > 


4o COMMENTs EMOWASSY .AND::DATT SPECULATE. THAT “CAPTURE 
OF ENUGU IN: THIS. FASHION» RATHERN THAN .LONG STEGE: ‘OR 
HOUSE BY HOUSE FIGHTING WHICH HAD BEEN. ANTICIPATED? 
PROBABLY MEANS ENUGU. GOVERNMENTCAPITULATE OR THAT 
ITS. AUTHOR]TY IN ENUGU AND IMMEDIATE. ‘VICINITY HAS 
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AND» .SENCE - Ris LYNE OUT TEMPORARILY» EMBASSY ‘UNABLE 
CONFIRM TEXT OF WHAT ACTUALLY SAIDe HOWEVERs We SPECULATE 
AS TO WHETHER THis MAY BE INDICATION PRESENCE PARKER (AND 
THUS BARNARD AND PARTY) IN PORT -HARCOURT, 


30 THIS INC. DENTs “TRUE® SHOWS: AGAIN WHY -UKHC:-WANTS 
PARKER AND BRIT? SH. Wo tarike GENERALLY TO LEAVE: EAST 
AS RAPIDLY AS ‘POSSIBLE. 
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SEC RET 9428 OCT 67% SGD HALLIGANs ‘COUNTRY 8 NEGERIA® 
SUBUECTs UPDATE: ‘CURRENT: ‘FMG/EASTERN MIL: ‘SITUATIONS ‘DIA 
noe DIACO# CINCSTRIKE oor: STRU2=C8 DA- FOR: ACSI 


de FOLLOWING. AVATL: FROM REL] ABLE: SOURCES: ARMY HQ MORNING 
- OC 7.8 ; 

c. ENUGU: FRONT’ ON: 03 oct. MAIN BODY FEDERAL: ‘FORCES -MOVING 
east’ ROUTE ‘ELEVEN.’ FROM: NINE MILE: ‘CORNER: | ‘SECURED © VILLAGE 


PAGE: 2 -RUTALS: B3Y93CC: s. (EGRET 
ENUGU. NGWO-.(@627N.0728E} APPROX. ‘FOUR: ROAD IMELES: ‘EAST 'NENE- 
" MYLE: CORNER® FEDERAL’ :COMMANDER» ‘SHUWAs .CONTYNUES: MOVE: AND 
POSITION FORCES: ALONG :MILLLIKAN -HILL ‘HE ILGHTS OVERLOOKING 
‘ ENUGU*». SHELLING: AND: MORTARING INORTHERN. AND: ‘WESTERN : ‘DISTRIETS 
pe ‘CONTINUES: ‘SPORADICALLY e 
i a ENUGU' Now ‘CUT OFF! FROM. NSUKKA TO NORTH ‘ONT TSHA ‘TO WEST: 
WATER: ‘SEIZURE: ‘NINE: MELE® COGCER» ELEMENTS: ‘FEDERAL - ‘FORCES: | 
; CONTINUED MOVE. SOUTH ROUTE THREE: AND:'NOW BELIEVED ‘VICINITY 
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HIGH GROUND VILLAGE NSUDE 19624N @724E!} »PPROX TWO MILES 
SOUTH NINE MILE CORNER AND APPROX FIVE MILES ‘NORTH 
INTERSECTION ROUTE: TEN WESTWARD TO ONITSHA APPROX FIFTY 

. TWO MILES AWAY) AND ABAKALYKI YO: EAST CON @3°0CT 

FEDERAL FORCES MOVING SOUTH CUT ROUTE: ELEVEN BETWEEN 

ENUGU AND ABAKLIKI AT POINT GENERAL VICINITY NKALAGU 

APPROX. TWENTY ROAD MILES EAST ENUGU}. ‘SEGNIFICANCE 

| LOCATION FEDERAL. TROOPS ‘ENUGU NGWO LIES.IN FACT: IT 

AY ELEVATION 1350 FEET SAME AS CREST MILLIKAN HILLS - FURTHER 
IT LAST TOWN ON WAY MILLIKAN HILL ADDITIONAL -SIGNIFICANCE 
THIS LOCATION IS FACT EY-LIES APPROX MELE:.AND THREE ‘QUARTERS 
NORTH AND ON CREST ABOVE LOCATION CKPARA COAL MINE FROM 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 3193CC SE CRE T 
WHICH GOOD SECONDARY ROAD: LEADS EASY TO ROUTE ‘SIX ‘SOUTH: 
FROM ENUGU WHICH IS..LAST REMAINING ROAD EXIT FROM /ENUGUe 
CUTTING ROUTE SIX WOULD VIRTUALLY TRAP ALL: WHO ‘REMAIN 
ENUGU YHIS TIMEo 
KTM MiDeWESTs FEDERAL SIXTH BRIGADE ‘STILL! ADVANCING. TOWARD: ASABAS. 
BELIEVED APPROX FIFTEEN MILES FROM BRIDGE g3 OCT 'POSTTION FEDERAL 
FORCE MOVING NORTH EAST ON ASABA FROM KWALE NOT .KNOWNs 
De BONNYs ‘EASTERN ATTEMPTS “SECURE BONNY DURING WEEK 24 SEp 
WERE’ DETERMINED: AND CONTINUED FOR PERIOD: FIVE DAYS» ‘SERIES 

CREEK BORNE: SMALL: BOAT ATTEMPTS: MADE’ FROM:OKRIKA ALONG 
Set BONNY RIVER» THESE CHECKED AT PETERSIDE (ACROSS ‘CHANNEL 

FROM BONNY PROPER} WHERE MAJORITY INVASION BOATS ‘SUNK .AND 

LARGE NUMBERS’ INVADING FORCES. KILLED. TWO FURTHER 
DESPARATE ATTEMPTS: SUBSEQUENTLY MADE ‘THROUGH MANGROVE 
| SWAMPS NORTH EAST AND..EASTBONNYc THESE» AS WITH ‘RIVER 

OPERATIONSs STOPPED BY “FIRE NNS: N7GERIA AND ‘OTHER NAVAL; 
| VESSELS (OGOUA AND BENIN}> IN ‘PROCESS THESE SERIES BATTLES» 
HOWEVER, CONSIDERABLE ‘DAMAGE: DONE TO TANK FARM AND TERMINAL: 
INSTALLATIONS BONNYo ESTIMATES BELTEVED RELIABLE. INDICATE 
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| APPROX FOUR: HUNDRED: AND. FIFTY .ENUGU: FORCE: BODIES ‘COUNTER 
| VICINITY BONNY AFTER BATTLESe BODIES REMAIN ALL’ OVER ‘SWAMPS. 
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IN AREAc DESPARATION NATURE MOVE AGAINST FEOERAL PCSITIUNS 
BONNY INDICATED BY FACT ENUGU FURCESs EVEN BEFORE SERIES 
ATTACKS DESCRIBEDs HAD BLOCKED CHANNEL LEADING TO BOT H 
HARCOURT AND OKRZKA NORTH OF DAWES YSLANDo OBSTRUCTION 
MADE UP COLLECTION SUNKEN SMALL BOAYSs BARGES, AND 
VERICLES VARTOUS TYFESs THUS» MOVE ON BONNY APPEARS To 
HAVE BEEN BASICALLY PSYCHOLOG. ae MOTIVATED SINCE 

VESSEL ACCESS HARCOURT ANDSOR CALABAR NOT IMMEDIATELY 
POSSIBLE. 


2o NAVAL ACTIVITY 3 

Aco SOB NNS KADUNA RETURNED LAGOS FROM ESCRAVOS B48838 
LOCAL OCfs 

Be NEW SDB BONNY OUE LAGCS FROM Uskeo “TODAY. 

Ce DESPITE INFO REGARDING CALABAR PAR 2 MY SECRET LINDIS 
419 OCT 670 SENIOR NAVAL FIGURE WHO HAS BEEN INTIMATELY 


INYOLED PLANNING AND CONCUCT BONNY AND ESCRAVOS OFERATZONSs 


IOLO DATYT NITE O39 OCT HEHNYILG PRESS NG HARD FOR OPERATION 


PAGE 5{ AA S 3193 SECRET 
AGAINS CALABAR VERY NEAR FUTURE. SOURCE REMAINS STRONGLY 
OPPOSED PORT pee CPERATION ON GROUNDS HARCOURT 


VIRTUALLY ‘NEUATRALIZED {WITH EXCEPTION AIRPORT! NOW AND BATTLE 


FOR. AREA WOULD RISK DAMAGE OR DESTRUCTION ‘REFINERYs DOCKS» 
INDUSTRIES AND OTHER Rg eae iN AREA SOURCE BELIEVES, 
HOWEVERs FEDERAL FORCE Suna SUFFICIENT RESOURCES TAKE 
CALABAR WITHOUT UNDUE DI FFICULTY NOW. SOURCE “FLEW WARRI 
4% OCT MEET WITH ADEKUNLE ANO EXPECYS RETURN LAGOS THIS 
EVENING FOR FURTHER DISCUSSIONS GOWON AND STAFF DATT 
EXPECTS HAVE IDEA 95 OCT AS TO LIKELY PROSPECTS : 
CALABAR OPERATION NEAR FUTUREo ONCE AGAIN» ‘CLOSE WATCH 
BEING MAINTAINED ‘TROOPS AND VESSEL: MOVEMENTS LAGOS: a 
ONE STRAW IN WIND IS FACT NIGERIAN NAVY HAS ORDERED T 
HUNDRED aDOYTIONAL 


ROUNDS FOUR INCH NAVAL. .AMMO oe 
NEGERIA WITH REQUEST FOR AIR DELIVERY WITHIN ‘THREE DAYS2 
{NIGERIA CURRENTLY AT APAP A. ATER BONNY BATTLES fo 
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30 ON @4 OcT DAO MAP OFFICER IN CONVERSATION ‘SOURCE © rN ‘MOD 
IN POSITION KNOW WHEREOF HE SPEAKS WAS TOLD FMG EXPECTS RECEIVE 
SYX TWIN ENGINE {PESTON) DORNIER DO 28 PLANES "IN: NEXT SEVERAL 
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%, DAYS" SOURCE: THOUGHT PLANES WOULD BE USED FOR ECON ‘PURPOSES o 
4 (DO. 28 Is TWIN ENGINED VERSION DO 27 WHICH ALREADY ORGANIC 
NIGERIAN ATR FORCE. SEE PAGE 69 JANES .AITRCRAFT 65/66} 0 
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CARRY ANYTHING EITHER® BRITISH ‘SUGGEST WE''CONSIDER: GUESTION 
MORE: CARED UCLY ‘TOMORROW e BRUCE 
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Ref: State 47511; Lagos 3141, te 0419 (NOTAL) 

Subj: Evacuation from Enugu 

1. Department keenly aware ee indicated Lagos 3141 for three- 

man Consular complement in Port Harcourt, However, later information 

(DATT 0419) re Gowon's assurances his willingness inform Embassy if FMG 

to mount military operation that area is reassuring. 

2. Agree frequent use of radio to transmit from P.H, without agreement 

Biafran authorities highly inadvisable. This need not constitute 

insurmountable obsticle to effective functioning of complement in its 

protection role, 

3. Embassy Monrovia therefore requested not pass para. six Lagos 3141 to t 
Barnard. Any action addressee with whom Barnard in initial contact 
requested instruct him in unclassified message as follows: QTE In order | 
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to assist evacuation of Amcits we recommend that you, at your discretion, 
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move as many as possible by same route as last pouch exchange. Yaounde 
has been notified. Your discretion to leave yourself or McLaughlin 
as part of three-man complement (consular official, assistant, and 
communicator) at Port Harcourt for present in view our continuing | 


responsibility for welfare Amcits still in East. Well done. UNQTE 
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YAOUNDE PASS DOUALA 


fo UNDERSTAND STILL POSSIBLE TELEPHONE FROM DOUALA AND BUEA 
TO PORT HARCOURT» HOPE CONSUL. DOUALA (OR BRITISH CONSUL 
BUEA) WILL TRY PHONE BARNARD OR BRITISH ‘DHC PARKER AT 

HOTEL PRESIDENTIAL IN PHe 


20 IF puone contact naot» nop voUnLa Cav TELL sAtvand 
SUBSTANCE ‘PARA SIX LAGOS 31% 


3e ALSO HOPE DOUALA ‘CAN .ASK BARNARD. (A) NUMBER» NATIONS 


ALITIES AND SEX OF PEOPLE: WITH ‘HIM AND BRITISH DCH PARKER: IN 
PH8(8) NUMBERs NA ECN One AND SEX OF. PEOPLE WHO MAY 
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4e ASSUME CONSUL:-DOUALA <AND: BRITISH ‘CONSUL: BUEA WELL 

| CHARTER WHATEVER BOATS REQUIRED FOR EVACUAT{ONo PERHAPS 

LAUNCH PREVIOUSLY ARRANGED FOR POUCH EXCHANGE OCTOBER :5 

| (YAOUNDE 441) COULD STILL BE ‘USED FOR EVACUEES: 
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CONF IDENT I A L:.LAGOS: 3149 
‘ f : ~h) i eT ae 
REF STATE 46124 Po ae Boogra fit 


te I RESPECTFULLY BUT URGENTLY REQUEST DEPARTMENT TO 

REVIEW DECISION. AGAINST: LIFTING BAN TRAVEL ‘DEPENDENTS. 

TO AREAS NIGERIA ‘SPECIFIED IN LAGOS 2866+ THIS: ‘DECISION 

AS IT BECOMES KNOWN WILL HAVE VERY ADVERSE EFFECT ON MORALE 

USG ‘PERSONNEL WHO HAVE FOR SOME TIME BEEN COMPLAINING OF 
DISCRIMINATORY TREATMENT AS: COMPARED WITH PERSONNEL OTHER. 

GOVERNMENTS AND PERSONNEL PRIVATE US ORGANIZATIONS» AS FAR 

AS I CAN DISCOVERs USG IS NOW ONLY EMPLOYER WHICH PLACES 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 3149CC ‘CONFIDENTIAL 
OBSTACLES IN WAY OF NORMAL FAMILY LIFE FOR ITS PERSONNEL 
IN SPECIFIED AREAS OF NIGERIAe 


2.0 AS ARRIVAL OAU COMMISSION NOW DEFERRED UNTIL END 
OCTOBER» ! TRUST DEPT WILL AGREE THAT LIFTING DEPENDENTS 
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BAN SHOULD NOT BE HELD IN ABEYANCE FOR OR’ MADE DEPENDENT 
ON OUTCOME oF COMMISSION*S VISITo 


30 WHILE FIGHTING IS INTENSIFYING IT IS ALSO:CONFINED ‘TO 
MUCH SMALLER AREA -OF COUNTRY» ‘PROGRESS OF “FMG FORCES IS. 
DECREASING TENSION AND: LIKELIHOOD CIVIL DISORDER IN 

OTHER PARTS: OF COUNTRY=<E0Ge FEAR OF AND RESULTANT _ 
DANGER To IBOS IN.LAGOS .AND NORTHERN STATES: IS DECLININGe 


4o ATROCITY STORIES. FROM BATTLE FRONTS UNLIKELY ‘HEIGHTEN 
TENSION AMONG NIGERIANS WHO HAVE BEEN. LIVING WITH ‘HARSH 
FACTS OF INTER©TRIBAL ‘VIOLENCE FOR ‘OVER YEARe I APPRECIATE 
IMPACT THESE STORIES ‘COULD HAVE ON US. ATTITUDE 

TOWARD NIGERIAe THIS ‘POSSIBLE’ ‘DEVELOPMENT ':SEEMS ‘TO ME, 
HOWEVER» INSUFFICIENT GROUNDS TO ENFORCE: SEPARATION ‘OF 
FAMILIES IN PARTS OF NIGERIA WHERE COUNTRY TEAM AND 
PERSONNEL ‘CONCERNED ARE SATISFIED DEPENDENTS ARE :SAFE. 


So TO EXTENT DEPT ES ‘CONCERNED AT POSSIBILITY INCIDENTS 


PAGE 3 RUTALS. 3149CC:°C ON F I DENT IAL 

INVOLVING AMCITS CAUGHT IN AREAS OF MILITARY OPERATIONS 
WITH CONSEQUENT ALARM IN US AND AMONG: OTHER AMCITS IN 
NIGERIAs EMBASSY WAS. ASSURED: TODAY .AS: ‘REPORTED: MORE DETAIL 
ELSEWHERE ‘THAT SENIOR MILITARY AND. POLICE: OFFICERS IN 
BATTLE AREAS HAVE BEEN INSTRUCTED PROVIDE ALL’ POSSIBLE 
PROTECTION uch ies 
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"TO AMEMBASSY LAGOS PRIORITY: 131 
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‘REFS LAGOS. 3123 
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R @319@9zZ OCT 67 

FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7518 
INFQ AMEMBASSY LONDON 1708 
OLA 

CINCSTRIKE CINCMEAFSA 
CINCLANT 


AMCONSUL IBADAN 1274 . 33 


ZN/AMCONSUL KADUNA 1629 
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le MAJOR GENERAL GOWON'S OCTOBER 1 SPEECH TO NATION ON 
SEVENTH ANNIVERSARY OF NIGERIAN INDEPENDENCE ‘CONTAINED — 
SIGNIFICANT THOUGHTS. ON FUTURE CONSTITUTION OF NIGERIA’ 
ACCORDING GOWONs NEW CONSTITUTION WILL BE: DETERMINED 
"AFTER CESSATION OF HOSTILITIES" BY REPRESENTATIVES .OF ALL 
RECENTLY-CREATED STATES» WHO WILL "ALSO HELP IN ‘DECIDING 
PRECISE FORM OF GOVERNMENTAL: INSTITUTIONS» SYSTEM OF 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 3162CC:-C ON F IDENTIAL 

REVENUE ALLOCATIONs AND ARRANGEMENTS ‘FOR INSURING FREE 
AND FAIR ELECTIONS IN FUTURE"e GOWON PROBABLY ‘HOPES 1R0S | 
AS WELL AS NON*IBOS WILL NOTICE THIS AND TAKE SOME HOPE | 
FROM FACT SUCH BASIC CONSITUTIONAL MATTERS ARE 
SUBJCT TO FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS: AMONG REPRESENTATIVES. 
OF ALL STATES. 
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2o GOWON SAID” THAT FEDERAL GOVERNMENT: "IN: CONSULTATION 
WITH STATE GOVERNMENTS WILL ARRANGE FOR: RESETTLEMENT OF 
VICTIMS OF UPHEAVALS OF 1966 AND 19670 ‘COMMITTEES man | 
HAVE ALSO BEEN ESTABLISHED TO EXAMINE VARIOUS PROBLEMS 
OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL RECNTRUCTION IN POSTWAR PERIOD". 


3e COMMENT: GOWON SPEECH MAY 273— RESPONDING TO MOVE 

TOWARD SECESSION BY EASTERN ASSEMBLYs ‘CREATED NEW | “STATES 
AND MENTIONED. "REPRESENTATIVES DRAWN FROM ‘NEW STATES" © ° 
WILL WORK ON CONSTITUTION®e ‘FOLLOW*UP IN HIS OCT ‘1 SPEECH 
HOLDS PROMISE OF. ACTION TO PROCEED WITH. CONSITTUTIONAL 
REFORMS» CONSTITUTIONAL CONFERENCE OF NEW STATES WILL’. 
BOLSTER PRESTIGE OF. FLEDGLING STATES “AND HELP KEEP” NIGERIAN: 
PROBLEMS UNDER DISCUSSION DURING CRUCIAL DEMOBILT'ZATION 


PERIODe 
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4 0 "RESETTLEMENT" OF VICTIMS OF UPHEAVALS OF 1966 .AND 
1967 IS IMPORTANT ‘CONCEPT AND MUCH WILL DEPEND ON ITS: 
IMPLEMENTATIONe HOWEVER» IT WORTH NOTING THAT GOWON 
MADE STATEMENT OF REGRET FORMASSACRES IN 1966s "TI 
STRONGLY CONDEMNED THIS INCIDENTs AND ALLe °RIGHT ‘THINKING 
NIGERIANS DEPLORED IT". GOWON ALSO TOLD HIS ‘COUNTRYMEN 
THEY HAVE A DUTY TO BIND WOUNDS OF BOS AND "GIVE THEM 
QUR RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP". THUS HE IS. TRYING BUILD 
CONCILIATORY APPROACH TO POST=WAR PROBLEMS a 
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P R @3{6!52 OCT 67 
FM AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY $785 
INFO AMEMBASSY PARIS ig2 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 54 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 42 
AMEMBASSY YAOQUNDE 53 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 57 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 37, 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 233 
AMEMBASS ABYDUJAN UNN 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO UNN 
AMEMBASSY BANGUI UNN 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU UNN 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR UNN 
AMEMBASSY FORT LAMY 
. AMEMBASSY FREETOWN -UNN 
a ZEN/AMEMBASSY LOME UNN 

f AMEMBASSY QUAGADOUGOU UNN 


CONF § p ENT IAL NIAMEY 526 


DISCUSSED LATEST LaGOS MEETING DEVELOPMENTS WITH ACTING 
PRESIDENT DIAMBALLA OCTOBER 2c ALTHOUGH EMPEROR HAD BEEN jN 
TOUCH WITH HiMs HE HAD NOT KNOWN OF OCTOBER 3] POSSIBILITY« 
LAGOS 3)}1 NOTAL}. 
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DBAMBALLA SAID AS SOON AS MEETING DEFINITE HE WOULD 

BRING AMBASSADOR BOULAMA BACK TO NIAMEY FROM LAGOS FOR 
SEVERAL DAYS TO BRIEF PRESIDENT DIORI AND STAFF WHO WOULD 
ACCOMPANY HIM TO MEETINGs HE THEN TOOK INITYATIVE TO nIscuss 
AT SOME LENGTH IMPORTANCE HE ATTACKED TO ROLE SIX=NATION 
GROUP MIGHT PLAY IN ENFORCING THE PEACE AND ASSISTING 

IN RECONSTRUCTION AND REHABILITATION EFFORTS. 


COMMEN? DIORI?S ROLE AT KINSHASA SUMMIT AND RECENT 
BOUQUETS TOSSED TO GON FOR ITS CGNTRIBUTION TO CHAD»SUDAN DETENTE 
MAY PRESAGE INCREASINGLY ACTIVE GON ROLE ON INTER*AFRICAN SCENE 
AS MEDIATOR» GO=BETWEEN» CONSULTANT, ETCo AT ANY RATE» 
DIAMBALLA’S VIEWS OF GON AND OAU ROLE ¢N NIGERIA CAME AS 
SOMETHING OF SURPRISE FROM SOMEONE USUALLY CONSIDERED 

INTERESTED ONLY IN INTERNAL NIGER AFFALIRSo 
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R @31120@z OCT 67 

FM AMCONSUL: KADUNA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 494 
INFO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 1ig29 
AMEMBASSY ‘COTONOU @7 
AMEMBASSY FT LAMY 18 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 241 


AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 29 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE !1 
AMCONSUL IBADAN 293 
DIA | 
CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 
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CURRENT TRENDS IN NORTHERN THOUGHT 


!e FOLLOWING ASSESSMENT CURRENT ‘NORTHERN THINKING BASED 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 324KK CONF IDENT IAL 4 
ON CONVERSATIONS WITH VARIETY CIVIL SERVANTS» CIVILIANS, 
AND POLICE OVER PAST FOUR WEEKSo. 

Ao AFTER TWELVE WEEKS WAR» NORTH SEEMS OPTIMISTIC. ‘THAT 
DEFEAT OF QUUKWU AND BIAFRA NEARe SOME ‘NORTHERNERS WHO 
INITIALLY CRITICAL OF LIMITED "POLICE ACTION" NOW FIND 

FULLeSCALE WAR MORE -ACCEPTABLE*® WHILE SOME SPEAK OF 
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"CRUSHING IBOSe" OTHERS NOW SPEAK OF NEED TO CONSIDER PosT= 
WAR PROBLEMS INCLUDING THAT OF REINTEGRATING IBO INTO 
NiGER{ Ae 

Bo TYNRE APPEARS TO. BE. GENERAL ACNOPTANCE OF OR ‘SUPPORT 
FOR SIX NEW STATES IN FORMER REGIONe RIVERIAN PROVINCES 
UNDERSTANDABLY ENTHUSIASTIC AND WE “CAN EXPECT RIVERIAN 
PEOPLES TO STRIVE HARDEST:TO MAKE THEIR STATES REALITIES» 
FOR EXAMPLE, MILGOV GOMWALK OF BENUE®= PLATEAU ‘STATE ‘SEEMS 
TO BE TRYING HARD TO CREATE AURA -OF STATEHOODs DOUBTS: 

ON AND OPPOSITION TO ‘STATES PROBABLY ‘STRONGEST IN: NORTH®@ 
WEST AND NORTH= CENTRAL AREAS BUT OPPOSITION SEEMS MUFFLED. 
ONE REPORT FROM SOKOTO SUGGESTS THAT WHILE SOKOTO PUBLIC 
SOMEWHAT INDIFFERENT ABOUT NEW STATESs ‘THEY EXPRESS LESS 
OF A NORTH VS SOUTH VIEW NOW THAT STATES CREATEDe 


PAGE 3 RUTALS ‘B24KK CONF TDENTIAL 

Co SETTING UP OF: SOX STATE ADMINISTRATIONS ‘HAS: SLOWED 

DOWN SOMEWHATs BUT THIS REPORTEDLY DUE. TO EXIGENCIES OF 

WAR AND NOT. POLITICAL PRESSURESe FEELING IN KADUNA IS 

ONE OF STEADY PROGRESS ON .CREATING ‘NEW ADMINISTRATIONS» 

AND LIMAN CIROMAs PERMSEC»s - INTERIM ADMINISTRATIVE :COUNCIL2 
INSISTED TO CONSOFF SEPTEMBER 29 THAT IAC COMMITTED TO 
COMPLETE DISSECTION OF FORMER REGIONAL -GOVERNMEMC BY 


APRIL’ $s 19680 SEPARATE STATE BUDGETS CURRENTLY BEING 
PREPARED AND ALL MINISTRIES HAVE SUBMITTED RECOMMENDATIONS 


ON DIVISION OF SERVICES BETWEEN STATES: AND CENTERe ‘SOME ~ 
CENTRALIZED SERVICES ‘UNDOUBTEDLY WILL REMAIN BUT LATEST 
INFORMATION INDICATES DOOR IS ‘OPEN TO. EITHER ‘FEDERAL IZATION 
THOSE SERVICES OR CREATION OF NORTHERN STATES COMMON 
SERVICES» ‘COMMENT! MAJOR ‘FACTOR IN GROWTH :OF "STRONG" 
Sea GOVERNMENT MAY PROVE TO: BE» ‘FROM ‘NORTHERN POINT 
“VIEW, ‘EXTENT AND SPEED BY WHICH FMG: -CAN .ASSUME: NEW 
ECBERIE RESPONSIBILITIES AND LIABILITIES IN-NORTH* BELIEVE 
FAILURE TO DO SO WOULD WEAKEN ‘CONCEPT ‘OF STRONG FEDERAL: 
CENTER AMONG TWELVE STATES. 
Do WITH EFFORTS TO CREATE SIX STATES ‘HAS: COME: EARLY 
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PAGE 4 RUTALS 324KK CONFIDENTIAL 
REALIZATION THAT STATES WILL POSE NEW PROBLEMS FOR 
NORTHERNERS © EARLY PROBLEM HAS BEEN FAILURE OF. NORTH«EAST 
STATE TO AGREE ON SITE OF: ‘PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS OR TO 
APPOINT STATE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL» AND KADUNA HEAD BRITISH 
COUNCIL (PROTECT) REPORTS THAT FEDERAL COMMISSIONER MONGUNO 
HAD TOLD HiM THAT GOWON HAD: AGREED TO ‘CREATING. SEPARATE 
BORNU STATE AFTER BIAFRA DEFEATEDe® ‘THIS SHAPE OF SIX 
NORTHERN STATES BY NO MEANS FIXED AND POST«WAR PERIOD 
COULD SEE’ NEW PROBLEMS WITHIN AND AMONG STATESe 
Eo OFFICIAL NORTHERN ATTITUDE TOWARD IBO AND EAST MAY ‘HAVE 
CHANGED IN RECENT WEEKSe EARLY IN WAR NORTHERN MEDIA 
STRESSED THAT FMG FIGHTING OJUKWU AND “HIS CLIQUE” AND 
NOT THE IBQ, BUT IN RECENT WEEKS NORTHERN MEDI Aa SUCH AS 
TV AND MININFO WEEKLY HAUSA=ENGLISH PUBLICATION» 

"NJARMAIs" HAVE TENDED PAINT PICUTRE THAT ALL IBOS ARE 
BADeo 
Fe PUBLIC ATTITUDES TOWARD: YORUBA DISTANT BUT PROPER, 

ALTHOUGH IN PRIVATE SOME NORTHERNERS ‘CRITICAL OF YORUBA»s 
CHARACTERIZING THEM AS UNTRUSTWORTHYs NOT CAPABLE OF 
FIGHTING As: SOLDIERS», AND AS MAJOR CAUSE FOR NIGERIA'S 


PAGE 5 RUTALS 324KK CON F-IDENTIAL 
POLITICAL ILLS* ALMOST PARADOXICAL: BEMAVIOR IS MANNER 
IN WHICH SOME NORTHERNERS. PRAISE IB0. (HARDWORKINGs 
HONEST» FRANK} WHEN ‘COMPARING IBO TO YORUBAe FOR EXAMPLES 


CONSOFF LONG: ‘DIALOGUE ON ‘COMMON VIRTUES ‘OF "NORTHERN ig 
MENORITY TRIBES" AND. {BOS»s WHILE | CRITICIZING YORUBAS 

AS ‘UNTRUSTWORTHY (KADUNA 28D) 0° 

Go THERE HAS BEEN SOME ‘DISCUSSION “OF: WHAT TO DO WITH 

ARMY VETERANS IF. AND ‘WHEN PEACE RETURNS (KADUNA -381)» 

AND’ SOME APPRECIATION ‘THAT VETERANS MAY ‘DEMAND .LARGER 

ROLE IN POST*WAR NORTHERN SOCIETYe 


20 THUS, JUDGING FROM OVERT.OPINIONs NORTH IS CALMs 
PEACEFUL, SEEMINGLY COMMITTED TO DISSECTING ITSELF 
ADMINISTRATIVELY FOR: A "NEW," UNITED NIGERIA6 
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3c AS YET UNKNOWN BUT IMPORTANT FACTOR IS MANNER AND 

DIRECTION IN WHICH POWER OF TRADITIONAL: RULERS» ‘'EMIRS 
AND CHIEFS, WILL BE EXERCISED IN FUTURE « ‘THEIR POWER 
DIMINISHED BUT BY NO MEANS BROKEN». ESPECIALLY IN 
NORTH*WEST AND NORTH-CENTRAL © 
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i LAST oe RECEIVED FROM CONSUL RARMNARD FROM 
ENUGY Sasi CONSULATE STAFF AND BRITYSH PLANNED GQ 
PORT HARCOQU®Ts LAGUS 3176 RECOMMENDING THEY TRY GO 

We CAMER GON WAS NOT RPT NOT RECEIVEN BY ENUGU. REFTEL, 
SUGGES™S @ASNARD AT HIS DISCRETION COULD LEAVE THREE «MAN 

CONSULAR COMPLIMENT TO ASSIST WITH WELFARE AND 
2 ATUA™ TON aMCITTS STILL IN EAST. : 


. aS Seachem LAGOS 2119s ARITISH HC AND EMBASSY OFFICERS 
BOP \AEIRCES I 49REE PORT HARCOURT [S$ NOT RPT NOT SAFE PLACE 
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“ AMEMBASSY PARIS 646 °°. 
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co) REFt STATE 60927 ee eee oe 
yg EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS PNG SPOKESMAN. WILL REVEAL SATURDAY, 


hots NOV & LOENTITY VICTIMS PLANE WHICH: “EXPLODED OVER LAGOS+ © 
Bey IN VIEW SHORTAGE VIM: REQUEST. FOLLOWING | ASAP. 


ae 


are FOR. ‘DEPARTHENT? copes. PASSPORT PHOTO. AUERBACH BE. “gent 
sa POMPARTS “AND > TO"US “FOR: POSSIBLE POENTIPICATION® BARNARD -AND ©. 
vl MCLAUGHL BU-CONSULTATION: IN ‘DEPARTMENT ‘MIGHT VIEW PHOTO: ‘FOR. 

uy THIS PURPOSE 6 | ue PARA::&.: naa 'NO™ INFO ON. /AUERBACH, | AVATLABLE., 


Uv JS* PH UACOUES: LANOUILLAUME 
NO. DETAILS. RECEIVED FROM PARIS: HATCH. 
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SECSTATE WASHDC: - 
RUEDPSA/CINCSTRIKE — 
CENCLANT . Co 
INFO: CIA WASHDC: . - % : : 1 
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Si: © RET. @418 OCT 67% ‘SGD IHALLIGANe :COUNTRY! INIGERIA® 
SUBJECT! UPDATE’ .CURRENT ‘FMG/EASTERN MILL: ‘SITUATION ‘DIA 
FOR ‘DI ACO’ SNPS ‘FOR: STRU24 eC4 DA: ‘FOR. ACSI 


lo FOLLOWING AVAIL ARMY HQ: ‘SOURCES MORNING g3 OCT! 
Ao ENUGU FRONT “FEDERAL: ‘FORCES ‘NOW ° CONTROL: ALL ~ROUTE 
= THREE FROM NORTHERN BORDER EAST CENTRAL: ‘STATE: ‘SOUTH: ‘TO AND 
a a INCLUDING NINE: MILE. CORNER: WHICH: ‘TAKEN BY FEDERAL: ‘TROOPS | 
(LATE: 29 SEP* FORCES HAVE MOVED ‘SOUTH EAST FROM ROUTE 
THREES ACROSS’ KEY TERRAIN: TO ‘HEIGHTS: ‘OVERLOOKING: ENUGUS 


PAGE: 2 RUTALS: B140CC: SEC R'E T 

‘SUPPORTING MOVE. ALSO'iMADE! EAST - ALONG: ROUTE eLeven: TO ENUGU 

HEIGHTS BY COMBINATION: THESE! ‘MOVES, ‘FEDERAL ‘FORCES. CLAIM 

“CONTROL: ALL! GHIGH: GROUND :OVERLOOKING: ENUGU.'FROM SOUTHWEST: 

ENUGU: TO AREAS NORTH :AND--NORTH EAST ENUGUs INTERMITTENT 

MORTARING: ‘OF NORTHERN AND: WESTERN ‘SUBURBS: ENUGU. APPEARS: : 
er en > CONTINUE. IT BELIEVED ROADS. EAST! TO ABAKLIKI - AND’ ‘DUE ‘SOUTH 
 S TOOOBZALLA STILL: -OPEN ‘PROBABLE: ‘RAILROAD ‘SOUTH: OF -ENUGU - 
‘STILL OPERATIONAL: BUILDUP: FEDERAL: FORCES:. AND ‘EQUIPMENT 
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CONTINUES: (ON ‘HETGHTS PREPARATORY . ASSAULT ENUGU ‘PROPER» 
ARMY “HQ ‘THIS MORNING -ANXIOUSLY AWAITING NEWS FROM: FRONT 
WHICH LEADS: BELIEVE ASSAULT IMMEDIATELY. IMMINENT. 


Be ‘MIDS eWEST FRONTs AFTER FIERCE’ BATTLE WAGED :OVER: ‘PERIOD 


SEVERAL DAYS, FEDERAL FORCES MOVED. INTO AGBOR 361998 LOCAL. 

SEP.’ REPORTEDLY WELCOMED: BY JUBILANT POPULATION» 

ATUBSEQUENTLY» IN EARLY ‘MORNING HOURS @1 OCT ENUGU: FORCES LAUNCHED 
HEAVY COUNTERATTACK WHICH: REPULSED: BY MID*MORNING SAME DAY® 

ARMY HQ ILLUSTRATES FIERCE’ NATURE: BATTLE FOR AGBOR BY’ FACT 

WEIEVE: HUNDRED ‘UNIFORMED .ENUGU’ FORCE: BODIES: ‘COUNTED IMMEDIATE 

AREA. GBOR AFTER BATTLE"e ‘SOURCES: ADMIT THIRTY FEDERAL ‘DEADS 


NOUMENTION TOTAL CASULATIES* ‘COLONEL. MUHAMMED :-HaS NOW 


PAGE.:3: RUTALS: STAD EES SEC 

RT 

LOCATED HQ HIS TWO DIV AGBORS DIV ELEMENTS AT VILLAGE :UMUNEODE 
1@617N ‘961'9E) APPROX NINE:‘ROAD MILES: ‘EAST’ AGBOR AS OF @2 ‘oct 
AND: FORWARD: ELEMENTS: BELIEVED ‘WITHIN ‘TWENTY: MILES: ASABA BRIDGE 
TOWARD: WHITCH ANOTHER :COL.UMN: FROM ADEKUNLE"S. THIRD.:DIV ALSO 
REPORTED ADVANCING NORTHEAST FROM KWALE® 

Ce ‘CALABAR AREA! FEDERAL: FORCES: STILLUMAKING ‘STEADY BUT 
EXTREMELY ‘SLOW (DUE: WEATHER. CONDITIONS) ‘PROGRESS ALONG 

EKANG- CALABAR ROADe RATE: OF: ADVANCE ‘TOO SLOW ‘TO BE 
SIGNIFICANT: “THIS POINT», -HOWEVERS 

Die BONNY AREA$ SUBSTANTIAL ‘REINFORCEMENTS: ‘CONTINUE REACH 
BONNY® :A REA NOW ‘GONSTDERED ‘FIRMLY FEDERAL: ‘HANDS « 


2 ATR: ‘FORCE ACTIVITY’ FEDERAL AIR. ATTACKS. ‘SELECTED 
HOSTIL’' TARGETS NOW “TAKING: PLACE: DAILY BASISs+ Legs 

BASED. BENIN, ONE JET HUNTING ‘PROVOST AND:'-DC3'S: BASED 
KADUNA. ‘AND USING: INTERMEDIATE FIELD MAKURDIs AND ‘FOUR 
MIGS: BASED IKEJA (NOW OPERATIONAL: ONCE MORE) ALL BEING 
UTTLIZED. ‘TARGETS -ENUGUs - ASABAs ONITSHA .AND PORT HARCOURT: 
ALL: ‘RECENTLY BOMBEDs STRAGED» AND/OR ‘ROCKETTEDe RAID 


_ALRPORT ‘FACILITIES: HARCOURT WAS. BY MIGSs PILOTS: RETURNING 
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FROM . Amembassy LONDON : 
Fe ida DATES — O63 5.71007 
ee suBJECT: Letter of Protest Delivered to Embassy by 
Nigerian Students 
“j°|REF : London tel. no. 2521 


AMY. 40 ey . 


Ss =  eeaeees is full text of letter of protest delivered to 
Embassy by Nigerian students on Oct. 1 (per reftel). 
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Nigeria House, 1 78-202 Great Portland Street, London, W.1. 


President: S. A. Osunbade Phone : G1-S8G 861} Ext, 25 


Secretary-Gencral : DERXKOGDY Fe. O. Akusu 
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ease forward all correspondence to the undersigned. 


The Ambassador, 
United States of America, 
of Grosvenor Square. 


Your Excellency, 


SERN ERAN Ae EE aE Ea 


We are commissioned by the Nigeria Union of Great Britain & Ireland 
to register a strong protest at the fence~sitting of your Government with 
regard to the Nigeria Crisis. 


This has become more necessary in view of the rumours circulating 
that American dollars are being used by Ojukwu and his bands of secessionists 


to purchase arms. 


Lest you are not aware, the crisis in Nigeria is not jihad - holy. <= 
between Moslems and Christian Ibos. Rather, it is caused by the greec wu1c 
‘inordinate ambition of a few Ibos.led by Ojukwu to dominete all Nigeria vy 
any means foul or fair. We are not unmindful of the fact that Nigeria is 
beset by many teething political problems but at the same time we beliz: . 
that such as they are, they could be resolved around a conference tabi... 


; You will no doubt remember that all over ae for peace negotiations 
offered to Ojukwu were rejected wrecklessly because of his greed. We ... 
also like to remind you of the history of your own country and many o% 20s 
where at one time or the other wreckers of unity have stopped short a: 
nothing to achieve their inordinate ambition. 


For these reasons our Union is resolved to support the Government of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria in all the steps she takes to keep the 
country as one political entity. All we are asking your Governnent is vo 
support us in this noble task. It may even be in the best interests of 
your long term foreign policy in Africa to this noble task. F 


We once again implore you to take positive steps to help us to crush 
rebellion, Much more we implore yov. not to do anything either covertly " 
or overtly to give comfort to secessionists; we hope that your Government 
Will co-operate with our Union and the Federal Government of Nigeria in 
the noble task of achieving Nigeria Unity. | . 


ag 
hal 


Long Live One Nigeria and the United States of America. 


Yours sincerely, 
NIGERIA UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND 
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B..0. Akusu a ‘Se 4. Osunbade, Beer 


_ Secretary General — . President 
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SUBJECT: EVACUATION FROM ENUGU wt 4 Epnré 
Lv batfoe UE Bey 
Je BRITISH HC LAGOS INFORMED OF ENUGU 5911 4K ee - 
2e HC AND EMB AGREED THAT IF <CONSUL BARNARD 

CONTACTS EMBASSY BY VOICE. RADIO: WE WILE: ADVISE 


BOTH AMERICANS AND BRITISH TO LEAVE: EAST VIA: IKANG 
TO LOBE aS SOON .AS POSSIBLE. 
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30 HC IS NOW SENDING MESSAGE TO BUEA INFORMING ‘BRITISH 
CONSUL OF ENUGU EVAVPATION AND ASKING, ADM {CONCERT WITH 
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GOG STATEMENY ON NIGERIAN RADIO’ COMMENTARY 


LAGOS 3072 


PAGE 2@ RUTAHN 1191 UNCLAS 
to FOLLOWING IS ABBREVIATED ‘TEXT STATEMENT ISSUED BY MINEXTAFF. 
SEPT> 293 QTE TE ATTENTION OF M REXTAFF HAS BEEN ‘DRAWN TO NEWS 
COMMENTARY BROADCAST YESTERDAY EVENING AND THIS MORNING ON RADIO 
NIGERIA IN WHICH COMMENTATOR: ATTACKED ‘GHANA FOR HAVING» AS HE 
ALLEGED» REFERRED TO NIGERIAN !SSUE DURING ‘CURRENT: SESSION. OF ‘UN 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY» AND QUESTIONED SINCERITY ‘OF :GOG: IN yTS RELA 

. , | TYONS WITH FMG ON NIGERYAN CRISISe SINCE NLC ‘TOOK OVER REZNS ‘OF 
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GOVERNMENT, ONE: OF ITS URGENT ACTIONS WAS: TO ‘NORMAKUZE ‘RELATIONS 
WITH NIGERYA- AND TO REESTABLISH WITH LEADERS AND PEOPLE OF 
NIGERIA ‘TRADITIONAL BROTHERLY ‘CONTACTS WHICH iHAD BEEN SOURED 
UNDER OLD:‘REGIMEo IN STATEMENT DEL VERED BY -HARLLEY ‘To.;GENERAL: 
ASSEMBLY, HE TOUCHED ‘ON. SEVERAL: AFRICAN ISSUES’ ‘OF: GREAT IMPORT= 
ANCE: TO WHOLE: OF: AFRICA»: AND REFERRED» ALMOESSING»s TO. 
NIGERIAN SITUATION, ASSURING: GENERAL: ASSEMBLY THAT SITUAT TON 
IN ‘NIGERIAa ALTHOUGH: MATTER OF GREAT CONCERN ‘TO: ALL» ‘SHOULD..BE 
LEFY.TO AFRICANS. TO.SOVEo THERE: WAS NO. QUESTION OF ASKING iGEN« 
ERAL: ASSEMBLY TAKE .ANY ACTION IN THIS MATTER OR. EVEN ‘DESCUSS ITo 
ON: CONTRARY», REFERENCE TO. NIGERIAN ‘SITUATION MEANT: TO FORESTALL. 
ANY MOVE BY’ ANY MEMBER STATE. OR: MEMBER STATES WITH ULTERIOR 
MOTIVES TO RAISE {T IN GENERAL ASSEMBLYo IN FACT*s FOLLOWING. 
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VICE* CHAERMAN'S ‘STATEMENL»s .GHANA’S PERMANENT ‘REPRESENTATTVE 
GAVE THIS: ‘EXPLANATION: TO NIGERIAN COLLEAGUE» ‘CHIEF. ‘So ADEBOs 
WHO APPEARED: TO:.BE SATISFIED WITH EXPLANATION» ON: BEING: INe 
FORMED: THAT ‘NIGERIAN: PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE. AT (UN: HAD IN 
REPLY ON FLOR OF. ASSEMBLY ‘PROTESTED AGAINST ‘GHANA &S: ‘REFERENCE 
TO: NIGERIAN. SITUATION? MINEXTAFF: INVITED NIGERIAN. ‘HICOM IN 
GHANA ADN ‘EXPLAINED FURTHER THE: PURPORT ‘OF: “VICE= sCHAIRMAN'S 
STATEMENT» AND-.ASSURED. ‘HIM OF::@GHANA'S: ‘SINCERITY AND: GOOD ‘FAITH 
IN: ALL::DEALINGS WITH: FEDERAL! MILITARY . AUTHORITIES: IN LAGOS» 

IT IS THEREFORE. MATTER FOR DEEP: REGRET’ THAT SUCH ‘COMMENTARY 2 
IMPUTING BAD FAITH» INSTNCERTTY AND: ‘DUPLICITY ‘TO ‘PRESENT : 1GHANA® 
IAN LEADERS: SHOULD. ‘HAVE: :BEEN: ‘PERMITTED: BY'RAD EO: INEGERYAc MIN 
EXTAFF: WOULD LIKE: TO. TAKE! FURTHER: OPPORTUNITY “TO ‘RETTERATE: 
GHANA?’S FRATERNAL: AND ‘SINCERE. WISHES: FOR ‘PEACE: ND: ‘PROGRESS ‘OF 
NEGERIA AND HE ABIDING: ‘DESIRE: FOR: TERRITORIAL’ INTEGRITY: AND: 
SOVEREIGNTY OF NIGERTAo ‘UNQTE 


2o DAILY GRAPHIC: OCT. 2 REPORTS: CHIEF -ENAHORO, ‘STOPPING ACCRA 
PAST WEEKEND EN :ROUTE LONDON» DECLARED: RADTO INFGERTA COMMENTARY 
DID.-NOT RPT.NOT REPRESENT 'FMG: ViEWo ENAHORO::SAID TOUHAVE' EMS: 
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PHASIZED CLOSE TIES EXISTING BETWEEN GHANA ‘AND NIGERIAc ALSO 
REPORTEDLY SAID FMG WOULD STILL WELCOME OAU MISSION DESPITE 


FEDERAL: MILITARY ‘SUCCESSES» 
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ACCRA’ FOR’ RCOe MONROVIA ‘FOR ATO" 


}o WE ANDO’ BRITISH LEAVING. ENUGU: IN, CONVOY “APPROXIMATELY | . 
1300 GMT OCTOBER TWOo: WILLi REESTABLISH-;COMMUNINATIONS ON =: | 
ARRIVAL® TRAFFIC: AND: SECURITY MAY FORCE, US: OVERNIGHTEN — : 

ROUTE’ PLEASE. NOTIFY OUR: DEPENDENTS (INCLUDING: THOSE OF Gales 
“MELVIN. Re KALEEL) THAT: ALL: SAFE: ‘AND HEADING. TO. PORT. HARCOURT « pe 
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SUBJ! NIGERIA MERCENARY PILOTS 


lo SUNDAY TIMES OCT 1 GIVES: PROMINENT 'PLAY TO ARTICLE BY 
LINDA BLANDFORD: ENTITLED "SOUTH AFRICAN: MERCENARIES -BOMB 
NIGERIAN REBELS"s MISS. BLANDFORD: ‘CLAIMS. ‘TO! HAVE: SPOKEN WITH. 
GROUP OF "MERCENARY PILOTS": RESIDING: IN. "DETACHED: ‘HOUSE » 
ENGLISH STOCKBROKER STYLE: IN THE: ‘FASHIONABLE ‘SUBURB (OF Ikoyi" 


4 
“mm, PAGE 2 RUDTCR 2516: CONF IDIE NTT ALL LIMITED OFFICIAL USE | 
ein LAGOS ‘SHE. SAYS. THAT AFTER. :WANGLING INTRODUCTION To: PILOTS: 
E: MANAGED. TO SEE THEM. IN THEIR HOUSE® PILOTS: WERE: APPREHENSIVE 
UT: PUBLIC 
-P 
Nb 8 THREATENED AND DETALNED" MISS:.BLANDFORD t 
IN HOUSE FOR A WEEKe 
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BLANDFORD SPECULATES THAT GOWON. MAY NOT HAVE REALIZED THEYR 
NATIONALITY UNTIL RECENTLY AND OBSERVES THAT USE ‘OF ‘SOUTH 

AFRICAN PILOTS "TO BOMB :BIAFRA WILL HAVE DEVASTATING ‘CONSEQUENCES 
ON NIGERIAN PRESTIGE AMONG OTHER AFRICAN ‘STATES 


3e ACCORDING TO: BLANDFORDs PILOTS ARE PAID {5699 POUNDS A 
MONTHs TAX FREE» ‘THREE MONTHS. IN ADVANGE INTO ACCOUNTS WITH 
SWISS. BANK CORPORATION AT 2 RUE DE LA ‘CONFEDERATIONs ‘GENEVA 
SHE STATES» "ALTHOUGH HIRED: BASICALLY To TRAIN NIGERIANSs 

THEY GO ON BOMBING RAIDS THEMSELVES! SHE: GIVES ‘NAMES OF 

THREE OF MERCENARIES: “BOOZY BONZO” BONDs .555 SA VETERAN WHO 
SERVED WITH RAF’ ENGLISHMAN CHARLES MILDENHALL» WHO.IS IN KANO 


PAGE 3 RUDTCR 2516: CONF IDENT I AL LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
HOSPITAL WITH LEG WOUND’ AND ‘DAVID: VAUGHANsGAMES» .ANOTHER: 
ENGLISHMAN WHO WAS GROUNDED FOR LACK OF: FLYING EXPERIENCE. 


4o ARTICLE REFERS TO FMG?*S. ACQUISITION ‘OF. 16 MIGS?7 JETS 

AND STATES THAT SOVIETS: INSISTED” THAT ‘CLAUSE BE: WRITTEN 

INTO CONTRACT SAYING THEY WOULD BE FLOWN ‘ONLY BY ‘NIGERIAN 
NATIONALS» ACCORDING TO BLANDFORD=» “THERE Is ‘CONSIDERABLE 

BAD BLOOD::BETWEEN SOUTH .AFRICAN: PILOTS WHO FLY CZECH Le-e29rs 
AND. EGYPTIANS WHO :HAVE ARRIVED TO-FLY MIG=17%So “SHE ‘CONCLUDES 
THAT ARRIVAL OF: MIG°S ‘MAY HAVE MADE Les 2919S EXPENDABLE AND: 
SOUTH AFRICAN MERCENARIES. LIKELY To BE .LOOKING. FQR OTHER ‘JOBS 
BEFORE: LoNGeo 
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SUBU# NIGERIA’ DEMONSTRATION AT 1§@ DOWNING STREET AND :SOVrET 
EMBASSY 


1o LONDON ‘PRESS OCT :2 REPORTED APPROXIMATELY 488 'NIGERI ANS» 
WAVING BANNERS AND SINGING NATIONAL:. ANTHEM, ‘DEMONSTRATED. SUNDAY 
wan IN FRONT OF {® DOWNING ST» AND SOVIET ‘EMBASSY o 


2o AT NOs 19 THE NIGERIANS PRESENTED A. LETTER OF ‘PROTEST 


AGE 2 RUDTCR: 2521 C.O ON Fi ToD ECON Tf A LYLEMITED OFFICIAL: iUSE 

Giircine BRITAIN: WITH FAILURE ‘TO: SUPPORT ‘FMG WITH MELT TARY { 
SUPPLIES. AT SOVIET: EMBASSY THEY PRESENTED. A LETTER. OF THANKS | 
TO: SOVIET AMBASSADOR. FOR: “MORAL -AND : ‘FENANCTAL® ASSISTANCE | 
AGAINST ENUGU® DEMONSTRATION ‘FOLLOWED MEETING AT ‘ST o ‘PANCRAS ; 
TOWN HALL:.AT WHICH SPEAKERS: REPORTEDLY’ ATTACKED. BRITISH. AND 
US POLICYo IN.LATE AFTERNOON SMALL: GROUP ‘OF NIGERLANS: : 
REPRESENTING "NIGERIAN ‘UNION OF: GREAT: ‘BRITAIN. AND .IRELAND* : 
DELIVERED LETTER ‘TO. EMBASSY ADDRESSED ‘TO AMBASSADOR UETTER 
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WAS POLITELY WORDED PROTEST AT “FENCE=SITTING" :OF SUG AND 
CONCLUDED: (SOMEWHAT INCONSISTENTLY)} ‘WITH STATEMENT "LONG 
LIVE. ONE NIGERIA AND THE-'UNITED STATES OF AMERICAo™ 
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_ officers of the Departmen’ regarding the ‘Nigerian economic scene, 
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Memorandum of Conversation 


DATE: October 2, 1967 


Mr, Ralph H, Fisher, AID/AFR/CA 
‘Mrs, ‘Phoebe Lansdale, | AID/AFR/CA, 
Mr, George B, Sherry, AFW 

Mr, Alan Sokolski, INR/RAF 


AID/AFR/CA (2) 

AmEmb, Lagos (3) 

USAID/Lagns (2) 

E/OMA (1) -° 

AFI (2) a0, ¢ Bs 
CIA/OER/G/AF_(1)_. Caer. 


and formerly an Advisor to the Director of the 
African Department, IMF, and now Governor of the Central Bank of Nigeria, 
telephoned the drafting officer on-Saturday, Septembe) 30, We had just 


arrived in Washington f.rom the IMF-IBRD meetings in Rio de Janeiro, 
» and expressed a. desire to talk meen. : 


anes aE RE 


The participating officurs and: Dr. Isong had a. Gidecranevae discussion for 
1 1/2 hours on October2 in the Department, Nigerian. exports are below capacity} 
with only cocoa holding its own: petroleum shipments are 10 per cent or less 
of normal, moving only ‘rom: Gulf's off-shore Mid-Westr:rn field; palm produce 
has been hardest hit, w-th considerable: tonnages ‘apparently held in Port 

Harcourt; and groundnut evacuation to Apapa from the liorth has not been complete 
because ‘of crops larger than normal,. External aid is down as‘is private - s 
investment, Foreign exchange reserves held by the Central Bank:on 15 September 
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down from & 51 million two weeks 
Reserves for all of Nigeria, excluding the ‘Hast, in mid- “September j 
$204, 4 million) --this inelides- holdings of marketing : 
i-official bodics, Isong: commented 
wryly that if Shell-BP's"overdue" payment | of more than & 40 million ($112. mi LLL 
he. FMG it would be in a different position, As it.is, 
‘the maintenance of reserves at a level of four-months' ‘worth of imports is now 
only an "ideal" and has been scrapped, Indeed, according. to Tsong ,. reserves, 
now equal. less than Ewe months of (a. reduced, level of, camper tees ae a 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

TO SECSTATE: WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7498 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA PRIORITY 1219 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS. ABABA 224. 
AMEMBASSY COTONOU 522 

AMEMBASSY' KINSHASA 344 

AMEMBASSY LONDON. 1791 

AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 449 


_ AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 714 


AMEMBASSY’ YAOUNDE 747 
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‘CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA 


CINCLANT | a io 
DIA ip Oe Oe ve eee 
CONFIDENT I A.L.LAGOS 3120 


REF® LAGOS 3111 


PAGE 2 RUTALS 312@CC'C ON F IDEN TIAL 
SUBJ! OAU MISSION TO ‘NIGERIA 


$c ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR TODAY INFORMED AMBASSADOR. THAT 
EMPEROR PREPARED COME LAGOS OCT 5° 


‘ 
ale 


CONFIDENTIAL 


i 


Lie O7 
Gale re ey 


Department of State TELEGRAM 


CONFIDENTIAL: 
PAGE 62 LAGOS 83120 9214572 


2o IN VIEW ONSAGAINe ‘OFF eAGAIN NATURE’ THIS EXERCISE, 
EMBASSY CHECKED WITH PERMSEC EXTAFF OGBUe> HE CONFIRMED 
FMG UNDERSTANDING THAT EMPEROR. WILLING ‘COME STHe 


32 THIS LATEST: NEWS RE OAU MISSION ‘SHOULD BE VIEWED IN 
LIGHT FACT GOWON TOLD OGBU YESTERDAY THAT FMG: PREPARED 
RECEIVE MISSTON ANYTIME::CONVENIENT ALL HEADS STATE» AND 
EMPEROR 1S ONE WHO CAN ACT AS ‘CONVENOR THIS MEETINGe 


4o COMMENT o MEETING NOT YET FIXEDs BUT EMBASSY 
ERSSES THIS ON AS. LATEST INFO AVAILABLE ® 
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FM AMEMBASSY LAGOS: 
TO 'SECSTATE. WASHDC : ‘PRIORITY 7499: a 
INFO. AMEMBASSY ACCRA [229 ; ~ 
AMEMBASSY ,ADDIS. ABABA 225 a o 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES -SALAAM @82 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 345 
AMEMBASSY LONDON {702 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 064 =) 
AMEMBASSY -MONROVIA 450 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 715 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 664 
AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 748 
USMISSTON ‘USUN NEW YORK 128 
aa CINCSTRIKE/CINCMEAFSA MACDILL: AFB FLORIDA. 
DIA WASHDC . 
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SUBJ! NIGERIAN DEVELOPMENTS _ : : | 


fe NIGERIAN: COMMISSIONER: FOR. ‘EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, DRo 

ARIKOP TOLD: AMBASSADOR SEPT 398 HE PLANNED: TO GO: ‘TO. .LONDON 
FOR. TWO. OR. THREE--DAYS: AND:. RETURN: LAGOS TO iMEET WITH ‘OAU: 
MISSION TO NIGERIA+ HOWEVER» WHEN ARIKPO, LEFT LAGOS: 
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OCTOBER | 
HE Tolp REPORTERS AT AIRPORT HE PLANNED GO 
UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


2@¢ NIGERIAN COMMISSIONER FOR INFORMATION» CHIEF ANTHONY 
ENAHORO TOLD DIPLOMATS AND PRESS ON SEPT 30 HE GOING ‘TO 
LONDON BY WAY OF ACCRAo ‘PRESS :REPORTS INDICATE HE 

STOPPED BRIEFLY IN ACCRA SEPT 30 AND ‘MADE STATEMENTS 
DESIGNED SMOOTH OVER RECENT FLURRY OF MUTUAL: ‘CRITICISM 
BETWEEN GHANA AND- NIGERIA» ENAHORO EMPHASIZED: DEEP 
BROTHERLY RELATIONS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES. AND SAID FMG 
WOULD STILL WELCOME OAU- MISSION. TO NIGERIA» LAGOS DAILY 
TEMES OCT -@ REPORTS CHIEF ENAHORO FLEW INTO DAR ES SALAAM 


OCT |! FOR-TALKS WITH NYERERE®s ENAHORO EXPECTED: ‘STAY FOR 
TWO. ‘DAYS AND VISIT NYERERE AT LLUSUMA ‘ON LAKE ‘VICTORIA, 
QUESTIONED. ON NIGERIAN UNITY BY REPORTERS AT DAR ENAHORO 
REPORTEDLY SAID "YoU ET THER HAVE: ONE ‘COUNTRY ‘OR NONE", 

HE PREDICTED FEDERAL FORCES WOULD OVERCOME: EASTERN REBELLION 
FAIRLY ‘SOON: AND ‘DENIED: THAT FMG TROOPS: HAD KILLED: MANY 
CIVILIAN IBOo 


3e IN LAGOS NIGERIAN RADIO ANNOUNCED. OCT | THAT FINAL 
APPEAL HAD. BEEN ISSUED TO: .CIVILIANS IN ENUGU AND REST 

OF EAST CENTRAL. STATE TO KEEP COMPLETELY OUT .OF THE 

WAY OF: FEDERAL TROGPSo FMG SPOKESMAN ‘SAID THAT CIVILIANS 
HAVE NOTHING TO FEAR IF THEY DO-NOT TAKE SIDES WITH 
REBELS AND SAID FEDERAL TROOPS HAVE STRICT INSTRUCTIONS” 
NoT MOLEST OR KILL CIVILIANSo 


4o NIGERINA.RADIO:'.ANNOUNCED. OCT 1 THAT ROAD. ‘FROM .LAGOS 
TO BENIN THROUGH. ORE. HAS. BEEN REOPENED» ‘ORE. WAS! ‘SCENE 


OF BITTER BATTLE BETWEEN FEDERAL: AND: ‘EASTERN FORCES: NEAR 
BORDER BETWEEN WEST AND: :MID#WEST NIGERIA 
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: TM NIGERIAN PRESS AND RADIO-ARE CARRYING ‘NAMES OF: MEN 

Q EXECUTED By OUUKWU. IN ENUGU. LAST WEEKo NAMES REPORTED 
ARZABANJO» IFEAJUNUAs ALALLE AND AGBAMe OTHER INFORMATION 
a REPORTED BY CONSUL ENUGU: CONFIRMS THESE ARE. CORRECT NAMES 
HA 

| OF MEN ‘EXECUTED: ALLEGEDLY FOR CONSPIRING TO OVERTHROW 

# OJUKWU ‘GOVERNMENT o 


eke 


6° ENUGU HaS BEEN: SHELLED BY FEDERAL. MORTAR AND ARTILLERY 
FIRE AT SPORADIC INTERVALS: ‘OVER LAST ‘FEW ‘DAYS ACCORDING 
NIGERIAN NEWS: MEDIA SUCH: SHELLING. HAS: BEEN ‘CONFIRMED 

TO EMBASSY BY RELIABLE SOURCES. - FEDERAL: ‘FORCES ‘HAVE. 

NOT YET ENTERED ENUGU. CITY ITSELF BUT. SOUND OF: GUNFIRE 
HAS BEEN HEARD JUST OUTSIDE THE CITYe 


son PEs He 


7° LAGOS RADIO CLAIMS THAT’ "REBELS NO .LONGER BROADCAST 
FROM ENUGU". THEY ALSO CLAIM. REBELS ‘USING MOBILE ‘TRANSMITTER AND 
HAVE SET UP ANOTHER TRANSMITTER FAR AWAY FROM ENUGUe 
“SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT" IS: QUOTED ASSAYING IT 
IS GENERALLY | 
BELIEVED THAT OJUKWU IS NO: LONGER IN‘ENUGU AND THAT 


HIS. ‘SPEECH OF SEPT’ 38 WAS PRE=RECORDED AND BROADCAST BY 
TRANSMITTER OUTSIDE. OF ENUGUc ‘FOREGOING ‘CLAIMS ‘DOUBTFUL: 
BUT FBIS Has NOTED THAT 

ENUGU?S INTERNATIONAL BROADCAST 

IN: ENGLISH HAVE: NOT BEEN ‘HEARD ON ITS REGULAR FREQUENCIES 


FOR SEVERAL: DAYSe IT NOW BROADCASTS ON OTHER ‘FREQUENCIES, 
BUT NOT ON SAME REGULAR..BASIS: AS: BEFORE» 
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AMEMBASSY COTONOU 523 se \ 
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SUBJ! OAU MISSION. TO NIGERIA 


1c SUBSEQUENT: TO INFO-IN REFTEL~s ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR 
INFORMED ANBASSADOR AT 1599 GMT OCTOBER 2-RHAT-OAU 
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PAGE ®2 @223172Z 
MISSION WILL: NOT REPEAT NOT BE ABLE COME LAGOS OCYe 5. 


20 ETHIOPIAN AMB EXPLAINED THAT AMBASSADORS .OF: ‘COUNTRIES 
CONCERNED ‘UNABLE REACH AGREEMENT IN MEETING TODAY: WITH 
NEGERIAN MINEXTAFF e -ALTHOUGH -ETHIOP YAN .ANNOUNCED HAILE 
SELASSIE WILLING ‘TO COME -ON OCTOBER 5a NIGER -AMBASSADOR 
ISSA. SAID .HE WAS: NOT REPEAT NOT WILLING. ‘TO ‘CONTACT ‘HIS 
PRESIDENT DIORI AGAIN AND. HE WOULD NOT’. ADVISE HIM. TO 
BREAK OFF:‘TRIP THROUGH USAo CAMEROON AMBASSADOR :SAID 
AHIDUO:: ‘COULD NOT .COME. AT. ‘THIS. TIME: BUT WOULD BE WILLING: 


ON: OCTOBER 310 CONGOLESE AMBASSADOR HAD NOT. RECEIVED ANY 
REPLY: OR INSTRUCTIONS. FROM KINSHASSA:.AND ‘COULD: NOT COMMIT 
MOBUTU> FINALLY ALL: AGREED THAT’ ‘ETHLOPTAN:. AMBASSADOR 
SHOULD INFORM EMPEROR THAT HE DOES ‘NOT ‘REPEAT -NOT ‘NEED 
TO COME LAGOS OCTOBER 5° CONSENSUS WAS: “THAT: OAU ‘MESSTON 


PAGE: 3..RUTALS. ‘3r22eccc.O°'N F 1 DLE N’T OT ALL: 
SHOULD: ‘TRY ASSEMBLE'iIHERE AT END: OCTOBER> 


30 ETHIOPIAN AMBASSADOR IS NOW ‘DRAFTING iMESSAGE: 

FOR EMPEROR: WHICH::HE REQUEST’ EMBASSY .ADDIS TRANSMIT 

TO HIM AS SOON AS POSSIBLEo WE WILL :SEND: IT: To: 

ADDIS: IMMEDIATELY. WE RECEIVE IT “FROM :ETHIOPTAN EMBASSY o 
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PR @71440Z OCT 67 
FM USDAO/LAGOS 

TO /DIA PRIORITY 
SECSTATE WASHDC 
RUEDPSA/CINCSTRIKE 
CINCLANT W 

INFO CIA WASHDC 
RUEPWD/DA 

DA GRNC 


Ss EyC RET g424 OCT 67% SGD HALLIGANe COUNTRY! NIGERIA® 
SUBJECT: UPDATE CURRENT FMG/EASTERN MIL SITUATIONe DIA 
FOR DIACOt CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2@°C# DA FOR AcSI* 


fe IN CONVERSATION WITH ADMIRAL COMMANDING» NIGERIAN 

NAVYs AFTERNOON @7 OCTs DATT TOLD? 

Ac FMG NOW BELIEVES THAT CREW ON PLANE THAT BOMBED LAGOS 
CARLY AM 97 OCT MIGHT HAVE BEEN AS HIGH AS EIGHT PERSONS-« 
DURING EARLY AM HOURS @7 OCT FMG BELIEVED CREW CONSISTED 
POSSIBLE FOUR PERSONS< VIEWING OF BODIES, OR PIECES ‘THEREOF # 


ny 

GAGE 2 RUTALS 3299CC SEC RE T 
Ag LAGOS MORGUE INDICATED CREW HAD BEEN "THREE AFRICANS AND 
ONE NON-AFRICAN"s (NIGERIAN NAVY NURSE WHO VIEWED BODIES KT 
MO@GUE TOLD DATT IN HER OPINION NON-AFRICAN WAS "ORIENTAL 
BEYOND SHADOW OF DOUBT"s) SOURCE SAIDs HOWEVERs THAT AS 


WRECKAGE PROBED FURTHER DAYLIGHT HOURS @7VyOCTs "FOUR MORE 
BODIES DISCOVEREDs" SOURCE SAID FMG BELIEVED ADDITIONAL FOUR 


BODIES WERE "THREE NON©AFRICANS AND ONE AFRICAN'o ( THUS» 
Y¥MG NOW BELIEVES TOTAL CREW FOUR AFRICANS AND FOUR NON= 


SECRET 
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4 Authority i 
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PAGE @2 0716482 


AFRICANS})* WHEN QUERIED ON THiSs SOURCE INDICATED FMG 
BELYEVES THAT PLANE MAY WELL NOT HAVE TAKEN OFF FROM PORT 
HARCOURT OR OTHER AIRFIELD IN FORMER EASTERN REGIONS RATHER? 
IT MAY HAVE "TAKEN OFF FROM FIELD OUTSIDE NIGERIA"e WHEN 
PRESSEDs SQURCE WOULD NOT BE MORE DEFINITIVE THAN SAYING 

wWE FEEL FLIGHT ORIGINATED OUTSIDE NIGERTA"e 


Be FMG "95 PERCENT SURE PLANE WAS NIGERIA: AIRWAYS Fe27 
HIGHJACKED BENIN". 


@e IN CONVERSATION SENIOR EXPAT OFFICER NIGERIAN 


NAVY AFTERNOON @7 OCT DATT TOLD8 
Ae THERE “SOME INDICATION" FROM BONNY AREA (FROM RETURNING 


PAGE 3 RUTALS 3299CC SECRET : 

NIGERIAN MIL PERSONNEL) THAT “EITHER INDIAN OR CHINESE EXPATS 
AMONG REBEL. FORCES\ KILLED RECENT SERIES REBEL ATTACKS BONNY 
AREAs (WHEN PRESSED AS TO SPECIFIC SOURCE INFO» SOURCE SATD 
LOCAL INFORMANTS "WHO HAVE PROVED VERY ACCURATE" TOLD FMG MIL 
PERSONNEL "INDIANS AND CHINESE WITH REBEL FORCES HARCOURT AREA". 
Be NNS OGOSA RETURNED LAGOS FROM SEA NITE @6/07 OCT» ALL 

UNITS NIGERIAN NAVY NOW LAGOS WOULD BE STAGED FOR OPERATION 
AGAINST CALABAR "NEAR FUTURE"e WHEN PRESSED FOR DATES,» 

SOURCE SaIlD HIS LEAVE OUTSIDE COUNTRY SCHEDULED START 18 oct 

BUT THAT IT HAD BEEN DEFERRED ONE WEEK (25 OCT)® SOURCE SalDe 
“BY THAT TIME WHOLE SHOW WILL BE OVER AS FAR AMPHIB OPERATIONS 
GO soURCE SAID HE EXPECTED LEAVE LAGOS ON NNS PENELOPE 

(WHICH WILL RETURN LAGOS OVER WEEKEND} TUESDAY 19 OCT 676 
DESTINATION ESCRAVOS FOR INTIAL STAGING! ‘NEXT STOP BONNY FOR | 
FINAL: PREPARATIONS! OBJECTIVE: CALABAR® WHEN QUERTED 
POSSIBILITY OPERATION PORT HARCOURT, ‘SOURCE INDICATED ‘HE ~ 

STILL PERSONNALLY OPPOSED SUCH OPERATION IN VIEW RISKS INVOLVED, 
BUT NOT SURE WHAT FINAL. DECISION GOWON WOULD BE THIS CASE+ 

Ce NIGERIAN NAVY BELIEVED ENTRANCE HARCOURT AND CALABAR 

CHANNEL MINED BY REBEL FORCES"e SAID HE THOUGHT CHANNEL 
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CALABAR COULD BE CLEARED FOR FMG OPERATIONS« 
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be. Ue 
30 RELIABLE ARMY H@ SOURCE TOLD DATT AM @7 OCT "FMG FORCES 
ACTUALLY ENTERED ASABA DURING DAYLIGHT HOURS @5 OCT “BUT 
THAT FIGHTING HAS BEEN SO DESPERATEs AND REBEL CASUALTIES ‘SO 
HEAVY THaT FMG NOT SAYING ANYTHING ABOUT CAPTURE THIS MOMENT" 
(INFERENCE WAS NO ONE WOULD BE ALLOWED ENTER ASABA UNTIL 
“THINGS CLEANED UP SOMEWHAT"}« IN ANSWER QUERY» SOURCE 
SAID HE THOUGHT THERE MIGHT HAVE BEEN SOME DAMAGE TO ASABA 
END OF BRIDGE BUT HE "NOT SURE YET" 


4o NIGERIAN NATIONAL LINES CARGO VESSEL "QDUDUWA" HAD BEEN 


SEQUESTERED BY NIGERIAN NAVY AS OF 4@8 OCT AND ORDERED STAND 
BY FOR "TROOP LIFT MISSION» 
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Subj: Evacuation ool Bone orgie ae 


Department sis iosisbienlineteaamammaniiel that 
himself . 
Barnard at his discretion leave/HSmsEakE or McLaughlin as part of three- 


man Consular complement (consular official, assistant and communicator) 
at Port Harcourt for present in view of our continuing responsibility 


any. 
for welfare damorsbex ambiitibe sex Bastx and/required evacuation Amcits still 


in East, 
END 
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FM USDAO .LAGOS 

TO DIA WASHDC: PRIORITY 
SECSTATE: WASHOC 
CINCSTRIKE 

CINCLANT 

INFO CIA WASHDC 


SEC R.E T @415 OCT 670 SGD HALLIGANo COUNTRY’ NIGERTAs 

SUBUECTs UPDATE::CY 7 

RENT FMG/EASTERN MIL: SITUATIONS ‘DEA 

FOR DIACOS CINCSTRIKE FOR STRU2=C8 ‘DA. FOR: ACSI o 
ck Jo FEDERAL OFFICES NOT MANNED ‘TODAY (2. OCT} ‘ON ACCOUNT 
NIGERIAN NATIONAL: DAYo ARMY HQ SOURCES THEREFORE» NOT 
READILY AVAIL’ FOR ‘COMMENT DEVELOPING. SITUATION 
WM 285# .43U93CT PREDICTED POSSIBVNILITY .ACTION ‘PAST ‘WEEKEND. 
IVALABAR -AREAs RELIABLE. SMC..SOURCES INOLCATE THREAT. FEDERAL’ 
POSITION BONNY POSED BY :ENUGU. FORCES: .LAST WEEK FORCED. 
"SLIGHT DELAY" IN’ FEDERAL SCHEDULE ‘CALABAR OPERATEONo “NOT 


PAGE 2:RUTLS 3115CC S Evc RET 

e WISHING ‘CHANCE .LOSS ‘BONNY "GOOD ‘NUMBER" FORCES BEING: ‘STAGED 

FOR. CALABAR! ORERATTION ‘WERE. ‘SENT BONNY ‘ON RUSH’ .BASiS#y -FMG 

Ps PLANNERS NOW BELIEVE THREAT ‘REMOVED AND BONNY “SAFE"» ‘BUT ; 
DELAY INEVITABLE IN .SUPPORT THiS» ‘FRIGATE ‘NNS NIGERIA : ; | 
RETURNED APAPA ‘FROM BONNY @1'50@ LOCAL OCT» NEWLY: -ARRY VED: 
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PAGE 02 218142 
SUB NNS ‘SAPELE STARTED FOR. BONNY AREA .LATE: EVENING 


@{ OCT BUT RETURNED. APRARA. WHEN ‘ENGINE : FAULT DEVELOPED « 
FARRELL LINES COASTER: WAERIGI -DEARTED LAGOS “FOR: ‘DESTINATION 
BELIEVED BBXNY ‘220600 LOCAPPOCT. LINES: AGENT -SAID .APPROX 
1222 TROOPS: ON BOARD: ‘PLUS MIL: : CARGO TO: INCLUDE: 1000 "NEW 
GERMAN RIFLES" o 

30 RUSSIAN: FLAG: “CARGO ‘VESSEL “DIMITRI -LLTUA" ARRIVED 

LAGOS EARLY’ THIS:.AMo ‘HARBOR: MASTER HAD: ‘NO: ADVANCE. 

NOTICE: ARRIVAL ‘NO LOCAL iSHIPPING. AGENT HANDLES © ‘VESSEL o 
VESSELS MASTER ASKED THAT RUSSTAN EMBASSY» ‘BE ‘NOTIFIED :OF: VESSELS 
ARRIVAL® LELL: FORWARD FURTHER DETAILS» IF: ‘PERTINENT » ‘WHEN: 
AVAILABLE» 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 7493 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA IMMEDIATE {2:5 
AMEMBASSY ADDISABABA 223 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 343 

AMEMBASSY L.ONDON {698 

AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 713 

AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 447 

AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 742 

USMISSION USUN {26 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 693 
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SUBJECT! OAU MISSION TO NIGERIA 

1} NIGER AMBASSADOR BOULAMA ISSA GAVE FOLLOWING TELEGRAM FOR 
PRESIDENT DIORI 70 AMBASSADOR AT {809 GMT OCTOBER te 

JUDGING FROM MESSAGE AND FROM WHAT LSSA SAlp» I7 APPEARS 


DEFINITEs aS OF THIS HOUR» THAT CGAY MISSION WILL NOT RPT 
NOT BE ABLE aSSEMBLE IN LAGOS UNTIL OCTOBER 3i6 


2: FRENCH TEXT ISSA MESSAGE TO DIROT FOLLOWS o 


., BEGIN FRENCE TEXT: "MESSAGE POUR SoEe DIOR} HAMANI 
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| PAGE 2 RUTALS 311i:CC CONF TDENTEIAL 
| PRESIDENT REPUBLIQUE NIGER EN VISITE AUX UcSoAc 

| COMPTE TEN POSITION EMPEREUR QUI SOUHAITERA!T PRESENCE 
PHYSIQUE SIX CHEFS ETAT DATE TENUE CONFERENGE REPOUSSEE 

| AU 31 {TRENTE ET UN? OCTOBRE PROCHAIN STOP CE COMPROMIS ES? 
| OBTENU PARCE QUE PRESIDENT AHiJO A FROMIS ErOURTER SONE 

| VOYAGE EUROPE POUR ASSITER CONFERENCE 3) STOP EN CONSEGUNCE 
VOUS POUVEZ CONTINUER VOTRE VISITE DANSE TRES BEAU PAYS QUE 
SONY LES ETATS UNIS STOP VOUS SOUBAITE UN AGREABLE SEUGUR 
ET UN BON RETOUR AU PAYSo" END FRENCH TEXT. 
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REF* MELBOURNE AFW LETTER: SEPT 3@:RE ‘METSLER ARTICLE 

IN LOS ANGELES TIMES: ‘SEPT 23° 


bo BY VERY CAREFUL WORDING MEYTSLER IMPLIES :BUT DOES 

NOT .SAY THAT JUNIOR ‘EMBASSY OFFICERS: (AND: ‘STATE! ‘DEPT 
CRITICS) ‘COMPLAINED ‘TO HIM ABOUT: ‘USSG: ‘POLICY ‘TOWARD ‘NIGERIAN 
SITUATION® AFTER: ‘CAREFUL: CHECK WITH EMBASSY, ‘USTS .AND 

AID: OFFICERS», .I .AM. ‘SATISFIED, THAT" THIS: IMPLICATION ‘FALSE 
AS: 1S. MUCH ELSE: IN ARTICLE ® 
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20 PAO HUTCHINSON -AND: IT ‘HAD. BACKGROUNDs ‘NO ATTIRBUTION: 

SESSION WITH MEESLER ‘SEPT :20 ‘SHORTLY | AFTER HIS ARRIVAL: 

IN: LAGOS* ‘HIS: :GENERAL ATTITUDE AND LENE: ‘OF ‘QUESTIONING THEN: | 
MADE IT APPARENT iHE: ALREADY CONVINCED: “THERE: WERE ‘STRONG: 

DIFFERENCES OF. VIEW : WOTEEN ‘USG OVER NIGERIAo 
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REFe A} STATE 46989 (NOTAL}# B} LAGOS 3197 
SUBJECT’ OAU MISSION YO. NIGERIA 


{} FOLLOWING IS. MESSAGE: FROM NIGER. AMBASSADOR TO PRES!DENT 
DIORIs 
2! BEGIN FRENCH: TEXT: "MESSAGE POUR Se Eo DIORI HAMANI 
PRESIDENT REPUBLIQUE NIGER EN VISITE ‘OFFICIELLE AUX !UeSeAe 
EN REPONSE VOTRE TELEX EHTIOPIE N°A PAS. PROPOSE: UNE AUTRE 
& DATE STOP AU MOMENT OU J ENVOTE CE MESSAGE :JtIGNORE ‘POSITION 
Ne CE PAYS sTOP J®IGNORE EGALEMENT SI EMPEREUR ASSISTE £N PERSONNE 
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OU S°TL VA SE FATRE: REPRESENTER. STOP DONNERAI RENSEIGNEMENTS 

PRECIS DtJcr1 DEMAIN STOP RESPECTSe FIN? SIGNED BOUAL AMA" END FRENCH ie 
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